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BE  SURE  YOU  GET  IT. 

The  Chemists'  and  UEraGiSTs'  Diary,  1905,  will  be  excep- 
tionally valuable.    It  will  contain  amongst  other  things  : 

The  law  as  to  stamped  mediciuos  and  exemptions  up  to 
date. 

More  than  a  thousand  fornniljc  for  medicinal  and  other 
specialities  not  previdusly  published. 

Railway  rates  and  charges,  comprising  many  labour- 
saving  and  money-getting  hints  from  experience. 

Pharmacolegia  :  A  synopsis  of  the  laws  bearing  upf>n  the 
(lieniical  and  drug  trades,  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jiiues,  of  the  Middle  TcMnple,  Barrister-at-law,  in  associa- 
tion with  the  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Deuguist. 

Each  copy  will  contain  two  coupons  entitling  the  receiver 
to  compete  for  ten  guineas  in  Prizes.  The  best  way  to  get  the 
1">IVRY  is  to  subscribe  to  The  Chemist  .\nd  Drcguist,  and  ten 
shillings  is  the  price  for  a  year.  Subscribers  arc  advised  to 
sec  that  their  subscriptions  are  promptly  reuowccl. 


Summary?, 


Cl.wse  7  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  is  becoming  the  topic  of 
the  day. 

The  President  nf  the  Pliarma<  o\it leal  Society,  speaking  at 
Birmingham,  suggested  that  the  clause  shoiiUI  l)e  moditied 
so  as  to  provide  for  one  qualified  director  only  (p.  885). 

Mr.  Lord  Gikfohd  addres.sed  the  Leeds  Assoc-iation  on  tlic 
subject,  strongly  deprecating  tlie  policy  of  giving  in  beforo 
the 'light  actually  begins  (p.  872). 

The  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association  have  resolved 
to  ask  the  Council  to  compromise  rather  than  lose  the  rest 
of  the  Bill  "  compulsory  curriculum  and  dispensing  of  medical 
prescriptions  (p.  874). 

After  dealing  with  the  matter  liistorically  on  p.  866  we 
ask  "  Uo  the  trade  now  realise  the  danger  of  crying  'com- 
promise' from  the  house-tops?  " 

An  Irish  J.P.  has  been  fined  fur  selling  carbolic  acid 
(p.  860). 

Danish  Chemists'  Assistants  have  agreed  wltli  their  em- 
plnyers  (p.  884). 

Festivities  have  been  numerous  this  past  week,  and  are 
reported  on  p.  861. 

The  Morphi.>«e  Ordinance  has  been  passed  by  the  Singa- 
pore Legislature  (p.  855). 

Drug  Company  dividends  and  position  are  notable  this 
week.    See  the  notes  on  p.  889. 

Four  Corner  for  Students'  prizes  arc  awarded  this  week. 
Dr.  Dobbin's  reports  begin  on  p.  885. 

Dr.  Forbes  Winslow  has  given  an  interesting  demon- 
stration of  hypnotic  therapeutics.    See  p.  853. 

The  names  of  those  who  passed  the  British  Optiial  Asso- 
ciation's examination  at  Glasgow  are  given  on  p.  854. 

Db.  Gordon  Sharp  has  definitely  proved  that  curaro  is- 
obtained  from  the  bark  of  .Stryrhnos  taxijera,  Schomb. 
(p.  884). 

The  colour-reactions  of  cod-liver  oil  are  the  subiect  of  a 
critical  note  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Mann,  who  concludes  that  they 
arc  of  negative  value  (p.  883). 

Mr.  R,  B.  Betty's  paper  f>n  a  better  understanding  between 
medical  men  and  chemists  has  led  to  an  interesting  discussion, 
by  Li.indon  chemists  and  a  resolution  to  do  something  (p.  875). 

C^oi..  Davies-Sewell,  Clerk  to  the  Spectacle-makers'  Com- 
pany, has  been  honoured  by  members  of  the  optical  craft 
for  his  services  in  promoting  his  company's  cxaminatioi> 
scheme  (p.  878). 

The  Lord  President  of  Council  suggests  a  method  o£ 
stopping  ether-drinking  in  Scotland  — viz.,  to  prosecute  those- 
who  sell  it  as  a  beverage  for  selling  a  derivative  of  methyl- 
ated spirit  (p.  854). 

'•  Procedure  in  Optoi.Ogy  "  was  the  title  of  a  lecture  giveti. 
l)y  Mr.  Alfred  Clarke  before  the  first  open  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  Chemist-Opticians  held  at  17  Blooms'bury  Square 
on  M(..nday  evening  (p.  856). 

The  Industrial  Alcohol  Committee  have  held  two  meetings 
this  week  (p.  852).  The  West  India  Committee  are  not  yet 
satisfied  with  the  rum  position,  and  the  Colonial  Secretary 
declines  to  help  tliem  (p.  867). 

The  methods  followed  by  the  makers  of  nicotine  insecti- 
cide to  get  it  to  the  public  were  neatly  exposed  in  the  Shefliehi 
court  by  a  solicitor  acting  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Tlie  retail  agent  was  fined  in  this  case  (p.  860). 

Is  siKla  a  food?  The  Marylebone  Magistrates  .say  "No." 
An  attempt  was  made  by  the  lix-al  authority  to  show  that 
the  sale  of  a  mixture  of  sodium  sulphate  and  carbonate  is 
an  offence  against  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  (p.  860). 

As  anticipated,  refined  camphor  is  again  dearer,  and  othei' 
articles  that  have  advanced  include  Japanese  crude  and 
English  regulus  antimony,  glucose,  areca,  chamomiles.  Per- 
sian galls,  copper  sulphate,  and  citroiiella  oil.  Menthol  anc) 
)>epperniint  oil  are  firmer.  An  auction  of  tirst-liand  drugs 
is  reported  on  p.  881. 

LENDER  ''  Scientific  Progress ''  tlie  following  subjects  are 
dealt  with:  "Distribution  of  Fat-hydrolysing  f^nzymes," 
■■  Detectio]!  of  Formalin  in  ■Nlilk,''  "Cod-liver  Oil,"'  "New 
Remedies,"  "Dragon's-blood,"  "The  Development  of  the 
Orange-flower,"  and  "The  Way  Poisons  Act  (Dr.  Geo. 
Senter).   These  will  be  foimd  on  page  890. 

The  General  Medical  Council's  eightieth  session  opened  in 
London  on  Tuesday.  Sir  William  'Turner  intimated  his 
intention  to  retire  from  the  presidential  chair  at  the  end 
of  this  session.  The  most  interesting  business  has  still  to  be 
reached.  It  includes  the  proposed  registration-fee  for 
students  (wlileli  the  Royal  C'ollege  are  opposing)  and  a  report 
on  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  (p.  858). 
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iCnoHsb  flews. 

Local  newspapers  containing-  marked   items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Brevitias.  I 

The  Court  of  Appeal  (Lord  Justice  Vaughan  Williams  | 
presiding)  on  Thursday  commenced  the  hearing  of  Dr.  | 
Honimel's  appeal  against  Mr.  Justice  Warrington's  decision 
that  "  Ha;niatogen  ■'  is  not  a  good  trade-mark.    We  shall 
report  the  matter  next  week. 

t^amuel  Vv'^inder,  the  Pudsey  grocer  who  sold  a  girl 
gelsemium  instead  of  witch-hazel,  was  last  week  committed 
.for  trial  at  the  assizes  on  a  charge  of  causing  her  death, 
and  was  allowed  assistance  under  the  Poor  Prisoners'  De- 
fence Act. 

The  scurrilous  attack  on  chemists  as  "  substitutors  "  is 
iheing  renewed  by  the  "Daily  Mail.''  If  the  present  cam- 
paign recoils  on  its  promoters  with  anything  like  the  effect 
•of  the  last,  it  will  enable  chemists  to  read  the  further 
series  with  equanimity. 

The  Bowden  cycle-brake,  which  has  been  before  the 
public  for  eight  years,  and  whose  proprietors  have  paid  30 
to  40  per  cent,  dividends,  has  had  the  patent  laid  aside  by 
jMr.  Justice  Farwell,  its  principle  having  been  forestalled 
by  the  laryngeal  forceps  and  probang. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  November  18,  William 
Goulden  Thompson  (78),  manufacturing  chemist,  pleacled 
guilty  to  perjury  in  connection  with  a  trial  in  the  High 
Courts  regarding  the  Saccharin  patents,  and  was  sentenced 
to  two  months'  imprisonment  with  liard  laboiu'. 

A  regulation  concerning  phosphorus  of  all  kinds  has 
been  made  by  the  Government.  All  makers  of  fireworks 
who  use  this  element  must  be  specially  licensed  by  the 
f-'ecretary  of  State.  The  regulation  applies  also  to  im- 
porting, keeping,  conveying,  and  selling  these  goods. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council 
■on  November  22,  it  was  agreed  to  accept  the  tenders  on 
a  schedule  and  prices  of  Messrs.  Hopkin  &  Williams,  Ltd., 
and  Messrs.  Houghtons,  Ltd.,  for  the  supply  of  chemicals, 
and  of  Messrs.  John  J.  Griffin  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  for  chemical 
apparatus,  etc. 

Are  ten  pills  at  a  dose  evidence  of  incapacity  to  make  a 
will  ?  We  put  the  question  because  a  Leeds  paper  reports 
that  in  a  will  case  Dr.  F.  Waddington.  Armley,  who  gave 
■evidence  respecting  the  testator,  said  the  old  gentleman 
was  partial  to  patent  medicines.  On  one  occasion  he  had 
■  taken  no  fewer  than  ten  patent  pills  in  one  night,  and  he 
was  very  bad  next  morning.  Nevertheless  the  Court  held 
that  the  testator  was  competent  to  make  a  will. 

At  Southwark  Police  Court  on  November  22,  Messrs. 
Allen  &  Lloyd,  chemists  and  mineral-water  manufacturers. 
High  Street,  Aldershot,  were  summoned  for  sending  to 
Waterloo  Station  by  the  London  and  South-Western 
Eailway  a  bay  mare  and  a  bay  gelding  suffering  from 
glanders.  For  the  defence  it  was  urged  that  Mr.  Allen, 
the  sole  partner  in  the  firm,  had  no  idea  that  anything 
was  the  matter  with  the  horses  and  could  not  be  held 
responsible.  The  Magistrate  took  that  view  and  dismissed 
the  summons. 

Birmingliam  Notes. 

In  the  Technical  School  chemical  department  provision 
is  being  made  for  the  study  of  electro-chemistry,  and  a 
new  laboratory  has  been  specially  fitted  up  with  this  object 
in  view.  Pharmacy  will  be  interested  to  know  that  a  few 
up-to-dat«  Birmingham  manufacturers  are  arranging  for 
their  youths  to  attend  afternoon  classes  at  the  school  to 
learn  "the  science  of  their  trade." 

Sitting  for  one  hour  on  a  common  hard  Windsor  chair 
at  the  Midland  Institute  on  Monday  did  not  prove  an 
inconvenience,  with  Sir  W.  Ramsay  on  the  stage  experiment-, 
ing  with  argon,  helium,  polonium,  radium,  and  liquid  air. 
He  referrecl  to,  exhibited,  and  described  the  scintilliscope 
of  Mr.  Glew.  There  was  a  crowded  audience  of  scientists 
and  others,  including  many  pharmacists,  two  of  whom  (well- 
known  members  of  the  brotherhood)  had  seats  in  the  first 
row. 

British  Optical  Association. 
At  the  meeting  held  on  November  16,  the  President 
■  (Mr.  M.  W.  Dunscombe.  of  Bristol)  in  the  chair,  the 
annual  report,  referred  to  in  our  last  issue,  was  discussed, 


as  were  also  the  possibilities  of  obtaining  a  charter.  Some 
of  those  present  practically  guaranteed  the  financial  sup- 
port that  such  a  measure  would  require. 

Industrial  Alcohol  Committee. 
A  meeting  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes  was 
held  on  Tuesday,  November  22.  The  members  present 
were  Sir  H.  W.  Primrose,  K.C.B.,  C.S.I.  (Chairman),  tiic 
Hon.  J.  Scott  Montagu,  M.P.,  Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe.  C.B., 
Dr.  W.  Somerville,  Mr.  L.  D.  Nicholson,  and  Mr.  T. 
Tyrer.  The  witnesses  examined  were  Dr.  Alfred  Ree, 
representing  Messrs.  Claus  &  Ree,  manufacturers  of  aniline 
dyes,  of  Clayton,  near  Manchester;  and  Dr.  Ormandy, 
representing  Messrs.  Crosfield  &  Son,  soap-manufacturers, 
of  Warrington,  and  the  Society  of  IMotor-manufacturers 
and  Traders.  The  Committee  again  met  on  Wednesday, 
November  23,  when  the  witnesses  examined  were  Dr. 
W.  H.  Perkin,  sen.,  and  Mr.  C.  P.  Merriam,  representing 
the  British  Xylonite  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Hale  End. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

The  annual  smoker  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and 
Chemical  Society  has  been  fixed  for  December  8,  and  the 
annual  ball  for  February  8,  1905. 

Mr.  Herbert  Antcliffe,  the  Sheffield  T'^nion  dispenser, 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  South 
Yorkshire  Poor-law  Officers'  Association  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association  last  week. 

At  the  third  annual  exhibition  of  members'  work  pro- 
moted by  the  Sheffield  and  Hallamshire  Photographic 
Society,  held  on  November  17,  the  competition  for  the  best 
print  taken  on  the  Saturday  afternoon  excursions  was- 
judged  by  Mr.  J.  Gilbert  Jackson,  photographic  chemist. 

The  committee  charged  with  the  important  duly  of 
revising  the  draft  charter  of  the  proposed  Sheffield  Univer- 
sity have  completed  their  labours.  The  tenth  section  gives 
details  of  the  Court  of  the  University,  provision  being 
made  that  representative  members  shall  be  appointed  to  the 
Court  by  variou.s  public  authorities  and  societies,  including 
one  person  to  be  appointed  by  the  Sheffield  Pharma- 
ceutical and  Chemical  Society,  and  one  each  by  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Society  and  four  important  medical  charities 
of  the  city. 

The  suggestion  made  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Sheffield 
Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society  that  a,  football  club 
should  be  formed  in  connection  with  the  Society  has 
speedily  borne  fruit.  Mr.  Richards  has  been  appointed 
Hon.  Secretary,  the  club  has  already  seventeen  playing 
members,  subscriptions  are  rolling  in,  a  ground  has  been 
acquired  at  Millhouses,  and  a  number  of  matches  arranged 
with  other  local  teams.  A  strong  connnittee  has  been 
formed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  ]5irkbeck,  Hazlegravc, 
Oswald,  Preston,  and  Whitworth,  and  the  new  venture 
promises  well.  Mr.  J.  Gilbert  Jackson  is  President  of 
the  club,  and  Mr.  R.  D.  Douglas  and  Mr,  A.  Russell  Fox, 
F.L.S.,  Vice-Presidents.  As  a  preliminary  canter,  a 
match  was  played  last  week  by  teams  captained  by  Mr. 
Douglas  anci  Mr.  Whitworth  respectively,  the  latter  side 
winning. 

Encouraged  by  the  success  of  their  exhibition  last  year, 
the  SheffieFd  Photographic  Society  have  arranged  a  further 
exhibition,  which  was  opened  for  six  days  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  on  Monday  last,  and  promises  to  prove  even  a  greater 
success  than  before.  One  of  the  features  of  the  exlul)ition 
is  the  prominent  part  taken  by  local  pharmacists  who 
devote  their  attention  to  photography.  Messrs.  Watson 
&  Co..  chemists  and  druggists.  High  Street,  have  ijracti- 
cally  "  collared  "  the  exhibition  so  far  as  the  trade  side  of  it 
is  concerned.  Mr.  J.  Gilbert  Jackson  has  taken  the  silver 
medal  in  the  members'  class  of  landscapes  and  sea.scape.s 
with  "The  Dell,"  a  woodland  .scene  with  fine  atmospheric 
effect.  Mr.  Jackson  also  shows  two  others,  one  of  which  is 
the  novelty  of  the  exhibition— a  three-colour  carbon  print 
of  a  Haddon  Hall  view  which  was  shown  at  the  Royal  Ex- 
hibition. Among  the  advertisers  in  the  catalogue  are  Mr. 
H.  G.  Williams,  t  hemist  and  druggist,  118  The  Mcjor ;  Mr. 
J.  G.  Jackson;' and  Messrs.  Wat.son  &  Co.  Taking  all 
things  together,  the  exhibition  gives  evidence  that  i)hoto- 
graphic  chemists  in  Sheffield  do  not  miss  many  oppor- 
tunities. 
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Glyn-Jones  Testimonial  Fund. 
.  We  are  informed  that  the  Executive  Committee  which 
has  done  the  work  of  organising  the  above  has  npw  com- 
pleted its  labours.  On  auditing  the  accounts,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  a  balance  in  hand  of  nearly  20/.,  which  has 
been  duly  presented  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones.  The  members  of 
the  committee  wish  to  thank  numerous  friends  for  their 
kind  co-operation  in  making  the  scheme  the  great  success 
it  has  been. 

The  Missing  Chemist  Discovered  at  St.  Heliers. 
As  briefly  stated  in  our  last  issue,  Mr.  Wallis  B.  Perry, 
sou  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Perry,  chemist,  Basingstoke,  was  dis- 
covered last  week  in  a  hospital  at  St.  Heliers,  Jersey, 
whither  lie  had  been  taken  on  Saturday,  November  12,  in 
ja  state  of  collapse.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that 
the  nursing  and  medical  staff  elicited  from  him  sufficient 
information  to  establish  his  identity,  and  then  they  imme- 
diately communicated  with  his  parents.  Mr.  Perry  appears 
to  have  been  wandering  aimlessly  about  the  island  for  some 
weeks,  and  illness  was  the  natural  result.  He  left  home  on 
September  25. 

London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Manufacturers'  Section  was 
held  at  the  offices,  Oxford  Court,  Cannon  Street,  E.G.,  on 
Monday,  November  21.  Mr.  R.  J.  Lake  presided,  and 
was  re-elected  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  Collie  Foster  being  re- 
elected Deputy-Chairman.  Among  the  business  discussed 
was  the  question  of  duties  on  manufacturers'  circulars  and 
price-lists,  and  the  following  resolution  was  agreed  to  : 

That  this  Section,  having  received  a  report  on  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  London  Chamber  and  various 
Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Colonial  Governments  with 
reference  to  the  import-duty  on  trade  catalogues  and  price- 
lists,  notes  with  satisfaction  that  the  Australian  Chambers 
of  Commerce  are  .supporting  the  representations  of  the 
London  Chamber  in  favour  of  the  total  abolition  of  such 
duty ;  and  that  the  Council  be  requested  to  communicate 
with  the  Postmaster-General  pointing  out  that  the  infor- 
mation which  is  published  in  the  current  number  of  the 
Postal  Guide  as  to  the  imposition  or  otherwise  of  Customs- 
duty  on  trade  catalogues  does  not  agree  with  official 
communications  received  by  the  Chamber  from  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia,  India,  and 
Canada. 

The  special  committee  on  technical  education  reported  on 
the  action  taken  in  giving  effect  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Section.  The  Board  of  Education  had  been  communicated 
with,  and  a  reply  had  been  received  expressing  a  wish  to 
hear  the  views  of  the  Section.  It  was  stated  that  the 
motor-car  industry  would  give  evidence  direct  in  the 
industrial  alcohol  inquiry. 

Hypnotism  and  Therapeutics. 

Befoi'e  the  Psycho-Therapeutic  Society  at  the  Bedford 
Hotel  last  week.  Dr.  L.  Forbes  Winslow  lectured  on 
"  Insanity,  Past  and  Present,"  supplementing  it  with  a 
"hypnotic  demonstration."  He  called  on  the  platform  a 
hypnotic  medium,  a  young  man  who  had  been  under  his 
observation  for  ten  years,  and  put  him  into  an  apparently 
sound  slumber  without  using  any  gestures  or  making  any 
suggestion  by  words.  While  the  medium  was  in  this  con- 
dition Dr.  Winslow  gave  an  exhibition  of  Charcot's  .system 
of  transference.  He  asked  if  anyone  in  the  audience  had 
a  headache.  A  lady  said  she  had  had  one  for  two  days, 
and  she  was  brought  face  to  face  with  the  medium.  Less 
than  a  minute  had  elapsed  when  she  said  her  headache  had 
vanished.  The  doctor  woke  the  medium,  who,  in  response 
to  a  question,  said  he  felt  a  great  pressure  on  the  top  of 
his  head.  Dr.  Winslow  then  asked  anyone  in  the  room 
who  suffered  from  some  real  pain  to  come  forward,  and  a 
gentleman  with  "slight  irritation  of  the  nerves  across  the 
forehead  "  came  forward,  but  the  nerve-irritation  refused 
to  be  transferred  to  the  medium.  Questions  from  members 
of  the  audience  elicited  the  fact  that  the  medium,  if  he  so 
desired,  could  resist  Dr.  Winslow's  influence,  and  that  the 
transferred  pain  only  remained  with  him  while  hypnotised. 
A  Chemist's  Sudden  Death. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  November  22, 
by  Mr.  E.  R.  Carr,  the  Penge  Coroner,  in  regard  to  the 
death  of  James  Watson  Black,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
forty-four,  14  Howard  Road,  Penge,  who  diecl  suddenly 
on  Sunday.  Deceased  carried  on  the  business  of  a  chemist 
at  High  Street,  South  Norwood,    and   also    at  Market 


Square,  Bromley,  Kent,  and  Mrs.  Black  .stated  that,  he 
purchased  chemists'  shops  and  resold  them.  During  the 
past  five  months  he  had  not  been  in  the  best  of  health,  but 
had  not  been  seriously  ill.  He  had  had  to  diet  himself, 
but  had  no  medical  advice,  and  made  up  all  medicines 
which  he  required.  On  Saturday  night  he  went  to  bed  in 
his  usual  health,  and  just  after  midnight  he  was  about  to 
get  into  bed  when  he  made  an  ,  effort  to  speak  and 
collapsed  on  the  floor.  She  called  for  assistance,  and  a 
doctor  was  at  once  brought.  Dr.  Devane,  who  stated  that 
he  knew  deceased  personally,  but  had  not  attended  him 
professionally,  found  life  extinct  when  he  arrived  at  the 
house.  He  had  since  made  a  post-mortem  examination, 
and  this  revealed  the  fact  that  there  was  not  one  healthy 
organ  in  the  body.  Externally  the  body  was  covered  with 
marks  which  showed  that  deceased  had  frequently  in- 
jected some  drug  hypodennically.  The  heart  was  very 
fat  and  much  above  normal  size ;  the  liver  was  more  than 
double  the  normal  weight  as  the  result  of  alcoholism.  The 
spleen  and  kidneys  were  also  double  the  normal  weight, 
and  the  stomach  and  intestines  showed  signs  of  disease, 
the  latter  being  inflamed.  Death  was  due  to  failure  of  the 
heart  as  the  result  of  fatty  degeneration.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  in  accordance  with  this  evidence. 
Plymouth  Exhibition  Awards. 

At  the  Plymouth,  Devonport,  and  Stonehouse  Trades, 
Industrial,  and  Photographic  Exhibition,  gold-medal 
diplomas  were  awarded  to  the  Millbay  Soap,  Alkali,  ajid 
Soda  Co.,  Ltd.  ;  Cerebos,  Ltd.  ;  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat 
Co.,  Ltd!  ;  F.  H.  Ralph,  chemi.st,  Plymouth  (for  "  Hoe 
Breeze"  perfume)  ;  Messrs.  Breeze,  Jackson  &  Green,  Ltd., 
Plymouth  (for  baking  and  real  egg  powders,  essence  of 
rennet,  and  dance  compo. )  ;  Plymouth  Co-operative  Drug 
Company,  Ltd.  (for  radiographs)  ;  and  Wellington  &  Ward 
(for  photographic  films). 

An  Examination-victim. 

The  body  of  a  man  who  died  under  mysterious  circum- 
stances at  the  Trevelyan  Hotel,  Boar  Lane,  Leeds,  oui 
November  20,  has  been  identified  as  that  of  John  Cathcart. 
Wason  (22),  chemist's  assistant,  of  Dalrymple  Street. 
Girvan,  Ayrshire.  The  Leeds  City  Coroner  conducted  aUi 
inquiry  on  November  22,  when  James  M.  Rankin,  teacher, 
of  Cameron  Place,  Bridge  of  Weir,  Renfrewshire,  who  ■ 
identified  the  body,  stated  that  the  deceased  was  his 
nephew.  On  November  19  the  witness's  wife  received  a 
telegram  from  Wason,  despatched  from  Carlisle,  saying, 
"Please  come  to  Girvan  to-night;  bad  things  happened' 
there.  Farewell."  On  inquiring  at  W^son's  home,  Mr. 
Rankin  learned  that  the  young  man  had  gone  away  by 
train  that  day,  after  having  taken  3/.  from  his  cash-box. 
He  had  had  a  trifling  dispute  with  his  mother  in  the 
morning,  but  nothing  serious  had  happened  to  upset  him. 
The  telegram  to  the  deceased's  aunt,  added  the  witness, 
was  followed  by  a  letter  in  which  Wason  alluded  to  his 
failure  to  pass  his  qualifying  exam.ination  for  his  certificate. 
"  I  cannot  stand  it  any  longer,  and  am  going  to  die  a  peace- 
ful and  quiet  death,"  he  wrote.  Wason,  Mr.  Rankin  ex- 
plained, had  failed  three  times  to  pass  his  e.xamination,. 
and  had  remarked  more  than  once  that  he  would  throw 
the  whole  affair  up  and  go  abroacL  Dr.  Nisbet  said  that 
Wason  had  died  from  the  effects  of  poison,  and  the 
symptoms  suggested  that  he  had  taken  cyanide  of  potas- 
sium.   Suicide  whilst  temporarily  insane  was  the  verdict. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Eight  of  the  seventeen  poisoning  fatalities  that  have 
occurred  during  the  week  were  caused  by  unscheduled 
poisons.  Only  three  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were 
found  to  be  misadventures.  Hannah  Jordon,  of  Leeds, 
took  laudanmn  in  overdose;  a  Birmingham  constalile,  John 
Condon,  drank  a  poisonous  liniment  in  mistake  for  medi- 
cine; and  Alfred  Morgan,  a  Gloucester  labourer,  dranlc 
some  cloudy  ammonia  inadvertently.  Two  other  deaths 
were  caused  by  ammonia,  both  victims  being  young  women 
—Martha  Ann  Guest,  of  Morley,  and  Jane  Elizabeth  Hud- 
son, of  Hunslet.  The  other  unscheduled  poisons  were 
caustic  soda,  hvdrochloric  acid,  salt  of  lemon,  nitric  acid, 
and  phosphorus.  The  first-named  was  taken  by  William 
Austin,  a  gardener  at  Irlam's  o'  th'  Height,  near  Salford. 
Spirit  of  salt  was  the  suicide  medium  chosen  by  Stephen 
George  Hall,  a  Stoke  Newington  insurance  agent;  salt  of 
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Senion  was  taken  Uy  Ethel  Elizabeth  Viney,  of  Lewisham, 
whose  dead  body  "was  found  cn  Hayes  t'oniinon  ;  Morris 
Henvitz.  of  Whitechapel,  poisoned  himself  with  match- 
heads  ;  and  Charles  Frederic  k  Skin  ier,  a  Briahton  umbrella- 
maker,  drank  nitric  acid.  Four  oxalic-acid  .suicides  are  re- 
■ported,  the  victims  bein»  f-'usan  Thurlow-  (25).  of  Rochester; 
Fannv  Boden  Disley  (31).  of  We.st  Derby:  Elizabeth  Plin- 
ston  "(52),  of  Warrington;  and  Martha  Walker  (25).  of 
Hackney.  Thrc*  suicides  by  means  of  carbolic  acid  took 
iplace.  Mrs.  Florence  Mdcbottom.  of  O.Kford.  poisoned  her- 
:se!f  with  carbolic  acid  in  the  Hotel  Mc^Lropule.  Eondon. 
Flora  Daisy  Smith  (22),  of  Leytonstone.  drank  crude  car- 
bolic acid  a"t  the  hou.se  of  a  friend.  William  Evans,  a  coach- 
man residing  in  St.  John's  Wood,  obtained  an  unlabelled 
bottle  of  carbolic  acid  from  a  borough  counc  il  employe  cn 
the  pretext  that  it  was  for  the  drains,  drank  a  large  quan- 
tity, and  died. 


3rlc>b  Bcvvs, 


I.OCaI  newspapers  containing   markec)  items  of  news  Interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

No  C  hvistmas-boxes. 
The  Tralcc^  drug-traders  have  joined  a  newly  formed  local 
Society  for  the  protection  of  mutual  intere.sts.    The  mem- 
bers have  re.solved,  under  a  penalty  of  50/.,  to  clisccutinue 
in  future  the  giving  of  Christmas-boxes. 

A  New  Factory. 
Mr.  P.  N.  White,  manufacturing  chemist,  Sligo,  has 
erected  a  splendid  fiKtory,  efjuipped  witli  un-to-date 
inachinery,  for  the  preparation  of  calf-meal,  cattle,  horse, 
.sheep,  and  pig  foods,  etc.  Mr.  White  is  taking  steps  to 
have  these  produ  ts  sold  all  o\er  the  country. 

No  Increase  for  the  Dispensers. 
The  Local  Government  Board  has  refu.sed  to  sanction  the 
increase  from  81/.  to  100/.  a  year  proposed  to  be  given  by 
the  North  Dublin  Poor-law  Guardians  to  the  dispensers  in 
that  I'nioTi,  cn  the  ground  (hat  the  officers  concerned  have 
/Slot  served  sufficiently  long  to  warrant  the  increase. 

Mcthylated-spir-t  Drinking. 
Recent  magisterial  remarks  on  the  prevalence  of  methy- 

•  lated-spirit  drinking  in  Derry  city  have  produced  a  contro- 
■  versy  on  the  sfrii.  lures  passed  on  some  chemists  in  connection 
i  therewith.    Mr.  James  Glendinning,  a  Derry  chemist,  has 

taken  up  the  cudgels,  and  in  (he  course  of  a  letter  appeals 
ito  the  authorities  to  protect  the  trade  against  n  elhylated- 
•spirit  drinkers. 

Object  to  Return  Empties. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Ball  nrobe  Guardians.  Messrs.  R. 
■Rumner  &  Co.,  l>i\crpool.  wrote  applying  for  71.  7x.  10c/., 
the  cost  of  )iicdi(  ine-cmpties  whii  li  had  not  been  returned. 
The  Clerk  .said  he  had  al.so  a  bill  for  6/.  15.-'.  from  Messrs. 
Boiiean  &  Boyd,  Ik'lfast,  who  stated  that  it  was  over  twelve 
months  due.    The  empties  were  for  several  dispensaries, 
including  Hallymount,  but  Dr.  Hughes,  meaical  officer  of 
;  (his  dispensary,  said  all  the  medicine-empties  there  had  been 
:  returned,  and  Messi's.  Boileau  &  Boyd  had  never  paid 

•  carriage  on  them.  It  was  decided  to  .send  copies  of  the 
Lletters  to  the  medical  officers  for  reports. 


Scotcb  t^cwe. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  Items  of  news  interesting 
to  tlie  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Personab 

Mr.  Magnus  H.   Webster,    Ph.C.  son  of  Mr.  .John 
Webster,  chemist,  Buckie,  is  joining  Messrs.  McKesson  & 
Robbins's  laboratory  and  scientific  staff  at  >,'ew  York. 
Apprentice  Chemist  Dies  in  a  Ditch. 

The  body  of  a  lad  found  in  a  ditch  near  Lesnudiagow  on 
November  15  has  since  been  identified  as  that  of  Daniel 
Logan,  apprentice  chemist,  who  resided  with  his  father  at 
125  Ardgowan  Street,  Gla-sgow.  On  his  body  was  fcund 
a  diary  and  written  in  pencil  thereon  was  "Good-bye, 
mother.  God  bless  you  all. — Dax."  He  had  been  studying 
bard  for  his  examination. 

Glasgow  INotes. 

Crowds  are  being  attracted  to  a  i  ity  drug-store  liy  a  dis- 
tribution of  free  samples  of  a  much-advertised  pic  pnetary. 


The  cold-snap  lias  already  given  a  decided  fillip  to  busi- 
ness. Chemists"  windows  are  assuming  a  "Christmassy  " 
aspect.  _  The  boxed  perfume  and  the  bottled  ginger-wine 
essence  represent  respectively  the  sesthetic  and  the  utili- 
tarian phases  of  the  festive  sea.son. 

The  application  of  the  Shop-hours  Act,  1904.  appears 
to  be  leading  to  serious  complications.  The  Shopkeepers' 
Associations  held  a  general  conference  with  the  City  IMagis- 
trates  on  November  21.  The  representatives  of  the  former 
urged  that  no  closing  order  apjilying  only  to  one  trade  or 
district  would  be  workable,  and  evinced  a  disposition  to 
coerce  refractoi'v  trades  or  individual  inemliers  of  them. 

A  systematic  anthropological  survey  of  Scotch  school- 
children, which  is  being  conducted  at  present  all  over  the 
country,  is  now  in  operation  in  Glasgow.  The  survey,  which 
deals  with  various  physical  characters,  such  as  height,  form 
and  size  of  head,  colour  of  hair  and  eyes,  state  of  teeth,  etc., 
iu(  hides  tests  for  visual  defects,  and  Mr.  R.  Tocher,  Ph.C, 
F.S.M.C.  etc.,  Vi(  toria  Road,  is,  among  others,  engaged  in 
this  work. 

Soir.e  time  ago  the  Corporation  of  Glasgow  jietitioned 
the  Se.retary  for  Scotland  to  have  ether  included  in  the 
scheduled  poisons  by  an  Order  in  Council.  The  Lord  Pre- 
sident of  Council  has  this  week  sent  a  conmiunication  to 
the  Corporation,  stating  that,  after  consultation  with  liis 
expert  advisers  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  he  is  of 
opinion  that  there  do  not  appear  to  be  adequate  public 
grounds  for  restricting  the  sale  of  ether  in  Great  Britain. 
Ordinary  ether,  he  points  out.  is  not  a  poison  in  the  com- 
mcnlv  accepted  sense  of  the  term,  and  if  it  were  to  be 
schecluled  because  it  is  used  as  an  intoxicant  there  is  lu) 
logiial  rcascn  why  alcohol  should  not  be  similarly  treated. 
The  l.rw  expressly  prohibits  the  sale,  under  a  penalty  of 
100/.,  of  any  derivative  of  methylated  spirit  for  use  as  a 
beverage,  and  his  Lordship  is  informed  that  if  any  person 
were  caught  retailing  such  ether  for  consumption  a.s  a 
beverage  there  would  be  little  or  no  difficulty  in  ))roving 
that  the  ether  was  made  from  methylated  spirit. 

British  Optical  Association. 
At  the  recent  examinations  held  by  this  Association  for 
the  Dioptric  grade  in  Glasgow,  the  following  were  suc- 
cessful.   Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  chemists  : 


'James  Abbott,  Glasgow 
James    S.    Ewen,  Castlo 

Douglas 
'VVm.  Thomson,  Glasgow 
Alec.  Fra.ser,  Paisley 
Harvey  P.  Arthur,  Glasgow 
Jcihu  Scott,  Glasgow 
John  M.  Orr,  Saltcoats 
(>oo.  McGibbon.  Pa'slev 
W.     C.     P.  McQuilkiii, 

Glasgow 
■  Patrick  Mitchell,  Dumbar- 
ton 

•Tames  Chalmers,  Glasgow 
"Thomas     tbitlirio,  Clyde- 
bank 


Glasgow 
Canipbel- 

Kirkiiit  II- 


*Jamcs  Crombie, 
*Joseph  Donald, 

town 
"''John  McLcllai 

loch 

*Dugald  Taylor,  Motherwell 
Smith  Emmott,  Glas.gow 
A.  B.  Mclntyre,  Glasgow 
Hugh  Neill,  Olasgow 
J.  \V.  McWhirter,  Glasgow 

*T.  M.  Robertson,  Glasgow 
Geo.  McMurray,  Gatehouso 
A.  C.  Eraser,  Glasgow 

*Robert    Stevenson,  Prest- 
wick 


jfrencb  IRewe. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Degree  of  Doctor  in  Piurmacv  is  becoming  more 
and  more  popular  among  Parisian  pharmacists,  f^ighteen 
candidates  presented  tliemselves  for  it  at  the  Paris  Superior 
School  of  Pharmacy  during  the  last  scholastic  year,  as 
compared  with  two  for  the  "Superior"  j)harmacy  diploma. 
1  hear  that  an  English  Minor  man,  who  also  holds  the 
French  diploma,  will  probably  be  a  candidate  for  this 
degree  in  the  near  future. 

KuROKi's  Chemist  Cousin. — Mr.  Oyama  Yis.sc-,  a  young 
.Japanese,  was  arrested  one  night  last  week  in  the  rue  de  U 
Roqu'^tte,  Paris.  He  was  singing  at  the  top  of  his  voice, 
and  abused  the  policemen.  "  A  sadder  and  a  wiser  man  he 
woke  the  morrow  morn,"  and  apologised  to  the  Commissary 
of  Police.  "  I  am  a  cousin  of  General  Kuroki,"  he  ex- 
plained, "and  am  at  Paris  to  complete  my  studie^  ia 
chemistry.''    The  Ccmmis.sary  let  him  off  with  a  caution. 
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Dr.  Bro¥ardel,  Dean  of  the  ratuMy  of  Medicine  of 
Paris,  lectured  last  week  in  the  Salle  des  Fetes  du  Grai:d 
Orient  (Freemasons'  Hall)  on  white-lead  poisoning.  He 
eloquently  pleaded  the  necessity  and  the  possibility  of 
the  legal  prohibition  of  the  use  of  white-lead  paints  and 
the  substitution  of  zinc  white. 

Strangers  within  thk  Gates. — The  latest  .statistics  of 
(he  University  of  Paris  showed  twenty-two  foreign 
students  inscribed  on  the  books  of  the  Superior  School  of 
Pharmacy.  Two  were  Russian,  two  were  from  Alsace- 
Lorraine,  three  from  Hayti.  and  eight  from  the  Turkish 
Empire.  These  latter  figures  are  eloquent  as  to  French 
tradition  in  Hayti  and  Gallit-  intiuem  e  in  the  Levant. 
The  Argentine  Kepublic,  Belgium,  Cuba,  Greece,  Spain, 
■Switzerland,  and  our  own  colony  of  Cypius  were  each 
represented  by  a  single  student. 

No  More  Overcrowding. — The  average  Frenchman 
seems  at  last  to  have  grasped  the  state  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical profession  here,  and  to  hesitate  to  push  his  own 
-sons  and  nephews  in  this  direction.  A  marked  diminution 
is  observable  in  the  number  of  students  at  many  schools. 
The  abolition  of  the  "  second-class"  diploma  now  shuts  out 
all  youths  who  cannot  pass  the  French  B.A.  examination, 
jind  the  approaching  reduction  of  army  service  to  two 
years  for  pharmacists  and  non-pharmacists  alike  dis- 
courages that  class  who  have  always  sought  a  university 
diploma  chiefly  as  a  method  of  escaping  the  extra  two 
years  in  barracks. 

Managers  and  Assist.^nts  in  Mutualist  Phaejiaciks. — 
an  article  in  a  trade  journal  of  pharmacy  attacking  the 
"mutualist"  establishments  M.  Lafont  asserted  that  the 
■  managers  are  paid  from  125f.  to  250f.  a  month,  and  left 
imost  of  their  work  to  assistants  at  llOf.  to  180f.  per  month, 
whose  hours  are  long  and  whose  treatment  is  harsh.  The 
Assistants'  Association  naturally  took  up  the  matter,  and 
wrote  to  various  "mutual"  (benefit)  societies  asking  for 
I'acts  and  figures.  The  three  replies  quoted  state  that  in 
each  case  the  head  pharmacist  receives  300f.  a  month  (in 
one  case  with  lodging).  The  assistants  receive  200f.  to  225f. 
in  one  case,  and  125f.  in  another.  The  hours  vary  from 
ien  to  twelve  per  diem  (Sunday  closing  at  1  r.M.  as  a  rule). 
Night  service  is  practically  /(//,  and  "  Etrennes  "  are  given 
fit  the  beginning  of  each  year. 

The  Dritggist  Rises  to  the  Occasion.--"  A  litre  of 
vvitriol,  please."  said  Eugenie  Saloman,  a  poorly  dressed 
.woman,  entering  a  Parisian  drug-shop  last  week.  "  What 
;tor  ?  "  asked  the  druggist.  "To  clean  copper  vessels." 
■"Then  it  is  the  weak  solution  ycu  require?"  "No;  the 
■strongest  you  have."  The  clruggist's  suspicions  were 
.aroused.  He  coloured  a  litre  of  water  with  aniline  and 
Jianded  it  to  his  customer.  She  hid  herself  outside  a 
butcher's,  and  threw  a  bowlful  in  the  face  of  Florent 
Will,  one  of  the  assistants,  by  whom  she  had  been  deserted 
.after  a  cohabitation  of  three  years  and  the  birth  of  a  baby. 
The  butcher's  man  fell  to  the  ground,  uttering  piercing 
cries  and  believing  himself  disfiguied  for  life.  The  couple 
were  conducted  to  the  nearest  police  station.  When  Florent 
Will  saw  himself  in  the  glass,  face  and  beard  redder  than 
an  Indian  on  the  war-path,  he  burst  out  into  a  fit  of 
laughter  and  refused  to  take  out  a  sunnnons  against  his 
disappointed  aggressor. 

Poisoning  by  Cocaine. — A  doctor  of  the  town  of 
Hoanne  has  been  on  his  trial  on  a  charge  of  homicide  by 
.imprudence  through  having  caused  the  death  of  a  patient 
'by  an  overdose  of  cocaine  injected  hypoderniically  to  re- 
'iieve  pain.  The  close  injected  was  2  grams.  He  had 
already  voluntarily  paid  an  indemnity  to  the  widow  of 
■iiis  unfortunate  patient,  and  was  condemned  to  a  fine  of 
■SOOf.  (20/.).  The  case  was  heard  again  before  the  Lyons 
Court  of  Appeal  last  week.  The  fact  that  death  was  due 
<o  cocaine  was  admitted,  but  the  defendant  was  able  to 
■show  that  an  accepted  authority  on  the  subject.  Professor 
Tillaux.  had  in  his  "  Treatise  of  Clinical  Surgery"  (second 
■edition),  published  in  1891,  reconnnended  the  injection 
of  1^  gram  in  diluted  form,  though  in  a  later  edition 
he  had  published  a  caution  against  the  use  of  cocaine  in 
■titrong  doses.  This  told  in  the  defendant's  favour.  The 
end  of  the  case  was  that  the  original  soitcncc  was  quashed 
end  the  doctor  acquitted. 


i6a0t  3nMan  IHcwa. 

(From  our  own  Correspondent. ) 

Poisons  Ordin.^^nce. — Among  the  Bills  about  to  be  in- 
troduced in  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments is  a  Poisons  Ordinance.  At  present  nothing  of  the 
kind  exists. 

Change  of  Manal-ehshir. — Mr.  A.  E.  Smith,  manager 
of  Me.s.srs.  Maynard  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  f-ingapore,  for  the  past 
three  years,  is  leaving  lor  home,  having  joined  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  staff.  Mr.  Smith  will 
probably  represent  the  firm  in  some  part  of  the  East. 
Mr.  Hearly,  who  recently  arrived  from  hon:e,  has  taken 
up  the  managership  of  Messrs.  Maynard  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

A  New  Medical  School. — A  movement  is  on  foot  to 
establish  a  medical  school  in  Singapore.  The  Hon.  Tan 
Jiak  Kim,  a  well-known  Chinese  gentleman,  is  interesting 
himself  greatly  in  the  matter,  and  is  trying  to  raise  the 
sum  of  ^i71.0uO  from  Chinese  and  other  natives  in  the 
Straits  Settlements,  Federated  Malay  States,  and  ad- 
joining countries.  Should  he  be  successful  in  raising  the 
amouiit,  the  Government  is  prepared  to  give  up  part  of  the 
present  lunatic-asylum  building  and  equip  it  for  teaching 
purpose.5.  The  project,  so  far,  has  met  with  a  fair  measure! 
ot  success,  many  ot  the  better-class  local  Chinese  being 
in  favour  of  it.  At  present  students  from  the  Straits  who 
wish  to  stu'^y  medicine  go  as  a  rule  either  to  India  or  to 
Hong-Kong.  .  ■  ■ 

SINGAPORE  MORPHINE  ORDINANCE. 

This  iin^csurc  pa-^c.l  llic  third  and  filial  leadiiiir  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council  on  October  7,  and  forthwith  became  law.  It 
repeals  the  Morphine  Ordinance  ot  1903,  which  was  for  tho 
resulatiuu  of  tlie  inipovtatiou,  sale,  and  u.sc  of  morphine, 
and  came  into  force  on  January  1  of  this  year  (see  ('.  ct-  2>., 
Oct<)b,-v  25.  page  722).  \\"lien  the  (.Hrlinar.ce  wa.s  lirst  brought 
into  Council,  a  meeting  of  chemists  representing  the  local 
firms  was  held  and  the  matter  di.scussed.  It  was  decided  tcj 
ask  the  Principal  Civil  Medical  Otticer  if  the  definition  of 
••morphine"  as  set  out  in  the  Bill  was  intended  to  iiicludo 
tr.  opii,  liii.  opii,  ext.  opii  lici.,  etc.  -preparations  not  made 
dirrctl.v  from  any  of  the  alkaloids  of  opium.  The  reply  was 
in  the  affirmative.  It  was  also  pointed  out  that  the  definition 
of  •■  qualified  chemist  and  druggist  "  used  in  Clause  2  of  tho 
draft  was  not  consistent  with  that  of  "  chemist  and  druggist," 
as  native  apothecaries  who  might  get  licences  from  the 
P.C.M.O.  would  thus  bo  designated  •  qualified  chemists 
and  druggists  "  acc  n-diiig  to  the  Ordinance.  The  word 
'■  licensed"'  was  accordingly  substituted  for  "qualified."  At 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  several  small  alterations  were 
made,  and  an  additional  clause  introduced  giving  power  to 
the  P.C.M.O.  to  grant  certificates  of  competence,  after 
cxaniiiiatioii,  to  local  cliemists.  The  chemists  asked  the 
P.C.M.O.  to  grant  an  interview  to  one  of  their  number  to 
discuss  the  Bill  in  its  amended  form;  this  was  granted,  and 
the  P.C.M.O.  stated  then  that  examination  f(jr  local  quali- 
fications will  probably  be  conducted  by  himself  in  conjunction 
v,  ith  a  board  of  local  chemists  holding  British  certificates. 
He  also  stated  that  it  is  not  intended  to  grant  any  certificate 
or  confer  any  title  on  those  who  may  pass,  but  merely  to 
give  them  the  usual  licence  to  sell  morphine.  So  far  as 
chemists  and  druggists  are  concerned,  the  1903  Ordinance 
worked  satisfactorily,  but  it  appears  that  a  large  amount 
of  morphine-smuggling  has  been  going  on,  and  this  is  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  opium-farmer.  Hence  the  new 
and  more  stringent  Ordinance.  Tho  Opium  and  Spirit  Farm 
has  been  causing  the  Government  a  good  deal  of  anxiety 
lately.  The  farm  is  let  on  a  three-years"  lease,  and  the 
present  lease  was  secured  by  the  previous  farmer  at  almost 
double  the  former  rate.  The  increased  amount  he  hoped 
to  recoup  through  increased  demand  due  to  a  growing  popu- 
lation and  the  increased  selling-rate  fixed  by  Government 
($3  per  tahil  instead  of  $2.20),  but  the  anticipated  demand 
has  not  yet  taken  place,  and  opium-smokers  complain  of  tho 
poor  qualit.v  of  the  farm  opium  and  its  high  price.  Clcmse- 
qucntly  illicit  use  of  morphine  and  smuggling  of  opium  have 
been  on  the  increase.  The  farmer  has  been  losing  mono.v, 
and  has  appealed  to  Government  for  a  reduction  of  his 
contract-price.  For  the  present  a  reduction  of  $170,000  per 
month  has  been  allowed,  and  the  quality  of  tho  chandu  sold 
must  be  kept  up  to  a  definite  standard.  As  anything  that 
will  prevent  opium  and  morphine  smuggling  increases  the 
opium-farmer's  business,  and  hence  the  revenue  of  the  Colony 
derived  therefrom,  the  real  reason  for  the  introduction  of 
tliis  new  Morpliine  Ordinance  seems  to  be  that  it  will  protect 
tho  interest  of  the  firir.er. 
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(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 


The  Public  Drug  Co.,  Atwood,  Ontario,  has  been  incor- 
porated with  a  capital  of  $50,000,  to  manufacture  drugs, 
medicines,  etc.  The  provisional  directors  include  Messrs. 
J.  A.  Mitchell.  C.  H.  McFarlane,  and  S.  Petrie,  Atwood. 

The  Tuberculosis  Le.-vgue  opened  a  public  dispensary 
at  691  Dorchester  Street,  Montreal,  on  Monday,  No- 
vember 13.  Its  object  is  to  give  opportunity  of  advice  to 
those  wishing  to  go  to  a  sanatorium,  or  not  knowing  how 
to  treat  this  disease. 

Compound  Jam. — Jam-makers  who  use  glucose  in  the 
manufacture  of  their  products  are  now  required  to  mark 
the  jam  with  the  word  "compound,"  and  the  Minister  of 
Inland  Revenue  is  taking  steps  to  enforce  the  Pure  Food 
Act  in  this  respect. 

Anti-spitting  Laws. — The  Montreal  City  Council  have 
adopted  an  anti-spitting  by-law  which  prohibits  spitting 
upon  "side-walks,"  street-cars,  and  other  public  convey- 
ances, and  in  churches  or  public  halls.  In  the  copy  of  the 
by-law  we  have  received  the  penalty  is  not  stated. 

Vaccine  Caused  Fatal  Lockjaw. — Alfred  CoUings,  aged 
nine,  s.on  of  Mr.  A.  Collings,  druggist,  Toronto,  died  on 
November  4  from  lockjaw  which,  the  father  says, 
developed  from  vaccination.  The  family  moved  from 
Cooksville  recently,  and  in  compliance  with  the  school 
regulations,  the  lad  was  vaccinated  three  weeks  before  his 
death.    Tetanus  developed  about  a  fortnight  later. 

A  Corundum-mine. — The  Sapphire  corundum-mine,  in 
Peterboro'  County,  Ont.,  which  has  been  closed  owing  to 
the  alleged  frauds  by  Mr.  I^.  T.  Hooley,  who  sank 
thousands  of  dollars  in  the  mine,  will  be  reopened  and 
operated  again.  It  is  the  richest  corundum-mine  in  the 
world.  Mr.  L.  A.  Morrison,  Toronto,  former  manager, 
who  exposed  Hooley,  is  to  take  up  the  management  again. 

Linseed-oil  Duty. — A  point  which  is  engaging  the  at- 
tention of  the  Minister  of  Customs  is  the  duty  payable  on 
linseed  oil.  The  oil  is  contracted  for  early  in  the  year  for 
shipment  during  the  season  of  navigation.  The  law  as  it 
now  stands  levies  duty  on  the  open  market  price  at  the 
time  of  shipment  rather  than  of  purchase,  and  if  the 
price  has  advanced  duty  has  to  be  paid  on  such  increase. 
.Similarly  if  the  price  falls  the  duty  is  on  the  lower  price. 
Tills  class  of  transaction  has  been  excepted  from  the  action 
of  the  special  duty  when  the  value  of  the  goods  at  the 
time  of  shipment  is  greater  than  at  the  time  of  purchase, 
provided  always  that  the  latter  was  the  market  price. 

Methyl-alcohol  Dangers. — Deodorised  wood  alcohol 
has  been  used  considerably  in  Canada  of  late  years  in  place 
bf  grain  alcohol  in  the  manufacture  and  adulteration  not 
only  of  spirituous  liquors,  but  also  as  a  menstruum  in  many 
toilet-preparations  and  remedies  for  internal  and  external 
use.  It  is  used  principally  for  cheapness  ;  wood  alcohol  is 
untaxed  and  costs  50c.  per  gal.,  while  grain  alcohol,  taxed, 
retails  at  about  .$2.60  per  gal.  Moreover,  the  harmful 
character  of  methyl  alcohol  has  not  hitherto  been  recognised 
by  many  manufacturers.  Many  members  of  the  medical 
profession  are  inclined  to  be  sceptical  regarding  the 
poisonous  nature  of  methyl  alcohol,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
this  year  Dr.  Frank  Puller,  of  Montreal,  and  Dr. 
Casey  Wood,  of  Chicago,  undertook  an  investigation 
on  the  subject  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ophthal- 
mological  Section  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 
The  investigators  found  that  about  175  cases  of  blindness 
and  about  100  deaths  during  the  past  seven  or  eio;ht  years 
could  be  directly  traced  to  wood  alcohol  in  various  forms 
of  manufacture.  Those  are  only  published  instances,  and 
Drs.  Puller  and  Wood  consider  that  their  investigations 
confirm  the  suspicions  of  many  physicians  that  the  fumes 
of  wood  alcohol  are  a  dangerous  menace  to  eyesight,  and 
that  the  consensus  of  opinion  is  opposed  to  the  statement 
of  various  makers  of  deodorised  wood  alcohol  that  its 
external  use  in  liniments,  alcohol  "rubs,"  baths,  cosmetics, 
hair-tonics,  and  perfumes,  is  always  devoid  of  danger  to  the 
sight.  Drs.  Puller  and  Wood  suggest  that  methyl  alcohol, 
in  any  of  its  forms,  should  be  treated  as  a  poison  and  subject 
to  the  laws  of  the  various  States  restricting  and  regulating 
the  sale  of  poisons. 


Socict\>  of  Chcnu6t*®ptictan6. 


THE  first  open  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  the 
lecture-theatre  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ou 
Monday  evening,  November  21,  at  eight  o'clock.  Althougli 
a  torrential  rain  had  been  falling  for  an  hour  or  two  before 
the  meeting,  the  attendance  was  fairly  satisfactory, 
between  fifty  and  sixty  (including  several  ladies)  being, 
present,  among  whom  were  Mr.  C.  J.  Garibaldi  Bunkei" 
President  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Harcombe  Cuff,  Secretary, 
Mr.  A.  Higgs,  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Julius  Ciesar,  Mr. 
Rex  Blanchtord,  Mr.  A.  E.  Grey  (Potwright  &  Grev),  Mr. 
Cornish,  Mr.  G.  S.  V.  Wills,  'Mr.  Horsey,  Mr.  Palmer 
(President  Thames  Valley  Chemists'  Association),  Mr. 
John  Brown  (Camberwell),  Mr.  Han.son  (Sidcup),  Mr. 
Clark.son  (West  Hartlepool),  Mr.  Maskew  (Clacton),  Mr. 
Hopper  (Forest  Gate),  and  Mr.  Cranston  (Hither  Green). 

The  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  hear  a  lantern-lecture^ 
by  Mr.  Alfred  Clarke,  of  Messrs.  Wood  &  Co.,  Queen 
Street,  Cheapside,  E.C.  The  President,  in  opening  ih<- 
proceedings  a  few  minutes  after  eight,  said  it  was  his 
duty  to  welcome  those  present  at  the  first  meeting  of  tin; 
Society,  and  he  was  pleased  to  think  that  it  was  held  m 
the  house  of  the  nima  mater  of  chemists.  He  thanked  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  for  their  courte.sy  in  the  matter, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  fact  that  the  Society  had  extended 
its  hospitality  to  them  as  chemist-opticians  would  not  b(^ 
construed  by  outsiders  as  an  identification  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  with  the  policy  of  opticians.  He  regretted 
that  the  idea  had  got  abroad  that  the  opticians  of  to-da.\- 
are  encroaching  on  the  preserves  of  medical  men.  H<^ 
maintained  that  since  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company  had 
instituted  its  examinations  opticians  had  become  a  better 
qualified  class  of  men,  who  were  doing  a  distinct  public; 
service,  so  that  whatever  the  medical  profession  may  think 
or  do  will  not  stamp  them  out.  (Hear,  hear.)  The 
Pi'esident  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  advantages  that  .sight - 
testing  has  been  to  the  community,  and  the  c  all  there  is  m 
this  respect  which  has  not  been  met  by  medical  practitioners, 
so  that  the  optician  does  not  tread  upon  the  toes  of  the 
medical  man,  but  helps  liim  greatly,  while  skilled  oculists 
are  pleased  to  feel  that  with  the  increased  knowledge  of 
opticians  they  are  able  to  ref^r  many  cases  to  them  whi(.l\ 
otherwise  would  pass  untreated.  He  felt  sure  that  with 
better  information  the  medical  profession  would  look  upon 
chemist-opticians  as  friends,  and  not  foes.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  was  glad  to  say  that  the  opposition  was  confined  to  in 
few,  and  hoped  that  the  fact  that  pharmacy  and  optics  arc; 
linked  together  in  the  Society  would  not  be  construed  to 
mean  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  given 
countenance  to  what  they  were  doing  or  may  do.  The 
President  then  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  rules  and  objec  ts 
of  the  Society,  and  said  he  was  afraid  that  in  the  published 
title  of  the  lecture  they  had  been  somewhat  premature,  and 
this  may  have  induced  the  criticism  recently  published.  The; 
title  of  the  lecture  was  really  "  Procedure  in  Optology." 
At  the  second  open  meeting  it  is  hoped  that  Dr.  Eccle^i 
will  give  a  lecture,  and  next  session  it  is  expected  that 
meetings  will  be  held  in  the  country  for  the  benefit  of 
provincial  members. 

The  Lecture. 

j\Ir.  Clarke  said  it  is  of  importance  in  sight-testing  to 
select  just  those  methods  which  are  simplest,  most  reliable, 
and  most  easily  and  quickly  prac  tised.  As  a  preliminary 
the  acuteness  of  vision  is  ascertained  by  means  of  test- 
letters  arranged  in  a  decreasing  order  of  magnitude,  and 
bearing  numbers  indicating  the  distances  at  which  they 
should  be  legible  to  an  eye  with  normal  acuteness  of  vi.sion. 
The  acuteness  of  vision  is  then  expressed  by  a  fraction  hav- 
ing for  its  numerator  tlie  arithmetical  expression  of  tlio 
distance  between  the  patient  and  the  test-letters,  and  for  its 
denominator  the  distance — expressed  in  like  terms — at 
which  the  smallest  letters  legible  by  the  patient  ought  to  be-; 
legible  )iy  an  eye  having  normal  acuteness  of  vision.  This 
factor,  based  upon  well-founded  data,  should  be  at  once; 
noted  in  the  case-hook.  Mr.  Clarke  here  projected  a  slide; 
on  the  screen  to  illustrate  the  principles  upon  which  the; 
test-types  have  been  constructed  ;  the  point  being  that  the; 
large  letter  of  an  ordinary  card  of  test-types  marked  for 
200  feet  must  be  of  such  dimensions  that  lines  drawn  from 
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its  extreme  points  through  the  nodal  point  of  the  eye  shall 
make  an  angle  of  not  less  than  five  minutes  with  each  ether 
at  their  point  of  intersection.  The  results  obtained  with 
the  test-types  are  not,  however,  necessarily  accurate  or 
final,  several  factors  rendering  dependence  on  a  subjective 
test  more  or  less  a  delusion  and  a  snare.'  Incidentally  Mr. 
Clarke  advocated  the  simplest  form  of  trial-lenses  :  elabo- 
rate refractometers  are  disturbing  to  the  repose  of  the 
patient,  so  essential  to  the  attainment  of  satisfactory  results. 
To  illustrate  the  insufficiency  of  subjective  tests,  the  case  of 
A  hypermetrope  was  taken,  in  which,  without  conscious 
effort,  part  of  the  defect  is  concealed.  To  meet  this  diffi- 
culty resort  is  had  to  objective  tests.  The  methods  are 
■either  the  indirect  one  with  miri'or  and  lens,  the  direct 
method,  the  refraction  opthalmoscope.  or  the  shadow-test 
.(skiascopy),  by  means  of  a  mirror  alone.  Any  of  these 
inethods  properly  applied  will  enable  one  to  estimate  with 
mathematical  accuracy  the  refraction  of  an  eye.  The  in- 
direct method  involves  a  mental  estimate  by  the  observer  of 
an  apparent  increase  or  decrease  in  the  size  of  the  disc  when 
the  lens  before  the  patient's  eye  is  brought  further  away 
from  it,  and  to  be  accurate  necessitates  the  use  of  atropine, 
and  for  this  reason  the  lecturer  did  not  go  into  details  of  the 
process.  The  method  of  testing  by  the  I'efraction  ophthal- 
anoscope  is  in  the  same  category  :  it  involves  the  suspension 
■of  the  function  of  accommodation  not  only  in  the  patient 
Jjut  also  in  the  observer.  The  direct  method  requires  the 
use  of  the  mirror  alone,  the  fundus  being  observed  through 
the  sight-hole  of  the  mirror,  and  on  moving  the  mirror  from 
3ide  to  side  the  image  of  the  disc  appears  to  move  in  the 
iame  direction  as  the  observer,  or  in  the  contrary  direction. 
This  was  illustrated  by  a  lantern-slide,  during  the  exhibi- 
tion of  which  the  piinciples  of  the  method  were  more  fully 
explained.    Turning  then  to  the 

SHADOW-TEST,   OK  SKIASCOrv, 

Mr.  Clarke  pronounced  it  the  easiest  and  most  practical 
,niethod.  and  fully  as  reliable  as  the  preceding.  Reference 
was  made  to  the  mechanical  devices  lor  applying  the  test, 
among  them  being  one  devised  by  the  lecturer  as  far  fcack 
as  18y7,  when  in  practice  at  Perth,  Western  Australia.  A 
-series  of  slides  were  now  projected  on  the  screen  to  make 
tiear  the  principles  of  this  test,  two  of  the  points  being 
,(1)  that  with  an  illumination  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
patient's  fundus  there  is  a  corresponding  ittumination  of  the 
iipper  part  of  the  observer's  fundus,  and  (2)  that  with  a 
plane  mirror,  when  the  patient's  far  point  is  between  the 
patient  and  the  observer,  the  movement  of  the  shadow  in 
the  pupillary  area  is  against  the  movement  of  the  mirror. 
With  the  skiascope  the  optician  locates  the  patient's  far 
point  by  finding  the  exact  point  where  rotation  of  the  mirror 
produces  no  perceptible  movement  of  the  light  area  and 
^jordering  shadow  in  the  patient's  pupil  either  with  or 
against  the  movement  of  the  mirror.  This  is  called  the 
point  of  reversal,  and  it  is  the  accurate  locating  of  this  point 
which  is  the  foundation  of  skiascopy  as  a  means  of 
estimating  refraction.  How  to  find  out  what  lens  will 
render  emergent  rays  parallel  or  bring  parallel  rays  to  a 
focus  on  the  patient's  retina  was  then  gone  into.  In 
astigmatism  not  only  can  the  actual  refractive  condition  in 
any  meridian  be  estimated,  but  the  direction  of  the  principal 
meridians  can  be  located  with  extreme  accuracy  .under 
certain  conditions  of  the  patient,  the  light,  and  the  observer. 

The  lecturer  next  discussed  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
use  of  there  instruments  is  properly  within  the  scope  of  the 
refractionist,  arriving  by  arguments  at  the  point  that  it 
as  within  the  province  of  any  intelligent  optician  to  take 
advantage  of  every  possible  means  of  examination.  The 
next  few  slides  were  illustrations  of  abnormal  conditions 
met  with  in  the  optician's  consulting-room,  the  idea  being 
to  guard  the  sight-tester  against  infringing  on  the  province 
of  the  medical  man.  The  importance  of  urging  the  patient 
to  seek  medical  aid  in  diseases  of  the  eye  v;as  particularly 
impressed  on  the  audience.  The  latter  part  of  the-  lecture 
was  taken  up  with  some  interesting  statistics  of  the  probable 
Slumber  of  persons  who  are  not  enjoying  the  full  visual 
acuity  that  they  should.  These  were  founded  on  statistics 
made  by  the  lecturer  on  the  children  attending  one  of  the 
Australian  State  schools.  Nearly  70  per  cent,  of  the 
children  had  defects  of  vision.  What  a  field  of  legitimate 
work  lies  before  the  optician  ! 

The  lecture  commenced  at  8.15,  and  did  not  finish  until 


9.40,  but  there  were  several  breakdowns  of  the  electric 
lantern  used  for  showing  the  slides. 

The  Chairman,  in  inviting  discussion  on  the  lecture, 
referred  to  the  value  of  the  retiniscope  and  ophthalmoscope, 
and  recommended  all  cheniist-opticians  to  make  themselves 
thoroughly  familiar  with  them  in  sight-testing. 

Mr.  Higgs  then  moved  a  vote  of  thanks,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  said  there  is  a  grand  future  for  opticians,  and 
there  is  every  call  for  them,  as  medical  men  know  little  about 
eye-testing.  Similarly,  he  said,  there  is  a  great  future 
before  the  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians.  Mr.  .Julius  Caesar 
formally  seconded  this  motion,  which  was  passed  with 
acclamation.  Mr.  Clarke  having  briefly  acknowledged  the 
vote,  Mr.  Cornish  moved  that  the  best  thanks  of  the  Society 
should  be  given  to  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  for  their  courtesy  and  kindness  in 
I  permitting  the  meeting  to  be  held  there  that  evening.  He 
,  said  it  augured  well  that  the  first  meeting  should  be  under 
the  wing  of  the  alma  ina/i'r.  J\lr.  Blanchford  seconded  the 
motion,  which  was  also  heartily  agreed  to,  and  afterwards 
those  present  inspected  the  display  of  apparatus  on  the 
lecture-table. 

At  a  Council  Meeting 
held  earlier  on  the  san:c  day,  the  following  were  elected 
!  members  :  Mr.  T.  0.  Barlow.  Basingstoke  ;  Mr.  A.  Cousins, 
Buckfa-stleiijh  ;  Mr.  T.  L.  Nichnlls.  Chelmsford;  Mr.  W. 
Payne,  Hitchin;  Mr.  G.  F.  Pitt,  Barnstaple;  Mr.  H.  Robins, 
Wantage;  Mr.  W.  Wilcocksoii,  Hinckley;  Mr.  J.  Wood, 
Aylesbury;  and  also  as  assistants  Mr.  i'.  W.  E.  Ayling, 
Tottenham,  and  Mr.  F.  Barlow,  Bedford. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Colley,  of  Grimsby,  was  elected  to  the  vacant 
seat  on  the  Council. 


Cole. — On  October  13.  at  Gwelo,  Rhodesia,  the  wife  of 
A.  Cole,  chemist  and  druggist  (Grt.  Brit.),  of  a  daughter. 

Hunt. — On  November  23,  at  107  London  Street,  Eead- 
ing,  the  wife  of  H.  Lionel  Hunt,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
a  son. 

Sparrow. — On  November  16,  at  33  Gordon  Rciad,  "Cardiff, 
the  wife  of  A.  Barrington  Sparrow,  chemist  and  di'uggist, 
of  a  son. 


Black. — On  November  20,  Mr.  James  Watson  Black, 
j  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  forty-four.    The  circumstances 
[  of  Mr.  Black's  death  are  told  on  page  853.     He  died 
I  suddenly  from  heart-failure.    He  was  an  Aberdeenshire 
man,   and   after  his   apprenticeship   came   south   as  an 
assistant,  and  also  spent  some  tin.e  in  Paris  before  passing 
!  the   Minor  examination  at  Edinburgh  in  1881.  About 
twenty  years  ago  he  conunenced  business   on   his  own 
account,  and,  as  Wilton's  Drug-stores,  had  at  one  time 
about  half-a-dozen  shops,  in  which  he  did  a  cutting  trade. 

■   Gbindon. — At  Manchester,  on  November  20,  Mr.  Leo  H. 
Griiidon.  a  well-known  botanist,  in  his  eighty-seventh  year. 
Mr.  Grindon  was  the  son  of  a  Bristol  solicitor,  and  went  to 
Manchester,' when  twenty  years  of  age,  to  take  an  appoint- 
ment iri  a  spinning  coiicern.      Botany  was  his  favourite 
hobby,  and  in  1852  he  was  lecturer  on  that  subject  at  the 
'  Royal  S'chool  of  Medicine,  since  merged  in  the  Victoria 
j  University.  ,    Since  1855  teaching  had  been  his  principal 
!  pursuit.      Mr.  Grindon  was  a  writer  of  many  botanical 
works. 

Wilson.— At  Naples,  prior  to  October  5,  Mr.  William 
I  Wilson,  druggist,  for  forty-six  years  resident  there,  and 
I  formerlj'  of  the  Medical  Hall,  Peebles. 


.Saccharin  in  Russia.— The  "Vitebsk  Gazette"  states 
that  saccharin  is  consumed  to  an  extraordinary  extent  m 
Vitebsk.  Although  its  sale  is  forbidden,  it  may  be  bought 
in  any  shop.  It  is  used  not  only  by  mineral-water  and 
food  manufacturers,  but  ordinary  people  call  for  it  under 
the  name  of  "cheap  sugar." 


858 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


November  26,  1904 


General  fIDcbical  CounciJ. 


11 HK  eightieth  session  of  this  body  commenced  at  299  Ox- 
ford ".Street,  W.,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  November  22. 
^ir  Wm.  Turner,  K.C.B.,  presided.  ^:ir  William  intimated 
his  retirement  from  this  position.  He  has  ctcupied  the 
chair  for  the  last  six  years,  and  councils  are  seldom  con- 
trolled by  an  abler,  more  courteous,  more  judicial,  and  moie 
patient  cfaairiiian.  While  adhering  religiously  to  the  stand- 
ing orders,  bir  William  has  always  given  an  attentive  ear 
to  propositions,  suggestions,  and  questionings,  and  striven 
to  explain  and  smooth  over  differences  and  misunderstand- 
ings. With  advancing  age  he  now  finds  the  strain  too 
great;  two  years  ago  he  intimated  his  wish  to  retire,  but 
was  prevailed  upon  then  to  reconsider  his  decision. 

The  members  saw  on  Tuesday,  glittering  on  the  table  in 
front  of  the  chair,  the  handson^e  mace  which  8ir  \yilliam 
has  presented  to  the  Council,  emblematic  of  its  dignity  and 
authority.  Two  members,  the  President  explained,  are 
this  session  absent  :  Mr.  Morris  has  sailed  for  India  (so 
that  Dr.  Norman  Moore  will  champion  the  Royal  Colleges 
single-handed,  which  he  is  very  well  able  to  do)  ;  and  as 
Mr.  Tichborne's  health  does  not  permit  him  to  attend,  the 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  Dublin,  loses  its  .spokesman.  Professor 
Arthur  Thomson,  M.B.,  succeeds  Dr.  Payne,  representing 
the  University  of  Oxford,  and  was  introduced  by  Dr. 
McAlister.  The  newly  incorporated  University  of  Leeds 
deputes  Professor  A.  G.  Barr,  M.D..  to  represent  it,  and  hs 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  Young. 
Sir  Wdliam  Turner's 

Pricsidkntial  Aiidrks.s 
was,  as  usual,  a  summary  of  the  business  to  be  transacted 
during  the  session.  He  fii-st  paid  a  compliment  to  Dr. 
Payne,  and  congratulated  Protesscr  Thonison,  a  fern  er 
pupil  and  assistant  of  his  own,  then  welcomed  Protessci' 
Barr.  The  President  next  referred  to  the  proposed  fee  of 
1/.  for  registration  as  a  student,  as  to  whicti  Mr.  iitzrcy, 
of  the  Privy  Council,  has  suggested  a  conference  v.'ith  tne 
Royal  Colleges,  who  are  opposing  it.  The  Council's  peti- 
tion to  the  i^rivy  Council  in  regard  to  dental  companies  has 
been  referred  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  Having  n.entioned 
other  business  which  will  arise,  including  a  report  from  the 
Pharmacopoeia  Ccmmittee,  .Sir  Widiam  concluded  as 
follows  : 

When  by  the  Jilodical  Act,  1862,  the  General  Council  be- 
came a  corporate  body,  with  the  right  to  have  and  use  a 
common  seal,  the  Presicient,  at  that  time  Mr.  Joseph  Henry 
Green,  was  reciuested  to  propose  to  the  Council  a  design  fcir 
the  seal.  The  one  selected  bore  in  the  ceiitro  the  ligure 
(if  Hygeia,  the  goddess  of  Health  robed  and  holding  the 
sorponc  and  cup.  whilst  on  oi.e  side  of  the  goddess  was  the 
device  of  a  roll  of  parchment  and  on  the  other  of  a  mace. 
The  parchment  roll  may  be  held  to  typify  our  Acts  of 
Parliament,  the  issue  of  successive  editions  of  the  "  British 
I'harmac  jpceia."  the  voluminous  reports  on  educational 
and  other  topics  which  hiive  come  wilhiii  the  purview  of 
the  Council,  and  the  forty-one  published  volumes  of  the 
minutes  of  our  proceedings.  But  the  mace,  emblematic  of 
ceremonial  dignity  and  of  authority,  has,  up  to  this  time. 
boen  no  more  than  a  device  on  paper.  i  am  desirous, 
gentlemen,  of  giving  to  this  emblem  objective  form,  and 
I  ask  to  be  allowed  to  offer  for  the  a':ceptance  of  the  Council 
an  example  which,  in  its  design,  expresses  our  identification 
with  the  great  profession  of  medicine  and  our  place  as  the 
administrative  body  representative  of  the  three  divisions 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

On  December  3,  1901,  you  re-elected  me  President  of 
the  Council  for  a  further  period  of  live  years,  provide  J 
that  I  remained  a  member  of  the  Council.'^  Although  my 
appointment  as  representative  of  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh does  not  expire  until  Dt-cember,  1906,  I  have  formed 
the  opinion,  after  giving  the  subject  mature  consideration, 
that  the  time  has  come  when  it  is  advisable  that  I  should 
retire  from  the  Presidentship  of  the  C-'ouncil.  I  liave  to 
bear  in  mir.d  that  my  duties  in  lOdiuburnli,  as  Principal  of 
the  University,  are  of  an  onerous  and  absorbing  nature, 
and  liavo  the  first  call  on  my  time  and  energy.  Through 
your  favour  and  confidence,  gentlemen,  for  which  I  cannot 
too  strongly  express  my  grateful  acknowledgment,  I  have 
occupied  this  chair  during  six  years;  but  for  some  months 
past  I  have  become  conscious  of  the  fact  that,  having 
entered  upon  the  stage  of  life  which  entitles  one  to  be 
-  called  a  septuagenarian,  the  vital  mechani.sin  <annot  be 
driven  at  the  speed,  and  with  the  continuity  of  effort, 


which  was  both  possible  and  pleasurable  a  few  years  ago. 
The  business  of  the  Council  is  ever  on  the  increase,  and 
from  the  strain  to  which  one  is  .subjected  when  the  Council, 
is  sitting,  and  the  bulky  correspondence  to  be  attended  to 
during  the  interval  between  the  sessions,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  I  ought  no  longer  to  retain  the  presi- 
dential chair,  as  1  feel  that  1  should  not  be  able  l;o  continue*- 
to  discharge  efficiently  the  duties  of  the  responsible  ofHccs 
to  the  satisfaction  either  of  myself  or  my  colleagues.  J. 
have  to  rccpiest  you,  therefore,  gentlemen,  to  arrange  for 
the  appointment  of  my  successor  liefore  tlie  Council  risen- 
at  the  end  of  the  present  session. 

Dr.  Pye  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Tomes,  moved  a  vote  of. 
thanks  to  the  President  for  his  munificent  gift. 

The  Yf;.\RLY  T..4blk.s, 
showing  the  results  of  the  competition  fcr  commissions  in. 
the  Medical  .Staff  of  the  Army  and  Navy  were,  as  usual, 
brought  forward  by  .Sir  Patrick  Heron  Watson,  and  thanks- 
were  accorded  to  the  heads  of  the  .""'ervices.  The  not  tin 
usual  protest  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  Exami- 
nation Committee  for  consideration  and  report  was  niovecl. 
by  Mr.  Brown,  who  darkly  hinted  at,  and  was  very  anxious, 
to  read,  a  document  emanating  from  the  Royal  College  of. 
.Surgeons  regarding  their  examinations.  Dr.  N.  Moore» 
declared  that  he' had  not  the  least  idea  to  what  Mr.  Brown 
I'eferred.  .^ir  Wni.  Thomson  objected  that  a  new  subjcjtt 
would  be  opened  up  for  debate,  and  by  the  ;ulvice  of  tho> 
(Chairman  the  motion  was  passed,  consideration  of  the 
statement  of  the  Royal  College  being  left  to  the  committee. 

Restorations. 
The  prescribed  conditions  having  been  duly  fulfilled  ia 
each  case,  the  names  of  the  undermentioned  persons  have? 
been  restored  to  the  dentists'  register  :  .John  Streets  Ac  ton, 
Russell  T.  Barter,  Henry  Hill,  Henry  N.  Hindley. 
William  Holmes,  John  J.  Holroyd,  John  W.  Martin, 
Frank  Parsons,  George  E.  Rogers,  Joseph  D.  S.  Shepherd, 
Nathan  Smith,  Seymour  W.  N.  Swales,  Charles  H.  Voo, 
Robert  J.  Westworth. 

"Purii, "  Fon  Thirty-fivk  Years. 
]Mr.  Jackson  asked  the  President  "  whether  the  C-ouncil 
has  indicated  what  n.eaning  is  to  be  attached  to  th'* 
phra.se,  '  the  proper  training  and  instruc  tion  of  bond-fid(^ 
medical  students  as  pupils,'  occurring  in  the  notice  regard- 
ing the  employment  of  unqualified  persons  as  assistants  Of. 
otherwise,  issued  en  November  24,  1897."  Mr.  Jackson, 
added  that  in  the  North  of  England  especially  cases  ari.se« 
of  unqualified  assistants  posing  as  pupils.  One  man  had. 
for  the  last  thirty-five  years  explained  his  position  thus- 
The  President  replied  that  si.x  months  of  the  fifth  year, 
of  the  n.edical  curriculum  are,  according  to  a  resolution., 
passed  by  the  Council  in  May,  1893,  to  be  passed  as  pupil i 
with  a  registered  n.edical  practitioner.  It  rests  with  tlu> 
accused  person  to  pro\e  that  he  is  undergoing  such  train- 
ing and  instruction.  The  case  of  a  person  who  for  ovw." 
thirty  yesrs  called  himself  a  pupil  is  distinctly  one  of 
"  covering." 

The  Counc  il  went  into  committee  for  the  remainder  of 
afternoon,  and  on  resuming  it  was  announced  that  a  com- 
mittee had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  effect  of  the. 
provisions  of  the  Anatomy  A(  t  and  other  statutes  upon  thot 
teaching  of  anatomy  and  pradieal  or  operative  surgery  in 
England  and  Scotland.  This  had  been  referred  to  by  thei 
President  as  "an  important  motion"  by  Sir  Victoi*' 
Horsley. 

Pi:nal  Cases. 

The  penal  business  commenced  on  Wednesday  with  tho 
consideration  of  the  case  of  Christopher  Josepli  Nally, 
r.,.R.C.  P.&S.  I . .  Crook,  eo.  Durham,  who  w.a.s  convicted  ab 
the  Durham  .\ssizes  last  .July  of  unlawfully  wounding  hi,'* 
infant  son.  for  which  he  was  sentenced  to  six  months' 
imprisonment  in  the  sec  ond  division.  Mr.  Nally  appeared, 
but  as  he  is  still  under  sentence  he  was  not  put  into  the 
box.  He  was  represented  liy  Mr.  Lewis  Richards.  The; 
evidence  before  the  Council  showed  that  Mr.  Nally  was  ill', 
in  bed,  attended  by  two  doctors,  suffering  from  consump- 
tion. Feeling  himself  liecoiiiing  delirious  he  told  his  wife- 
to  put  dangerous  things  out  of  his  way.  He  afterwards- 
leapt  out  of  bed  and  attai  ked  his  i  hild  while  in  the  cradle, 
with  a  knife,  intlieting  wounds  which  were  not  dangerous. 
In  a  further  declaration  read  by  Mr.  I?i<  hards,  Mr.  Nally; 
attributed  )iis  action  to  delirium  brought  on  V)y  excessivo'- 
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(loses  of  opium,  which  he  took  to  stop  bleeding  of  the 
Jungs.  After  a  short  deliberation  in  canind  the  President 
•announced  that  the  Council  would  not  erase  Mr.  Nally's 
iname  from  the  register. 

The  case  of  Hugh  S.  Eevell,  M.R.C.S.E.,  L.R.C.P.L.. 
■Southfields,  London,  was  a  sad  one.  Mr.  Revell  was  con- 
victed, at  the  Central  Criminal  Court  last  June,  for  obtain- 
ing by  false  pretences  from  the  Guardians  of  the  Wands- 
worth and  Clapham  Union,  a  cheque  for  76/.  6s.,  and  was 
■sentenced  to  twelve  weeks'  imprisonment  without  hard 
Labour.  Mr.  Revell  was  not  represented,  but  he  read  a  state- 
ment in  which  he  attributed  the  fault  to  leaving  the  keeping 
of  his  accounts  and  books  to  others.  The  Guardians  still 
owe  him  for  work  done  more  than  the  amount  he  had  been 
<harged  with  wrongfully  receiving.  He  had  been  in  prac- 
tice in  Wandsworth  ten  years,  and  until  this  charge  was 
^brought  against  him  his  reputation,  personally  and  profes- 
sionally, stood  high.  Mr.  Revell's  father  and  a  personal 
legal  friend  testified  to  his  character,  but  the  Council  came 
to  the  conclusion,  after  deliberation,  that  Mr.  Revell's  name 
■must  be  erased. 

Registr.4tiox  of  Students. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  occupied  with  a  spirited  debate  on 
ifhe  action  which  the  Council  should  take  with  regard  to  its 
proposed  Bill  to  establish  compulsory  registration  of 
students  and  a  registration- fee  of  1/.  The  Royal  Colleges 
•of  England  had  addressed  letters  of  protest  to  the  Privy 
Council,  and  the  latter  suggested  a  conference  between  those 
liodies  and  the  G.M.C.  As  any  discussion  touching  the 
Colleges  always  rouses  warm  and  varied  expressions  of 
opinion,  it  is  not  surprising  that  after  an  hour  and  a  half  no 
conclusion  was  arrived  at,  and  the  debate  was  adjourned. 


3ntcruattonal  iBae  £ybtlntion. 


THIS  exhibition  is  now  in  full  swing  at  Earl's  Court. 
There  are  in  it  a  few  items  of  interest  to  chemists. 
Chief  among  the  chemical  exhibits  is  naturally  that  of  the 
Gas  Light  and  Coke  Co.,  who  show  in  a  shop-window  the 
various  residual  products  of  gas  coal.  The  tar-products 
include  carbolic  acid,  pyridine,  benzol,  and  all  the  varieties 
of  naphthaline.  Among  cyanogen  and  ammoniacal  pro- 
ducts ai-e  fine  crystals  of  ammonium  sulphate,  chloride,  and 
nitrate,  and  sodium  and  potassium  ferrocyanide  of  fine 
quality.  The  Chemical  Engineering  Co.  show  their 
saturators  and  other  apparatus  for  the  manufacture  of 
ammonium  sulphate,  with  samples.  All  laboratory  heat- 
ing-appliances may  be  seen  at  the  stand  of  Pletcher, 
Russell  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Warrington.  Improved  blowpipes 
;ind  bunsens,  muffle,  crucible,  and  oxygen  furnaces  for  gas 
without  air-pressure,  combustion-furnaces,  and  drying- 
ovens  are  among  their  specialities.  The  United  Chem.ical- 
works  (Julius  Norden  &  Co.)  show  an  interesting  series  of 
chemicals  used  in  the  manufacture  of  their  "  Ino  "  incan- 
descent gas-mantles,  including  monazite  sand,  and  magne- 
sium, aluminium,  didymium,  zirconium,  and  cerium 
nitrates.  Blagden  Waugh  &  Co.  exhibit  a  representative 
collection  of  coal-gas  by-products — creosote,  aniline  dyes, 
antipyrin,  phenacetin,  eikonogen,  ammonia,  the  usual 
ammonium  salts,  and  the  cyanogen-products.  A  selection 
of  high-grade  thermometers  and  barometers  is  to  be  seen 
at  the  stand  of  the  Hohmaim  &  Maurer  Manufacturing 
Co.,  among  them  indicators,  pressure-gauges,  and  other 
gas-instruments.  Townson  &  Mercer  show  complete 
laboratory-outfits  for  gas-analysis,  including  their  special 
calorimeter  sulphur  and  sulphuretted-hydrogen  test  appara- 
tus, and  Harcourt's  colour-test  apparatus.  An  exhibit  that 
attracts  much  attention  and  curiosity  is  a  water  burner 
shown  by  the  Smethurst  Furnace  Syndicate,  Ltd..  in  which 
a  naked  gas-flame  is  made  to  burn  under  water  by  means 
of  their  system  of  mixing  gas  and  air.  Air  is  supplied  to 
the  gas  under  sufficient  pressure  to  force  the  mixture  out 
of  the  burner  when  under  water,  and  in  such  a  proportion 
that  the  gas  may  burn  in  the  air  with  which  it  is  mixed, 
the  gaseous  products  of  the  combustion  bubbling  up  to  the 
surface  of  the  water.  The  use  of  the  system  is  for 
evaporation  and  distillation. 
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Trade  Law. 

Zncomplete  Bentistry — In  the  City  of  Lcndou  Court 
Mr.  C.  1j.  Macdoiiald  sued  Mr.  J.  Paxton  Costa,  surgeon- 
dentist,  Leadonhall  Street,  E.C.,  for  the  return  of  nine 
guineas  paid  for  dentistry  services.  The  plaintiff  said  that 
in  September  he  was  suffering  acute  pain  from  neuralgia, 
and  wont  to  the  defendant  for  relief.  It  was  agreed  that  ho 
should  have  several  teeth  stopped  with  gold  and  that  they 
should  all  be  thoroughly  overhauled  for  a  fee  of  nine  guineas. 
An  hour  and  a  half  was  spent  on  him  at  two  sittings,  and  ho 
paid  the  money,  only  to  find  the  next  day  that  his  teeth  were 
as  bad  as  over.  Then  he  went  to  Mr.  Thornton  Garter,  of 
Hanover  Square,  who  testified  that  several  teeth  had  to  bo 
stopped  and  other  attention  given  at  a  fee  of  seven  guineas 
for  six  hours'  work.  The  defendant  said  he  had  been  in 
practice  for  twenty-five  years.  He  treated  the  plaintiff  for 
an  abscess,  and  the  work  was  done  C|uito  satisfactorily.  It 
took  three  and  a  half  hours.  Judge  Lumley  Smith  thought 
the  defendant  had  left  a  certain  amount  of  work  to  be  done 
and  that  five  guineas  would  be  perfectly  ample  remuneration. 
Judgment  was  accordingly  given  for  the  plaintiflE  for  four 
guineas,  with  costs. 


Pharmacy  Act,  i868 

The  Sale  of  Nicotine  Insecticide. 

At  the  Sheffield  Court  House  on  Wednesday,  November  23, 
before  Messrs.  W.  Chesterman  and  A.  R.  Ellin,  Messrs. 
Fisher,  Son  &  Sibray,  Ltd..  nurserymen,  Handsworth, 
were  summoned  for  unlawfully  selling  a  poison — nicotine — 
to  a  person  whom  they  did  not  know  and  to  whom  they 
had  not  been  introduced  ;  for  failing  to  make  the  propei' 
entries  in  a  book  ;  and  for  not  labelling  the  bottle  with  the 
name  and  address  of  the  sellers.  The  defendants  were 
not  legally  represented.  Mr.  Arthur  Neal  appeared  to 
prosecute  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain.  He  pointed  out  that  three  summonses  were  laid 
under  Section  17. 

The  Chairman  asked  if  there  was  to  be  any  real  legal 
question. 

Mr.  Neal  said  there  was  absolutely  none,  and  read  the 
portions  of  the  section  applying  to  the  case.  He  added 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  charged  by  law  with 
the  duty  of  enforcing  the  Act  as  to  the  sale  of  poisons. 
In  the  present  case  the  facts  were  exceedingly  simple,  and 
would  give  rise  to  no  dispute.  Mr.  Foulds,  a  private- 
inquiry  agent  employed  by  the  Society,  called  at  the 
defendants'  shop  in  Market  Street,  Sheffield,  and  asked 
to  be  supplied  with  a  bottle  of  "  X.L.-AU  Vapourising 
Fumigator."  The  man  in  the  shop  said,  "  I  shall  have 
to  send  it  to  you,"  and  Mr.  Foulds  accordingly  gave  the 
address  to  which  he  was  going  that  night — Crow  Park — • 
and  arranged  that  a  boy  should  meet  him  at  the  station 
with  the  bottle  and  the  bill.  The  boy  accordingly  went 
to  the  station,  taking  with  him  the  liottle  and  the  bill 
made  out  to  Fisher,  Son  &  Sibray,  Ltd.,  and  amounting 
to  2s.  IQd.  Mr.  Foulds  received  the  bottle  and  paid  the 
bill.  Afterwards  he  sent  it  by  registered  post  to  Mr. 
Tickle,  of  Exeter,  and  that  gentleman  analysed  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  contents,  finding  that  portion  to  contain 
enough  nicotine  to  kill  about  thirty  people,  while  the 
whole  bottle  contained  enough  of  the  poison  to  kill, 
roughly,  something  like  120  or  150  people.  This  is  a  most 
dangerous  poison,  continued  Mr.  Neal,  n^.ade  by  Mr. 
Richards,  of  Borough  High  Street,  London.  This  gentle- 
man appeared,  from  the  information  he  (Mr.  Neal)  had. 
to  give  guarantees  to  all  seedsmen  who  would  sell  his 
preparation,  that  he  would  hold  them  free  against  all 
penalties  and  costs,  and  thus  an  attempt  was  being  made 
to  induce  people  up  and  down  the  country  to  sell  this 
poison  in  tlae  dangerous  form  in  the  wildert  way  without 
any  regard  to  the'formalities  of  the  Act.  He  (Mr.^  Neal) 
would  ask  the  Magistrates  in  the  circumstances  to  impose 
the  maximum  penalty,  with  such  a  specific  sum  for  costs 
as  would  indemnify  the  Society  against  all  the  charges  in 
the  prosecution. 

In  reply  to  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Neal  said  the  bottle  was 
labelled  "  Poison,"  but  had  not  the  name  and  address  of 
the  seller. 
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The  —  =~  i^iriier  ii^^rd  ::  ^iere  Tras  no  diiiir::icn 
b-sin-een  the  -vrhclesale  dealer  and  the  reiaiJer. -and  Mr. 
Xeai  replied  in  ihe  aihmia:iTe.  cnctirg  ihe  £ecucn  ap- 
p  livable. 

Anhor  Fcnlds  ra"^e  eTiien:e  in  snpprrt  c:  }*Ir.  >>eai's 
siai-emeni. 

In  ret>lj"  t-c  the  Eeneh.  Mr.  Xeal  said  ni:-ctine  ccnies 
under  the  head  cf  pciscncns  xezetatie  aikaicids. 

Mr.  East-eli,  ci  the  defendant  fem.  asked  -^vimess  if 
he  paid  fcr  the  tottie  CTer  the  ccimter.  and  the  repiv  was 
in  the  negati-re.  TVim^js  paid  the  ntonev  to  the  t-oy  at 
the  staticn.  and  had  a  receipt. 

Harry  Mocn.  clerk  to  the  Ee-gistrar  cf  the  Phar- 
mac-entical  Society,  fc— naI2y  prcdnced  the  anthcrity  fcr 
the  procee-dinrs. 

Vt.  Thcmas  Titkle.  F.I.C.  F.C.S..  prcTed  that  the 
inse-rdcide  ccntainei  nicttine.  an  e2:eedinz:y  deadly 
f-ciscn- 

Ths  Chairman  :  Hitt  is  i:  pcis-tncus ! 

Witness  :  Taken  in  any  tray  cr  in  cp^en  Trcnnds — a  cnt. 
fcr  instance. 

This  ccnrinded  the  case  fcr  the  prcsecnticn, 

Mr.  Eastei;  ^d  his  firm  -^vere  simply  the  agents  fcr  the 
ccmrnitmd. 

The  Chairman  :  Dc  yen  mean  yen  are  the  agents  or 
merely  the  retailers";  Are  ycu  the  speiial  agents  in  the 
tcwTs — the  5-:ie  agstts  T 

!Mr.  Eastell  :  Xct  the  scle  agents — — e  are  the  retail 
agents. 

Do  yen  supply  the  article  to  anyone  1 — We  stmtly  it  to 
CO  cne  OTer  the  cotmt-er — ^not  kno->vingly. 

Mr.  Xeal  :  It  do-es  net  matter  whether  it  is  ever  the 
cctmt-er  cr  not. 

Mr.  Eastell  :  Otrr  instmetions  from  the  mannfacttirer 
are  to  snpply  this  article  only  by  p-cst..  letter,  cr  rail  way. 
and  net  to  deli-er  it  OTer  the  ccimter. 

Mr.  Xeal  :  That  makes  no  dinerence  in  point  cf  law. 
.SeHing  it  is  the  c£ence. 

Mr.  Eastell  then  called  Alfred  Ercwx.  the  salesman, 
who  detailed  the  eircnmstances  of  the  sale  as  already 
givEn.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Xeal.  Brown  said  he  did  net  knew 
3Ir.  Foti-ds.  He  did  not  knew  he  was  selling  a  "ery 
deadly  pwiscn.  .He  knew  it  was  labelled  "■Pciscn."  He 
knew  cf  cne  ease  where  a  person  had  t^een  fined  for  selling 
the  same  5tti5. 

Mr.  Xesl  :  And  that  the  mantifacttirer  was  trying  to 
evade  the  law  ty  telling  yon  to  send  it  by  post  cr  railway  : 

TTitness  :  Xo :  I  don't  know  that. 

What  do  yoti  tmderstand  was  the  object  in  net  selling 
ever  the  cottnter  except  to  erade  the  law  I' — I  did  net 
know  it  was  to  evade  the  law. 

What  then ; — I  enp-ected  it  was  in  the  ordinary  way  of 
bnsiness. 

Is  there  anything  else  that  a  person  eotdd  carry  away 
that  ycti  would  not  sell  over  the  counter? — Oh.  no. 

Why  do  yoti  do  it  in  tins  c^ase; — I  reeei-red  my  instme- 
tions. 

I  am  not  blaming  yoti  personally.  Ton  c-arxied  ont  ycnr 
instraotions.  I  -jn^-r.'.-  the  mann-facTarer  has  guaranteed 
yoTir  firm  against  ail  nnss  and  costs ! — 1  have  seen  a  paper 
to  tiiat  e:ne:t. 

Mr.  Pi^tell  said  his  firm  did  not  lend  themselves  to 
doing  anything  against  the  law.  Ail  they  had  dene  was 
in  ignoranee.  They  had  net  received  a  warning.  They 
ttnierstoc/d  that  the  Pharmaoetitieal  Society  were  trying  to 

p-ersorotne  "  o-ases  wherever  they  conld.  to  prevent  seeds- 
men £e_mg  tne  artiile.  which  is  only  used  for  horticnittiral 
ptirposes_. 

iir.  Xeal  :  We  dc  not  mind  who  sells  it  so  long  as  it 
is  sold  a-ccording  to  law. 

The  Bench  constilted,  and  imp-osed  a  fine  of  21. .  and  107. 
costS;  en  the  snromons  for  rmlawftilly  selling. 


Pharmacy  and  Poisons  .Acts    Ireland  . 

Pezc-^cc 

At  Camdonagh  Petty  .Sessions,  James  McDcnagh.  .J.P., 
merchant,  was  last  week  prosecnted  by  the  p»oliee  for  selling 
fvoison — to  wit.  phenol  cr  carbolic  acid — withotrt  having  the 
bottle  distinctly  labelled  with  the  name  cf  the  article  and 
the  word  " "  p>oison.~  ccntrary  to  Section  2  of  the  Sale  of 
Poisons  Act.    There  were  also  two  ittmmonses  against  , 


defendant  for  keeping  open  his  shop  for  the  sale  or 
poisons  c-cntrary  to  Section  50  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
IS.D.  and  for  the  selling  cf  poison  to  cne  Wm.  Mitchell, 
cf  Kindrcyhead.  An  assistant  of  defendant's  admitted 
leaving  sold  two  bottles  of  carbolic  acid  to  Mitchell  on 
September  26.  Defendant  swoi-  Mitchell  was  a  horj^- 
doctor.  and  for  years  was  in  the  habit  of  carxj-in^  car- 
'bc-iic  acid  about  with  him.  Defendant  said  he  had  £Ct 
ail  the  drugs  ont  of  the  shop,  and  woiild  not  deal  with 
them  in  fntnre.  A  fine  of  5>.'.  2-?.  bJ..  with  costs,  was 
impcsed. 


Petroleum  .Acts. 

Stoeage  of  Peteol. 
At  the  Walsall  Police  Court  cn  Friday,  Xovember  18. 
Messrs.  HoUoway  Brothers,  wholesale  druggists.  Walsall, 
were  stmomoned  for  having  failed  to  observe  the  ccnditicns 
cf  their  petroietim-licence. 

The  Chief  Constable  Mr.  Thcm^cnl  said  that  the  firm 
are  licensed  to  keep  40  gals,  of  benzoline.  enotor-car  spirit, 
and  50  cn — everything,  in  fact,  that  flashed  under  73' — 
and  to  keep  1  gal.  in  the  shop.  When  the  police  called 
there  was  6  gals,  in  the  shop.  Chief  Inspector  Ballanc? 
in  evidence  supported  this  statement.  In  the  shop  there 
were  three  2-gal.  tins  of  motor-spirit.  The  police  had  had 
great  dimcnlty  in  persuading  the  firm  to  have  a  tank,  and 
new  they  had  a  dimcnlty  to  get  the  tank  used.  Mr. 
Holloway  tirged  that  the  c-ans  in  his  shop  were  there  just 
as  delivered,  and  that  they  were  screwed  up  and  air-tight. 
The  Chief  Constable,  on  the  other  hand,  said  that  m.otcr- 
car  smirit  is  so  dangerous  that  it  is  liable  tc  eiplcde  if  the 
air  gets  to  it :  and  that  even  people  who  use  it  for  their 
own  private  purposes  are  ecmpelled  to  keep  it  in  a  stable  or 
cnt-heuse.    A  fine  of  IC/.  and  costs  was  imposed. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Is  Soda  a  Food  ? 
At  the  Maryleb-cne  Police  Court  on  Xovember  18.  before 
~SLr.  Curtis  Bennett.  George  Archer,  oilman,  5  Lancefield 
Street,  Queen's  Park :  William  Brooks,  oihnan,  75  Henries 
Street :  E.  Field,  238  Eilbum  Lane :  J.  Burcham,  grocer. 
47  Caird  Street :  A.  Pulman.  grocer.  15  Mozart  street : 
and  F.  Mills.  142  Lancefield  Street,  were  summoned 
by  the  Paddington  Borough  Council  for  selling,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  "  an  article  of  food  or  a  drug" 
— viz.,  soda  wrdch  contained  Glauber's  salt  to  the  extent 
cf  42,  68.  50.  51,  43.  and  70  per  cent,  respectively. 

Mr.  Dennis,  solicitor  for  Mr.  Hortini,  prosecuted  for 
the  Berouzh  Council :  ^Ir.  Freke  Palmer,  solicitor,  de- 
fended Field,  and  Mr.  F.  X.  Beck  i  Xeve,  Beck  &  Kirby) 
appeared  for  the  other  defendants  at  the  instance  of  the 
Metropolitan  Grocers'  and  Oilmen's  Association. 

Mr.  Dennis  said  the  question  in  the  case  was  whether 
soda  is  a  food  or  a  drug. 

Mr.  Beck  raised  the  initial  objection  that  the  summonses 
were  bad  as  they  alleged  two  oSences.  The  prosecution 
should  decide  whether  soda  is  a  food  cr  a  drug. 

IsLr.  Dennis  replied  that  if  he  said  it  i^  a  food  his  friend 
would  say  it  is  a  drug,  or  vice  viria.  He  would  take  it  as 
a  food. 

The  purchase  of  a  permyworth  of  the  soda  at  the  shop  of 
the  defendant  George  Archer  was  proved,  and  the  Council's 
inspector  put  in  the  analyst's  certificate  showing  that  the 
soda  contained  42  per  cent,  of  Glauber's  salt.  This  wit- 
ness said  soda  is  used  in  the  preparation  of  food — the  boil- 
ing of  vegetables — and  he  himself  had  used  it  for  medicinal 
purposes.  In  cress-examination  he  said  soda  is  also  used 
for  washins  and  cleansing  ptirposes.  also  in  making  tea. 

Mr.  Beck  :  That  is  an  exploded  idea,  isn't  it  ?  Witnes; 
It  may  be,  but  many  people  do  it.    Continuing,  witness 
said  that  when  boiling  vegetables,  to  retain  the  colonr 
and  soften  the  water  he  used  the  ordinary  common  or 
washins  soda,  and  not  bicarbonate  of  soda. 

Dr.  budfield.  medical  officer  of  healthy  said  the  soda 
in  question  if  used  in  sufficient  quantities  would  have  a 
purging  eSect  end  be  deleterious  to  health.  It  would  have 
the  same  eSect  as  Epsom  salts.  It  is  used  in  practically 
every  household  foi  the  cooking  of  greens,  in  order  •. 
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preserve  the  colour,  and  a  portion  would  ultimately  be 
tonsiuned  with  the  vegetables. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Stokes,  the  public  analyst,  corroborated  the 
Jast  witness,  and  in  cross-examination  he  was  required  to 
describe  the  mode  of  manufacturing  soda,  and  to  explain 
what  Glauber's  salt  is.  In  the  sample  Glauber's  salt 
and  the  carbonate  of  soda  together  constituted  about  one- 
third  of  the  total.  He  had  only  discovered  the  presence 
of  sulphate  of  soda  in  common  washing  soda  during  the 
Jast  four  or  five  years ;  and  this  wiis  the  first  case  of  the 
kind  brought  before  the  Court. 

Mr.  Beck  :  I  suggest  the  higher  the  price  paid  for  this 
article  the  stronger  it  is  ?  \vitness  :  So  thoy  say;  but 
I  don't  know  anything  of  it.  Sulphate  of  soda  has  no 
virtue  or  power  as  a  cleansing-agent.  The  sulphate  and 
carbonate  of  sodas  are  imported  separately  and  mixed. 

By  the  jNIagistrate  :  The  amount  consumed  in  the  greens 
would  not  be  infinitesimal  if  taken  day  after  day.  Possibly 
the  purging  effect  spoken  of  would  be  very  exceptional. 

Charles  jMiles,  chemist  and  druggist,  Edgware  Road,  said 
he  had  always  understood  common  washing-soda  should 
consist  of  sodium  carbonate,  but  latterly  he  understood  it 
was  adulterated  with  sulphate  of  soda  to  lessen  the  price. 

Mr.  Beck  expressed  regret  that  so  useful  a  statute  as  the 
-Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  should  be  misused  for  the  pur- 
pose of  oppression  and  still  worse  for  the  benefit  of  some 
special  kind  of  manufacture.  If  successful  these  proceed- 
ings would  serve  to  accentuate  the  monopoly  that  already 
exists  in  the  manufacture  of  carbonate  of  soda,  and  would 
he  of  great  misfortune  to  the  public.  He  contended  that 
this  article  did  not  "enter  into  the  composition  or  pre- 
paration of  food."  It  was  wholly  a  cleansing-agent,  like 
soap,  was  sold  at  the  rate  of  7  lbs.  for  7>d.,  whereas  the 
carbonate  of  soda  intended  to  be  used  as  a  food  or  drug 
cost,  at  a  chemist's.  2rf.  an  ounce.  The  occasional  use 
of  the  stuff  for  boiling  greens  does  not.  he  urged,  make  it 
a  food. 

Mr.  Curtis  Bennett  agreed  that  the  soda  was  only  used 
for  the  purposes  of  cleansing  and  softening  water,  and 
retaining  the  colour  of  greens.  That,  however,  did  not 
make  it  a  food,  and  it  could  not  be  said  that  it  entered 
into  the  preparation  of  food  or  its  composition.  He 
therefore  dismissed  the  first  summons,  with  five  guineas 
costs. 

The  other  summonses  were  adjourned  to  enable  the 
prosecuting  solicitor  to  consult  the  Council  as  to  the  course 
that  should  be  adopted  with  reference  to  them. 

Bl.4CK-curr.\xt  Wine. 

At  Dale  Street  Court,  Liverpool,  on  November  16, 
Amelia  G.  Taylor,  a  shopkeeper,  was  smnmoned  for  selling 
as  black-currant  wine  a  syrup  not  of  the  nature  and  quality 
demanded  because  it  contained  13  grains  of  salicylic  acid 
per  pint,  which  the  prosecution  contended  was  more  than 
usual  or  necessary.  Mr.  Rudd,  who  defended,  said  the 
syrup  was  non-alcoholic,  and  therefore  required  a  preserva- 
tive, but  the  analyst  said  nothing  about  the  salicylic  acid 
being  prejudicial  to  health.  Mr.  Stewart,  the  iSIagistrate, 
said  he  did  not  think  it  is  prejudicial  to  health.  Salicylic 
acid  is  a  specific  for  rheumatism.  The  only  thing  is  that 
it  is  very  lowering  to  the  system.  The  summons  was 
withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs. 

CAMrHOR.\TED  OiL. 

At  the  Oxford  City  Court  on  Tuesday.  November  22. 
Thomas  Eden,  chemist  and  druggist.  St.  Aldate's,  was 
summoned,  under  Section  6  of  the  1875  Act,  for  selling 
camphorated  oil  deficient  in  camphor.  Defendant  pleaded 
not  guilty,  and  the  prosecution  proved  that  the  oil  contained 
16  instead  of  20  per  cent,  of  camphor.  The  defendant 
in  evidence  e.xplained  that  he  made  the  camphorated 
oil  himself  six  days  before  with  the  B.P.  proportions, 
but  when  the  inspector  left,  on  examining  the  bottle,  he 
found  all  the  camphor  was  not  dissolved.  This  was  pro- 
bably due  to  the  cold  weather.  It  was  in  a  chemist's  dark- 
blue  bottle.  Mr.  Franklin  said  he  had  pleaded  not  guilty 
in  order  that  he  might  put  the  defendant  in  the  box  and 
show  that  no  fraud  was  intended.  It  was  a  mere  accident, 
and  he  hoped  the  Bench  would  accept  that  view.  The 
Bench  gave  defendant  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  dis- 
missed the  summons. 


3fc6tt\ntic£?. 


The  Tuxekidge  Wells  Dixjter. 
The  sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Clarendon  Hotel  on  November 
23.  The  President  of  the  Association  (Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs) 
was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  the  President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  (Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson),  the  Mayor  of 
Tunbridge  Wells  (Alderman  H.  Thorpe),  and  the  President 
of  the  Brighton  and  North  Kent  Associations.  Mr.  John 
Smith  (St.  Leonards)  represented  the  East  Sussex  Phar- 
maceutical Association. 

Blackpool  and  Fvlde  Chemists'  Association. 

The  whist-drive  promoted  by  this  Association,  which 
took  place  at  the  Palatine  Hot-el  on  November  17,  proved 
a  great  success.  It  was  attended  by  most  of  the  local 
chemists,  with  medicos  and  other  professional  gentlemen 
and  their  ladies,  to  the  number  of  100.  The  senior 
chemist.  Mr.  Carter,  in  presenting  the  prizes,  thanked  the 
doctors  for  their  att-endance  and  complimented  the  com- 
mittee on  the  great  success  of  the  venture  and  hoped 
another  would  be  promoted,  and  he  would  give  two  prizes. 
The  surplus  from  both  drives  is  to  be  handed  over  to 
the  Benevolent  Fund,  and  if  all  the  prizes  are  given  for 
the  next  one  a  useful  contribution  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  fund. 

Wolverhampton  Whist-drive. 
The  Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association  held  a 
successful  whist-drive  at  Baths  Assembly-rooms  on  Novem^ 
ber  17.  Among  those  present  were  the  President  (Mr. 
F.  A.  Willcock)  and  Mrs.  Willcock,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Gerrard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son (Birmingham),  the  Treasurer  and  ]Mrs.  Weaver,  the 
Secretary  and  Mrs.  Coleman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Coombe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forster.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Warner,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  games  the  President  asked  Mr.  Gerrard  to  give 
J  the  prizes  to  the  winners,  who  were  Mrs.  Cartwright 
(silver-mounted  specimen  glasses),  Mr.  Sankey  (a  box  of 
cigarettes).  Mrs.  Godsell  (silver-mounted  button  hook), 
and  Mr.  Warner  (pipe). 

A  BuRGOYXE  Dinner. 
On  November  18  Messrs.  Burgoyne  Burbidge's  cricket 
club  held  their  annual  dinner  at  Kohler's  Restaurant.  Wool 
Exchange.  E.C.,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  H.  R. 
Arnold.  Over  sixty  sat  down  to  a  well-served  repast,  and 
after  it  had  been  done  justice  to  the  Chairman  congratulated 
the  club  on  having  had  a  successful  season,  and  also  wished 
the  chief  guest.  Mr.  Chas.  W.  White  (representative  of  the 
firm  in  India),  who  is  returning  to  India  to-day,  a  very 
pleasant  journey  and  all  good  luck.  After  the  customary 
toasts  the  company  settled  down  to  the  enjoyment  of  a 
concert,  the  musical  ability  displayed  being  of  a  high 
character.  Mr.  Walter  Little  contributed  in  faultless  style 
"An  Evening  Song."  Mr.  Haley's  fine  tenor  voice  was 
much  appreciated,  and  jNIr.  Cheyne's  rendering  of  "  The 
j\Iarch  of  the  Cameron  Men  "  was  received  with  great  ap- 
plause. The  Secretary  and  many  ethers  contributed  to  an 
excellent  programme,  the  proceedings  terminating  soon  after 
eleven  o'clock. 

A  Lucky  Number. 

The  staff  of  Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son  held  their 
seventh  annual  social  evening  at  Kohler's  Restaurant, 
W^ool  Exchange.  E.C.,  on  Saturday,  November  19.  Over 
seventy  employes  and  their  friends  were  present,  Mr.  E. 
J.  Millard,  F.C.S..  being  in  the  chair.  After  an  excellent 
dinner  the  loval  toasts  were  honoured  and  the  Chairman 
referred  to  the  recent  visit  of  Ur.  John  C.  Hewlett  to 
South  Africa  and  the  lar^e  increase  in  their  business,  which 
was  reflected  bv  the  increased  number  of  those  present, 
at  these  social  gatherings.  He  read  a  telegram  of  good 
wishes  to  the  staff  from  Mr.  Hewlett,  who  was  in  the 
North  of  England,  and  invited  the  members  to  drink  the 
health  of  MrT  John  C.  Hewlett,  which  was  received  with 
musical  honours.  Mr.  Vivian  C.  Hewlett  responded  on 
behalf  of  his  father,  and  thanked  the  Chairman  and  the 
members  for  their  congratulations  upon  his  having  recently 
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passed  his  Major  examination.  The  tables  were  then 
I  leared  for  a  smoke,  while  an  excellent  concert  was  given. 
The  zither  and  banjo  duet  by  Messrs.  Casket  and  Burton 
was  a  highly  appreciated  feature,  while  the  songs  by 
Mr.  Vivian  C.  Hewlett,  Mr.  G.  Peters,  and  Mr.  E.  A. 
Hearn  received  encores.  Other  contributors  were  Mr.  Will 
Craggs,  Mr.  W.  Webb,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Chance,  A.L.C.M. 
(pianist).  The  Chairman  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
all  who  iiad  assisted  in  making  the  evening  a  success,  and 
Mr.  H.  Gillard  (Secretary)  replied. 

An  "  Ai.Tiori  "  Smokkr. 

A  smoking-concert  in  connection  with  the  Leeds  College 
of  Pharmacy  was  held  at  Ashby's  Cafe,  Leeds,  on  Novem- 
ber 25,  Mr.  P.  Wignall  Swire  presiding.  If  we  may  judge 
by  the  programme,  the  concert  was  a  Gargantuan  musical 
feast,  for  there  are  forty  songs  indicated,  two  duets,  two 
banjo  solos,  two  piccclo  solos,  two  pianoforte  solos,  and  one 
violin  solo.  The  names  of  six  accompanists  are  mentioned. 
There  were,  besides,  recitations,  lightning  sketches,  and 
gramophone  selections.  Yet  time  was  found  for  five  toasts 
— "  The  Present  Students,"  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  K.  Bar- 
rett, replied  to  by  Mr.  Simpson;  "The  College,"  by  Mr. 
Dewhirst,  responded  to  by  Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  the 
Principal  ;  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  hy  Mr.  Beacock, 
with  Mr.  Hollingworth  as  respondent;  "The  Past  Stu- 
dents"; and  "The  Visitors."  The  programme,  as  usual, 
was  embellished  with  one  of  ]Mr.  Fred  Reynolds's  charac- 
teristic sketches. 

A  FooTrALL  Concert. 

The  annual  smoking-ccncert  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Foot- 
ball and  Athletic  Club  connected  with  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
was  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  November  23.  Pro- 
fessor A.  W.  Crossley  was  in  the  chair,  with  Professor  H.  G. 
CTreenish  on  his  right.  There  was  a  good  attendance,  the 
room  being  comfortably  full  of  students  an  J  their  friends. 
Dm-ing  the  evening  the  Chairman  proposed  the  toast  of 
"  The  Club,"  and  referred  to  the  fact  that  it  was  the  first 
time  he  had  presided  at  one  of  their  smoking-concerts.  As 
a  football-player  he  described  himfelf  as  an  "old  crock," 
but  would  nevertheless  be  pleased  to  place  his  services  at 
the  disposal  of  the  students  in  any  way  short  of  active 
service  on  the  field.  The  Captain  (Mr.  T.  Owen  Arnfield) 
and  the  Vice-Captain  (Mr.  C.  W.  N.  Fox)  responded,  both 
being  hoi>eful  of  the  prospects  of  tha  football  club  this 
season.  As  to  the  musical  programire,  it  was  excellent. 
The  selection  of  scngs  from  the  populiir  operas  seemed  to 
suit  the  tastes  of  the  audience,  while  the  recitations, 
mimetic  sketches,  and  short  stories  were  of  a  high  order  and 
free  from  the  vulgarity  which  seme  entertainers  seem  to 
think  the  conect  thing  for  such  gatherings.  The  Concert 
Committee,  Messrs.  Arnfield,  Cro.s.s,  Fox,  Watson,  and 
Fillingham,  are  to  be  congratulated  cn  the  success  of  the 
evening,  but  we  would  suggest  that  next  year  they  avoid, 
if  possible,  turning  their  guests  out  into  a  blizzard — some 
cjf  us  looked  and  felt  like  snow-ir.cn  when  we  arrived  home. 

A  Cricket  Di.xxr.n. 

The  second  annual  dinner  and  smoking-concert  of  the 
Hanover  Cricket  Club  (Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb,  Ltd.)  was  held  cn  Novemlier  12,  at  the  l^ee  Hotel, 
Liverpool,  the  President  of  the  Club  (Mr.  W.  P.  Evans) 
presiding  over  a  large  attendance  cf  n-.e.nbers  and  friends. 
The  company  inclucled  Messrs.  J.  H.  E.  Evans,  K.  W.  E. 
P>ans,  J.  N.  Evans,  S.  Castle,  C.  R.  Williams,  J.  Shack- 
lady,  and  G.  M.  Mc-Loughlin.  After  the  loyal  tcast  had 
been  honoured.  Mr.  S.  Castle  proposed  "The  Club."  The 
President  responded,  and  dwelt  cn  the  successful  .<eason 
ihey  had  had.  He  pre:;ented  cricket-bats  to  Messrs. 
Lawrence  and  Marsh  for  the  best  batting  and  bowling 
averages  respectively,  and  the  bat  for  the  best  all-round 
player  (presented  by  Mr.  Castle)  went  to  Mr.  H.  Holden. 
The  other  toasts  included  "The  President,"  propo.';ed  by 
Mr.  J.  H.  E.  Evans,  and  the  "  Chairman  of  the  Club," 
proposed  Ijy  Mr.  J.  Shacklady,  to  which  Mr.  G.  M. 
McLoughlin  very  suitably  replieJ.  Mr.  .7.  N.  Evans  pre- 
sented a  silver  cup  and  bicycle-lamp  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Fox  in 
connection  with  the  Hanover  Cycle  Club.  A  very  interest- 
ing musical  programme  was  enjoyed  by  aH,  Mes.srs.  Lsaac, 
Peyton,  Rowland,   Verey.  Garr.ctt,  r.nd   Fre  ie:-  'inging 


various  songs.  Concertina  solos  were  rendered  by  Mr.  S. 
Rowse,  mandoline  duets  by  the  Brothers  Callow,  and  a 
gramophone  selection  by  Mr.  J.  N.  Evans,  while  Mv. 
(.'artright  made  an  excellent  accompanist. 

GRni.?BY  Chemists'  Association. 

The  tenth  annual  dinner  of  this  Association  was  held  a<j 
the  Oberon  Hotel,  Grimsby,  on  Thursday,  November  17, 
the  Vice-President  (Mr.  C.  Willson)  in  the  chair.  Among, 
those  present  were  Messrs.  J.  Watson,  T.  Sneath,  H.  W. 
CoUey.  C.  Dewing,  E.  Dewing,  Dent,  J.  A.  Hawdon,  T. 
Ellis,  H.  Fletcher,  F.  W.  Heely,  and  Robinson.  After 
dinner  the  Chairman  gave  the  loyal  toa.sts.  and  the  com- 
pany settled  down  to  a  most  harmonious  and  enjoyable 
evening.  The  Chairman  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society,"  of  which,  he  said,  members  had 
every  right  to  be  proud;  and  jNIr.  H.  W.  Colley,  Divisional 
Secretary,  replied,  touching  upon  the  Society's  vai-ious- 
features.  He  was  followed  hy  Mr.  T.  D.  Sneath,  who, 
in  a  speech  full  of  pleasantries,  gave  the  toast  of  "  The- 
Grimsby  and  District  Chemists'  Association,"  regretting 
the  ab.sence  through  illness  of  their  esteemed  President. 
Mr.  Colley  also  replied  to  this  toast.  He  said  the  Associa- 
tion meetings  were  harmonious  and  enjoyable,  and  i£ 
members  would  only  attend  they  would  find  them  profit- 
able. The  Association  is  doing  its  share  of  work  in  the 
interests  of  chemists  generally,  he  added,  and  it  is  not 
very  encouraging  to  find  so  few  member.s  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  work. 

Mr.  C.  Dewing  submitted  "The  Town  and  Trade  of 
Grimsby."  Mr.  Fletcher  responded,  and  said  he  Ijelievecl 
they  had  reached  the  turning-point  of  trade  and  had  seea 
the  worst  side  of  it.  "  The  President  and  Vice-President" 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Hawdon,  who  spoke  in  terms  of 
appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  the  President,  Mr. 
Robert  Cook.  J. P.  In  the  President's  ab.sence  the  Vice- 
President  is,'  he  remarked,  the  backbone  of  the  A.ssociation, 
and  is  the  senior  member  among  them.  The  Chair- 
man, replying,  said  he  was  the  founder  of  this  and  the 
previous  Association  in  Grimsby.  Mr.  Robinson  responded 
to  the  toast  of  "The  Visitors,"  and  said  that  although  it 
was  the  first  time  he  had  been  among  them  he  hoped  ifc 
would  not  be  the  last. 

The  harmony  of  the  evening  was  contributed  to  by 
Messrs.  Redmond,  Reeves,  E.  Dewing,  p:ilis,  Fletcher,  and 
others. 


36anUruptcie9  an^  Jfailurcs. 

I}e  Artht-r  S.  H.\nh.\m,  lato  4  The  Broadway,  Dulwicli, 
ChemLst.  -The  foUowiusf  are  creditors:  W.  Sutton  &  Co., 
London  42/.;  H.  E.  K. 'Hanluini,  Alder.shot,  220/.;  F.  P.  E. 
Hanham,  Aldcrshot,  100/. 

lie  WlixUM  Nf.wtcn,  29  Mincintr  Lane,  E.C.,  Analytical 
Chemist  -This  bankrupt,  who  fa  led  in  May,  1904,  witli  rank- 
inrr  liabilities  1,272/.  Z«.  5(/..  applied  on  November  11  to  Mr. 
Rc^i-i.strar  Brougham,  at  the  L  )ndon  Bankruptcy  Court,  for 
an'order  of  discharge:  and  on  the  grounds  that  his  ostato 
showed  insufficiency  of  a.'sets  to  pay  10.«.  in  the  pound  and 
imperfect  bookkeeping,  the  discliargc  was  suspended  for  two 
years. 

Re  James  Ferris.  Regent  Street,  Nowtownards.  Druggist.— 
Debtor  was  examined  in  bankruptcy  on  November  21  before 
the  Recorder  of  Belfast.  He  .sta'cd  that  he  had  a  policy  of 
insurance  on  his  life  for  100/.  The  policy  had  bc^cn  kept  in 
a  locker  in  his  shop,  but  he  could  not  say  where  it  was  now. 
It  had  not  been  lodged  with  anyone  by  way  of  security. 
.411  the  premiums  had  been  paid.  His  Honour  passed  the 
sittings. 

Re  HaMOR  LockW'OOD,  Manchester,  Chemical-manufjwturor. 
Debtor,  a  well-known  Manchester  chemical-manufacturer, 
who  failed  after  forty  years  of  business-life  in  Manchester, 
applied  on  November  21  for  his  discharge.  The  only  ob- 
jector was  the  petitioning  creditor.  Mr.  Lockw(K)d'B  failure 
came  about  when  he  turned  hi*  business  into  a  limited- 
liability  company.  There  were  no  assets  for  the  unsecured 
creditors.  The  cJnly  oftenco  alleged  by  the  Official  Receiver 
against  the  debtor  was  that  his  assets  were  not  of  the  value 
of  lOji.  In  the  pound  on  tlic  amount  of  the  unsecured  liabilities. 
The  Denuty-.Judge  sympathised  with  the  debtor,  ai:d  granted 
his  discharge  subject  to  two  years'  suspension. 
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2)cc^i^  of  Hrranocnicnt. 

rurnival,  James  T.,  Cliuicli  Street.  Elibw  Vale,  ehemist. — 
Trustee,  Rieliavd  P.  Korniek,  85  Bridge  Street,  Cardiff, 
chemists'  valuer,  etc.  Dated,  Ni)vembcr  17;  filed  Nu- 
vember  19.  Liabilities  unsecured,  417/.  7s.  ;  estimated  bet 
assets,  181/.  The  following  are  creditors :  Crown  Per- 
fumery Co.,  London,  16/,  :  J.  E.  Garrett,  London.  10/.  ; 
Horner  &  Sons,  London  18/.  ;  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney, 
Ltd.,  London,  17/.;  Hudson  &  Sons,  Birmingham,  10/.; 
J.  vV.  Baker  &  Co.,  Bristol  19;.  ;  W.  Furnival  &  Son, 
Cardiff,  62/.;  Robertsons,  Ltd.,  Cardiff,  121.;  Ayrton, 
Saunders  &  Kemp,  Ltd.,  Liverpool,  180^ 

Kedley,  Joseph  W.,  Durham  Drug-stoi-ep,  Durham  Itoad, 
Birtley,  chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee,  George  F. 
Gillies,  1  West  Street,  Gateshead,  estate-agent.  Dated, 
November  16  ;  filed,  November  18.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
417/.  14s.  2d. ;  estimated  not  assets,  246/.  Is.  lid. 
The  creditors  include:  R.  N.  Webber,  London, 
26/.  ;  E.  Woolf,  Birmingham,  11/.  ;  Imperial  Credit  Bank 
Co.,  Bradford,  94/.  ;  W.  Hedley,  Durham,  150/.  ;  Ayrton, 
Saunders  &  Kemp,  Ltd.,  Liverpool,  17/,  ;  Ruddock  &  Co., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  12/. ;  D.  A.  Olswang,  Sunderland,  48/. 


(3a3cttc. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Clirks,  J.  P.,  and  Cocker,  T.,  under  the  style  of  Clarke  & 
Co.,  Farnworth,  uear  Bolton,  Luncashire,  bot^iuieal-beer 
manufacturers. 

Hotl§:son,  O.  C.  G.,  and  Iian?ton,  C.  B.  T.,  luider  the  style 

of  Hodgson  &  Langiou,  C'lierts.^y  and  Sheppertyu,  general 

medical  practitioners. 
Wau^h,  O.  W.,  and  rresman,  E.,  vuidcr   the   style  of 

Waugh   Brothers,    LuJgershill,  Wiltshire,  acrated-water 

manufacturers. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudication. 

Bill,  Jane  (trading  s;'parate  and  a|)art  from  her  liusband 
under  the  style  of  Hill,  HoUiday  &  Co.),  North  Shields, 
Northumberland,  aeratsd-wattr  manufacturer,  etc. 

Aditdicwtion  Annulled. 
Van  Homri^h,  Peter  Jobn,  Kobertsbridge,  Sussex,  medical 
practitioner. 

Order  made  on  Application  lou  DitCHAEOK. 
Scott,  Edward  Henry,  Anerley,  Surrey,  veterinary  .surgeon 
— discharge  suspended  for  feu.'  years,  ending  October  11, 
19D8. 


Properly  authsnticatei  business  notice;  (not  beinj  advertisement 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 

Taylors'  Drug  Co.  have  opened  new  braiK  hes  at  16  Out- 
side Kirkgate  Market,  Leeds,  and  at  2  Parliament  Street, 
Harrogate. 

Mr.  E.  Ballard,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Burford, 
Oxon,  has  pvirchased  the  business  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Robertson 
at  Kingshohne  Road,  Gloucester. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Smith,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Walton, 
Liverpool,  has  disposed  of  his  branch  business  at  Walton 
Yale,  Aintree,  to  Mr,  George  W.  Phillips,  Fairfield,  Liver- 
pool. 

Owing  to  the  demolition  of  the  buildings,  Mr.  Job 
Preston  has  removed  his  chemical  and  scientific  warehouso 
from  Church  Street  to  more  commodious  prenuEes  at 
19  Holly  Lane,  Sheffield. 

Mr.  Fkance,  of  Chesterfield,  has  just  moved  into  the 
fine  pharmacy  which  he  has  had  rebuilt.  The  pharmacy 
has  a  double  front  and  has  been  handsomely  fitted  by 
Messrs.  Parnall,  of  Bristol. 

Mr.  F.  E.  Ward,  chemist  ajid  druggist,  who  has  carried 
on  business  at  Newland  Street,  Witham.  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  has  retired  into  private  life,  and  will  take  up  his 
residence  at  Maldon. 

Mr.  W.  SutvLTON,  chemist  and  druggist,  fomierly  of 
Leicester,  has  bought  the  business  at  2  Market  Place, 
Long  Eaton,  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  F.  H.  Huliue. 
[Corrected  announcement.] 


The  Mawson  Filter  lias  returned  to  the  plate  of  its 
birth,  Messrs.  Mawson,  Swan  &  Weddcll,  220  Grainger 
Street.  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  having  purchased  the  business 
of  the  Mawson  Filter  Co.  carried  cn  by  the  late  Mr.  John 
Clarke. 

Mr.  Charles  Laycock,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of 
Rotherhani.  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  Charles  H. 
Hewitt,  of  Heeley,  the  latter  having  taken  over  the  con- 
trol of  the  business  of  his  father,  Mr.  J.  P.  Hewitt,  o4' 
Division  Street,  Sheffield,  who,  we  understand,  is  retiring 
from  business. 

The  partnership  between  Mr.  A.  W.  Birnie  Scott  anJ 
Mr.  J.  G.  Jcfi'coat  Scott,  trading  as  "  Scott  et  Cie.,"  5  rue 
Chau\-eau  Lagarde,  Paris,  and  34a  Little  Britain,  London, 
E.C.,  has  been  dissolved  and  will  be  continued  under  the 
old  name  by  Mr.  Birnie  Scott. 

The  business  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Corsan,  London  Sand-blast 
Decorative  Glassworks,  58a  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C.,  has 
been  con\erted  for  family  reasons  into  a  private  limited- 
liability  comjjany  under  the  style  of  "  The  London  Sand- 
blast Decorative  Glassworks,  Ltd."  Mr.  .John  Richarcil 
Corsan,  who  established  the  business  in  1874,  will  act  a.s 
chairman  of  directors,  the  other  direitors  including  Mr. 
J.  T.  Corsan,  Mr.  H.  A.  Bone,  and  Mr.  J.  D.  Hunter. 

The  establishment  of  Messrs.  Holman,  Ham  &  Co., 
wholesale  and  retail  chemists,  at  the  corner  of  High  Street 
and  South  Street,  E.\eter,  is  cue  of  these  premises  which 
are  involved  in  the  scheme  of  street-widening  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  electric  tramways  wdiii  h  are  now  being  laid 
through  the  city.  The  frontage  of  the  property  is  being 
set  back  several  feet,  and  Messrs.  Parnall  &  Co.,  Bristol 
and  London,  are  doing  the  work  of  reconstructing  the 
pharmacy,  which  will  be  completed  in  time  for  the  Christ- 
mas trade. 


IP^rsonaUtie?. 


Me.  Charles  W.  White  leaves  to-night  by  the  Indian 
mail,  via  Brindisi,  for  Bombay. 

Mr.  A.  Sidney  Camrkin,  Mayor  of  Cambridge,  has 
appointed  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Selbie,  M.A.,  as  his  chaplain. 

Mr.  F.  G.  F'oster,  chemist  and  dentist,  has  been  unani- 
mously re  elected  Chairman  of  the  Portsmouth  Higher 
Education  Committee. 

The  "Daily  Chronicle"  says  the  prospects  of  Mr. 
Goddard  Clarke  (Potter  &  Clarke)  as  Liberal  candidate  for 
Peckhain  are  very  good. 

Cotjncillor  a.  F.  Barnard,  chemist,  Columbia  Road,  E., 
has  been  elected  to  the  chairmanship  of  the  W^orks  Com- 
mittee of  the  Bethnal  Green  Borough  Council. 

Mr.  G.  Claridge  Drdce,  M.A.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
O.xford,  has  been  unanimously  re-elected  Chairman  of  the? 
Sanitary  Committee  of  the  city.  He  has  also  been  elected 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  City  Library  Committee. 

Mme.  Marie  Curie  is  thirty-si.x  this  month.  She  was 
born  at  Warsaw  in  November,  1868.  Her  father,  Pro- 
fessor Ladislas  Skiodowska,  was  a  naturalist,  and  hsL- 
mother,  Bronistawa  Boguska,  principal  of  a  boarding- 
school. 

Mr.  Arthur  C.  Vallance,  Ph.C.  (Messrs.  Jas.  Woolley, 
Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Manchester),  has  been  gazetted  Captain 
of  the  Sherwood  Foresters  (2nd  Vol.  Batt.  of  the  Notts - 
and  Derbyshire  Regiment).  As  a  Freema.son  Mr.  Vallance- 
was  on  November  23  installed  first  principal  (Z)  in  Forest 
Chapter  1852  at  Mansfield. 

Dr.  G.  E.  Cartwright  Wood  has  been  appointed  for  one- 
year  from  January  1  ne.xt  to  have  charge  of  the  preparatioiu 
"under  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  of  diphtheria  anti- 
toxin, at  400/.  for  the  year.  Professor  G.  Sims  Woodhead' 
has  been  appointed  for  the  same  period  as  adviser  in  this- 
matter  at  a  fee  of  100  guineas. 

]\Ir.  W.  Barritt.  Ph.C,  of  Messrs.  W.  &  A.  Barritt,. 
chemists.  Charing  Cross  Road.  W.C.,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  annual  banquet  and  prize  distribution  of  the  Nationafi 
Dental  Hospital  and  College,  held  at  the  Trocadero- 
Restaurant  on  Saturday,  November  19.  was  awarded  hve 
prizes— viz.,  medals  for  dental  metallurgy  and  dent-ai 
materia    medica    and    therapeutics,    and  certificates 
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honour  for  bacteriology  of  the  mouth,  dental  anatomy,  and 
operative  dental  surgery. 

Captain  W.  B.  Robinson  has  been  elected  to  the  vacancy 
on  the  Chesterfield  Town  Council  which  was  caused  by  the 
elevation  of  liis  uncle.  Mr.  C.  P.  Robinson,  to  the  alder- 
nianic  bench.  Mr.  C  P.  Robinson  was  elected  an  alderman 
in  place  of  his  brother.  Mr.  W.  li.  "Robinson,  who  resigned 
owing  to  his  advanced  age.  Captain  Robinson  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  W.  B.  Robinson,  and.  like  his  father  and  uncle,  is 
connected  with  Messrs.  Robinson  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Wheat- 
bridge  and  Holmbrook  Mills,  Chesterfield. 


"  Clinical  Excerpts"  is  the  title  of  a  periodical  which 
the  Bayer  Co.,  Ltd.,  19  St.  Dunstan"s  Hill.  E.C.,  devote  to 
progress  in  therapeutics.  It  deals  with  new  remedies,  and 
a  new  volume  begins  in  January. 

Messes.  F.  Darton  &  Co..  142  St.  John  Street,  Clerken- 
well,  E.C.,  have  published  a  well-illustrated  catalogue  of 
electrical  novelties,  a  copy  of  which  they  will  send  to  any 
of  our  subscribers  who  ask  for  it.  It  gives  retail  prices, 
so  that  it  can  be  shown  to  customers  for  their  selection  of 
any  article  required. 

St.  Jacobs  Oil,  Ltd.,  45  Farringdon  Road,  E.C..  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  they  have  placed  the  oil  and 
Vogeler's  curative  compound  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  without 
raising  the  old  wholesale  prices.  Is.  Ogrf.  and  2s.  Zcl.  being 
tlie  protected  retail  prices.  The  company  offer  retailers 
liberal  supplies  of  counter-wrappers,  etc.,  and  solicit  their 
co-operation. 

"Zambex"  Cameras. — Messrs.  R.  &  J.  Beck,  Ltd., 
68  Cornhili,  E.C.,  are  bringing  out  a  new  plate-changing 
system  which  is  stated  to  possess  advantages  over  any  now 
in  use.  It  is  a  daylight  system,  and  is  used  with  either 
plates  or  cut  films.  A  pamphlet  has  been  issued  ex- 
plaining the  "Zambex"  cameras,  to  which  the  .system  has 
been  adapted. 

Orchid  Blo.ssom  Bouquet,  which  Messrs.  Ayrton. 
Saunders  &  Kemp,  Ltd.,  of  Liverpool,  have  introduced,  is 
a  fragrant  and  lasting  perfume,  with  something  of  a  kaleido- 
scopic nature  about  it,  if  we  maj'  be  allowed  to  apply  the 
word  to  something  which  is  to  the  nose  what  Brewster's 
instrument  is  to  the  eye — a  succession  of  pleasurable  sensa- 
itions.    It  is  neatly  put  up  and  popular. 

"Royal  Standard''  Lantern-plates. — Messrs.  Cadett 
.&  Neall,  Ltd..  Ashstead.  Surrey,  are  producing  their 
■  excellent  "Royal  Standard"  plates  in  the  variety  suitable 
for  lantern-slides.  The  lantern-plates  are  issued  in  the 
•warm  and  black  tone  varieties,  and  if  they  are  as  success- 
ful as  the  ordinary  "  Royal  Standards,"  they  will  be  sure  of 
good  sales.  We  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  trying 
the  samples  we  have  received. 

Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  ask  us  to  state, 
for  the  protection  of  the  trade,  that  their  arrangements  are 
such  that  their  representatives  in  all  places  and  at  all 
times  are  suitably  provided  with  money  for  business-pur- 
poses. Members  of  their  staff  are  forbidden  to  ask  for 
loans  on  behalf  of  the  firm,  and  anyone  soliciting  such  a 
loan  as  a  representative  of  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  is 
■committing  either  a  fraudulent  or  an  unauthorised  act, 
and  the  firm  cannot  hold  themselves  responsible  should 
money  be  advanced. 

Sorehealit  is  the  name  given  by  Mr.  Edward  Phillips. 
'9  to  11  High  Street,  Kingsland,  London,  N.,  to  an  unguent 
jn'epared  from  petroleum.  Mr.  Phillips  has  spent  his  life 
in  the  petroleum-industry,  and  the  unguent  is  one  result  of 
his  studies.  It  is  prescribed  in  skin-diseases,  and  differs 
from  ordinary  petroleum-jellies,  being  "  derived  from  cer- 
tain admixtures  with  crude  earth  oils."  A  case  of  ring- 
worm which  came  under  our  observation  disappeared  after 
a  few  applications  of  "Sorehealit."  Mr.  Phillips  makes  a 
similar  veterinary  preparation — "  Resurgam." 

Protected. — The  additions  to  the  P.A.T.A.  protected 
list  during  November  included  AUenburys  milk-food  cocoa, 
Amboline,  Kelpion,  Kharu  fruit ;  Liquozone  and  cream 
laxatives,  nasal  douche,  and  ointment ;  Marchand's  eye 
balsam,  Glycozone.  and  Hydrozone ;  Thialion ;  Thompson 
&  Capper's    catarrh-inhalant,    corn-remover,  dentifrice- 


water,  indigestion-tablets,  nerve-liniment,  podophyllmn 
liver-tincture.  Quin  Phos  tonic,  rhus  opodeldoc,  stinudating 
hair-wash,  and  voiie  and  throat  ]iearls ;  Thornton's 
"Paragon"  hair-wash,  toilet-cream,  and  lotion;  Towle's 
chlorodyne  ;  "  Veedee  "  vibrator. 

A  New  Idea  in  "  Clinicals." — It  is  curious  how  im- 
provements in  articles  commonly  used  sometimes  carry 
with  them  a  defect  that  requires  a  remedy.  For  example, 
those  who  use  clinical  thermometers  with  magnifying 
inde.x  know  how  hard  it  is  to  focus  the  mercury  column 
under  the  magnifier.    Mr.  G.  H.  Zeal,  of  82  Turnniill 


Street,  London.  E.C..  now  provides  the  remedy  fur  this, 
which  consists  simply  in  engraving  an  oblong  mark  exactly 
over  the  mercury  column  in  the  style  shown  by  above 
engravings.  This  is  one  of  those  small  improvements 
which  customers  appreciate,  especially  when,  as  in  this  case, 
the  cost  is  trifling.    Mr.  Zeal  has  regiaered  this  pattern. 

Vaseline  in  a  New  -c-s5tjt'» 

Form  comes  to  us  from  ^«?«s^3^i_,i„  . 
the  Chesebrough  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  42  Hol- 
born  Viaduct,  E.C.  The 
company  have  adopted 
the  style  of  bottle  shown 
in  the  illustration,  the 
printing  on  the  label 
being  in  a  pleasant 
shade  of  green  on  white 
ground,  and  the  screw 
metal  cap  is  also  enam- 
elled in  green  and  white. 
Each  bottle  is  enclosed 
in  a  dainty  green- 
and  white  carton.  Both 
yellow  and  white  vase- 
lines arc  now  put  up  in 
this  style.  Retailers  and 
wholesalers  can  get  fur- 
ther particulars  in  regard 
to  the  matter  from  the 
Company's  London  office. 

Sensitised  Christmas  Postcards  are  being  produced 
by  Houghtons,  Ltd.,  88  and  89  High  Holborn,  W.C.  The 
cards  have  on  the  address  side  a  greeting  and  design  suit- 
able for  the  season,  while  the  reverse  is  sensitised  with 
gaslight  emulsion  so  as  to  be  printed  on  from  the  amateur's 
own  negatives.  The  same  company  also  issue  a  series  of 
Calendars  for  1905,  above  the  calendar  l)eing  a  space  for 
the  insertion  of  a  photograph.  These  ideas  are  likely  to 
be  appreciated  by  photographers,  but  it  is  necessary  for 
photographic  chemists  to  stock  the  cards  and  calendars  at 
once  if  they  wish  to  secure  the  business  for  the  year. 

Mosquito  and  Gnat  Prevention.— Our  note  on  this  sub- 
ject last  week  has  brought  us  several  letters,  the  most  in- 
teresting being  from  a  director  of  Messrs.  Hearon,  Squire 
&  Francis,  Ltd.,  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  who  in  the  course 
of  his  letter  says  : 

Personally  I  am  much  interested  in  the  note.    Some  iiino 
months  ago  I  was  imploringly  asked  if  I  could  supply  a 
preparation  that  would  prevent  gnals  from  biting  the  logs 
and  arms  of  young  children  and  alhiy  the  paiii  aud  irrita- 
tion following  tlio  bite  of  the  mos(|uito.     After  careful 
thought,  I  concluded  that  I  could  make  a  lotion  that  ougiit 
to  meet  the  required  purposes.    After  some  oxperiincntiiig 
a  preparation  was  finally  made  wiiicli,  on  trial,  was  found 
to  act  as  an  efficient  preventive  and  to  afford  the  necessary 
relief  after  being  stung.    We  then  commeiiccU  to  pack  tlio 
lotion,  and  in  every  instance  in  which  wc  have  known  it  to 
be  applied  it  has  proved  a  marvellous  success. 
With  this  letter  has  come  a  sample  of  the  mosquito-lotion 
and  midge-preventive.    In  a  box  are  a  bottle  of  lotion  and 
a  camel-hair  pencil  to  apply  it.    Our  Colonial  and  Indian 
subscribers  are  those  to  whom  this  note  is  most  topical.  We 
are  at  present  enjoying  something  as  deadly  to  mostpiitos  - 
to  wit,  a  snowstorm. 


November  26,  1904 


®b0crvation0  anb  IRcflcctions, 

By  Xrayser. 


A  Door 

must  be  open  or  shvit,  says  an  old  proverb.  How 
long  do  the  iiersistent  gentlemen  in  Yorkshire  and  else- 
where expect  the  door  leading  to  a  titles  test-case  to  be 
kept  on  the  latch?  There  should  be  some  limit  even  to 
perseverance.  Language  has  no  meaning  if  the  Pharmacy 
Act  case  of  1880  did  not  settle  the  construction  of  the  first 
and  fifteenth  sections  of  that  statute  as  to  the  limitation 
of  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  person  "  therein.  Every  one 
of  the  Judges  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  and  in  the  House  of 
Lords  made  his  judgment  depend  on  that  construction,  and 
the  application  of  the  definition  thus  arrived  at  to  the 
particular  alleged  offence  of  keeping  open  shop  for  the 
sale  of  poisons  followed  as  a  matter  of  course.  The 
I'.ecision  that  the  word  "person"  in  the  Act  did  not 
include  a  corporation  was  not  a  mere  obiter  dictum  :  it  was 
the  essential  part  of  the  judgments.  In  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Priestley  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
quotes  two  specimen  sentences  from  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  Lord  Blackburn  in  support  of  this  view.  It  should 
be  understood  that  these  were  absolutely  fair  samples.  He 
might  have  given  a  dozen.  "The  word  'person'  in  this 
Act  does  not  include  a  corporation,"  said  Lord  Blackburn. 
This  was  the  solid  extract  of  what  the  six  Judges  laid 
down. 

The  Supreme  Courts 

may  have  been  wrong  in  their  law,  and 
they  may  have  arrived  at  their  decision  without  sufficiently 
considering  the  extra  effects  of  their  judgments.  The 
keeping  of  open  shop  was  the  charge  before  them,  and 
there  are  many  references  in  their  expositions  of  the  law 
which  suggest  that  if  the  question  of  title  had  been  the 
issue  they  might  have  come  to  a  different  conclusion.  Lord 
Bramwell,  for  instance,  said  he  might  have  been  disposed 
to  hold  differently  "if  the  mischief  to  be  prevented  could 
not  be  prevented  otherwise."  Then  he  showed  how  the 
necessity  of  a  qualified  seller  did  in  his  view  prevent  the 
contemplated  mischief.  Lord  Baggallay  said  he  came  to 
his  opinion  "not  gathering  from  the  general  scope  and 
purport  of  the  Act  that  there  is  any  necessity  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  "  to  stretch  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"  person"  as  proposed.  Lord  Thesiger  doubted  for  a  long 
time  whether  coi'porations  ought  not  to  be  brought  under 
the  Act  on  the  ground  that  "  the  object  and  scope  of  the 
Act  peremptorily  required  them  to  be  included."  His  con- 
science was  similarly  comforted,  however,  by  recollecting 
that  the  actual  seller  had  to  be  qualified.  And  Lord 
i^'elborne  admitted  that  "  if  the  Legislature  had  not  pro- 
vided proper  safeguards,  there  would  be  a  strong  argument 
against  corporations  carrying  on  the  business."  One  of  the 
ways  in  which  the  Legislature  sought  to  protect  the  public 
was  by  requiring  that  the  exhibition  of  the  term 
"chemist"  should  indicate  a  qualified  proprietor.  That 
protection  is  now  flagrantly  violated.    It  is  clear  that  the 

I  case  against  companies  would  have  been  much  stronger  on 
the  titles  point  than  on  the  keeping-open-shop  line,  and 

!  had  the  action  turned  on  that  point  it  might  have  been 
won.  But  such  a  speculation  is  perfectly  vain.  A  House 
of  Lords'  judgment  cannot  be  reversed,  not  even  by  itself. 
Only  a  new  Act  of  Parliament  or  a  cou-p  d'etat  can  modify 
the  conditions  which  it  brings  about.  There  stands  the 
record,  and  it  is  a  legal  maxim  that  "no  one  shall  be 
permitted  to  aver  against  the  record." 


St;.") 

The  New  Southgate  Tradesmen 

who  suggest  the  formation 
of  a  permanent  federation  of  retailers  to  prevent  such 
dangers  as  the  narrowly  escaped  C.O.D.  are  surely  a  little 
forgetful  or  ungrateful.  Except  that  its  headquarters  are 
in  Hull,  the  National  Chamber  of  Trade  is  just  such  an 
organisation  as  they  want,  and  it  is  only  fair  that  the 
gallant  part  which  that  body  took  in  the  recent  combat 
should  be  acknowledged.  The  National  Chamber  of  Trade 
was  combating  the  proposal  with  vigour  before  many  trades 
knew  that  it  was  contemplated.  Its  Hon.  Secretary's  cor- 
respondence with  the  Postmaster-General  came  within  tlie 
limits  of  polite  discussion,  it  is  true,  but  probably  Lord 
Stanley  wished  he  had  gone  a  shade  or  two  further,  so  as  to 
have  exonerated  him  from  the  duty  of  replying.  Finally, 
the  Chamber  marshalled  the  various  trades  interested  with 
great  effect,  and  had  prepared  a  powerful  parliamentary 
campaign,  which  only  collapsed  because  the  protagonist, 
declined  to  take  a  hand. 

Forty  Million  Doses  of  Senna 

docs  not  soimd  like  a  de- 
cadent medicine,  but  after  all  it  only  means  barely  a  single- 
dose  for  each  inhabitant  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The- 
lot  represented  in  the  picture  last  week  may  be  regardedi 
as  about  one-sixth  of  the  average  annual  import  of  Tin-- 
nevelly  senna  into  this  country,  which  is  estimated  at. 
5,300  bales.  "Most  of  it  is  re-exported."  I  have  heardi 
it  calculated  that  three- fourths,  or  even  four-fifths,  of  it 
goes  abroad  again,  the  United  States  being  by  far  the 
largest  customer.  If  that  is  so,  one  dose  a  year  apiece  is. 
just  about  what  is  left  for  Britishers.  And  even  this 
seems  to  many  chemists  an  excessive  reckoning.  "A 
pound  of  senna  would  stock  me  for  five  years,"  said  a 
fashionable  pharmacist.  "I  sell  twenty  doses  of'cascara. 
to  one  of  .senna,"  said  another.  Black  draughts  and  good 
old  Daffy's  are  banished  from  the  housewife's  cupboard, 
and  the  once  popular  syrup  and  confection,  though  they 
still  linger,  do  so  apologetically.  The  bulk  of  the  senna  . 
taken  in  this  country  is  smuggled  into  people's  stomachs 
under  the  euphemi.sm  of  compound  liquorice  powder.  In 
America,  notwithstanding  the  herbalistic  researches  of 
Father  Jacob,  Dame  Seigel,  and  their  family,  senna-tea . 
still  reigns  unabashed  ;  and  I  have  heard  that  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  the  supply  finds  its  way  into  cattle- 
medicines. 

There  is  not  Enough  Invention 

in  the  word    "  Absorbine 
to  induce  the  Judges  so  far  to  admit  it  into  the  aristocracy 
of  trade-marks.  The  reason  given  by  Lord  Justice  Vaughan. 
Williams  for  rejecting  "Absorbine"  while  "Satinine"  is 
admitted  is  scarcely  a  testimony  to  the  majestic  probity 
of  the  law.    Absorbine  absorbs,  said  the  Court;  satinine  is 
not  satin.    Nor  is  it  easy  to  see  how  this  view  squares 
with  the  judgments  in  the  "  Solio  "  case.    "  If  it  is  an  in- 
vented word,"  said  Lord  Herschell,  "it  is  unimportant 
whether  it  has  reference  to  the  character  or  quality  of  th6 
goods  or  not;"  and  Lord  Macnaghten  added,  "If  it  is. 
an  invented  word,  it  is  no  objection  if  it  contains  a 
covert  and  skilful  allusion  to  the  character  and  quality  of' • 
the  goods.    It  is  clearly  impossible  to  define  in  advance  an-  | 
invented  word ;  this  must  be  left  for  individual  determina;-  i 
tion.    But  it  is  a  pity  to  raise  again  the  old  idea,  whica  j 
was  perhaps  properly  associated  with  the  "  fancy  \vord I 
of  the  previous  statute,  that  it  must  not  have  the  ^mo^it^.  ; 
remotely  descriptive  chai'acter.  ir-  { 

Dutch  Phaemacopcei.\. — A  new  edition  of  this  work  is  J 
expected  next  year.  j    .  ; 
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DISINFECTANTS. 


Cbe  "Sanitas"  Co.,  Cim., 

arc  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS; 

They  also  Make  and  Deal  in 
"Soldls."   "Okol."    "Cpeoelde."    "  Plnos," 
"  KIngzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles." 
SuIphugatOFS,"  "Formic  Sulpliugatops,"  "Formic  AlP 
Purifiers, " 

"Formic  Fumlgators,"  "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Blngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids.  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash. 

"i<i«iVas"  Pamphlet  ami  "  I/oic  to  Disinfect  "  Bool-  sent  free. 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 


JUST  PUBLISHED. 


PRICE  7/6  NET. 


Stuiie's  Pockel  Gonipaiii 

TO  THE  BRITISH  PHARMACOPEIA. 


"  The  finished  work  is  in  every  way  up  to  anticipations. 
The  '  POCKET  COMPANION'  seems  to  us  destine  I 
to  enjoy  a  popularity  equal  to  or  greater  than  that  of  the 
motlier  volume  (Squire's  '  Companion'),  and  it  is  an  interesting 
example  of  forward  development  in  a  well-known  work  of 
reference." — Cltemid  ani  Druggist,  July  9,  1904. 


Obtainable  through  any  of  the  Wholesale  Houses,  or  from 
SQUIRE  &  SONS,  or  from  the  Publishers, 

J.  &  A.  CHURCHILL,  7  Great  Marlborough  St.,  London,  W. 
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ASSURES   PURE    WA TER. 

THE  ONLY  FILTERS  AWARDED  GRAND  PRIX,  PARIS,  1900.  ' 
THE 

PASTEUR 
FILTER 

OFFICIAL  GOVERNMENT  STATEMENT— 

"Wherever  the  Pasteur  Filter  has  been' 
apphed  Typhoid  Fever  has  disappeared." 

J.  DEFRIES  &~SONS,  Limited, 

|46.  &  147,  HOUNOSOITCH,  LONDON,  V;  / 


3!^XTJVEr"0:EiI3 

FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.G. 


No,  1  rineet  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

17/  c'^. 

Finest  I'urfi 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/ett. 

25/ ct. 

No.  '1  I'ure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

16/ cl 

No.  1  Kinest  Light  fure 
PRECIPITATEU  CHALK 

Eest  C'earitd 
LINSEED  (TEA. 

18/ctt. 

EPSOM    SAL'S.  ESS 
Purifl'd,  Clean,  and  I'ry. 

9/  eft. 

No.  1  I'iiiebt  I'Liro 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Liglit  Colour! 

15/cft 

FiiKst  Levigated 
"WHITE  EaRIH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/ eft. 

I'ineBt 
TART  ACID 

Lowst  Cur. 
l'ric(.-t^ 

Finest  Pure 
TOILtT  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/ctt. 

l'int,^t  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/lOi? 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

^  CARIIIAGK  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  witnin  'im  miles  of 
Tjondon  lor  allowance  made  for  distancee  beyond)  on  a  total  weight 
of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  deli- 
vered  free  on  rail  T-ondon  at  above  prices.  
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Established 
1879. 


All  Chemistg  selling  Vapo-Cresolene 
should  write  for  information  about  the 
eight-coloured  "  Cut  Out  "  window- 
display  we  are  offering.  It  is  unique, 
handsome,  and  refined. 


HANBURYS  Ltd.  37  liSIt^ia,  London,  Eng. 


lEbitonal  Comments, 


A  Step  Backwards. 

After  the  address  by  ^Ir.  Lord  Gifford  at  Leeds  last,  week, 
Mr.  Pilkington  Sergeant  recalled  the  fact  that  in  1891  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  declined  to  meddle  with  the  com- 
pany qne.stion  when  proceeding  to  Parliament  with  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  Pharmacy  Acts.  While  it  is  good  that  such 
archaic  ideas  should  not  be  forgotten,  it  is  well  also  to 
remember  that  there  has  been  a  rapid  advancement  since, 
and  that  the  Amendment  Act  of  1898  was  secured,  because, 
in  part,  chemists  and  druggists  were  then  assured  that 
legislation  on  one  subject  at  a  time  would  be  quicker  than 
taking  everything  together.  Other  subjects  of  that  day 
were  company  pharmacy,  dispensing  of  medical  prescrip- 
tions, and  the  compulsory  curriculum,  but  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  agreed  that  these  could  wait  until  the  all-important 
md  all-embracing  M.P.S.  measure  was  put  on  the  Statute- 
book.  Mr.  Walter  Hills  is  thus  the  only  living  c.x-Presi- 
dent  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  who  has  a  parliamentary 
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achievement  to  his  credit.  Between  1898  and  1900  there  was 
substajitial  progress  on  the  company  question,  chiefly 
Ifirought  about  by  the  return  of  Messrs.  Cooper,  Gift'ord,  and 
Wootton  to  the  Council  with  a  view  to  dealing  with  this 
question,  among  other  things.  In  August,  1900,  the  Council 
i-esolved  to  draft  a  Pharmacy  Bill,  with  no  fixed  purpose  as 
fo  what  it  should  contain,  but  by  the  time  the  draft  came 
from  the  committee  in  December,  1900,  it  embraced  several 
clauses  dealing  with  companies — one  prevented  them  using 
P'haxmacy  Act  titles,  another  required  each  shop  of  a  cor- 
porate body  to  be  managed  by  a  registered  person  and  put 
such  bodies  on  a  footing  with  individuals  as  to  offences,  and 
a  third  made  it  a  penal  offence  for  any  other  than  a  registered 
■person  to  act  as  a  director  of  a  corporate  body  keeping  open 
■shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  Other  clauses  dealt  with 
■registration,  and  the  curriculum  clause  was  also  in  the  draft, 
which  was  carried  unanimously  1)y  the  Council.  At  the 
meeting  in  January,  1901,  the  medical-prescriptions  clause 
was  added  to  the  draft,  as  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  an  inter- 
view which  Mr.  Walter  Hills  had  with  him,  emphasised 
t'he  need  for  the  compounding  and  dispensing  of  medicines 
Joeing  entrusted  solely  to  qualified  men.  The  draft  was 
I'evised  by  the  Society's  solicitors,  and  finally  adopted  by 
the  Council  in  March,  1901,  substantially  in  the  form  in 
which  it  has  come  before  Parlianient  on  three  occasions 
since.  The  late  Mr.  Martindale  then  said  (after  detailing 
"  how  or  why  the  Bill  had  arisen  ")  — 

He  approved  of  Clause  7,  which  required  a  qualified 
director,  as  it  was  the  only  means  they  could  devise  of 
•checking  tlie  inception  of  bogus  companies.  Ho  referred  tc> 
.such  cases  as  where  a  man  failed  at  the  examinations,  and 
then,  with  six  others,  formed  a  companj'  and  drove  a  coach 
and  horses  through  the  Act.  Without  this  clause  they 
would  not  be  able  to  check  such  companies,  and  the  Bill 
would  be  worth  nothing.  He  looked  upon  it  as  the  most 
valuable  clause  in  the  whole  Bill. 

We  give  this  narrative  chiefly  to  show  that  the  object  of 
■drafting  the  Bill  was  to  legislate  on  the  company  question. 
The  curriculum  clause  was  added  chiefly  on  Mr.  Carteighe's 
•solicitation,  and  in  order  to  make  a  basis  for  reciprocity  with 
the  Colonies,  which  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain  had  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Council.    We  have  explained  how 
the  prescription  clause  came  into  the  Bill.    Mr.  Marlindale"s 
•statement  well  expressed  the  views  of  that  time  in  respect 
to  company  trading,  and  no  change  in  the  conditions  has 
transpired  to  justify  a  change  of  view.    But  the  President 
■of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  said  sufficient  at  Birming- 
liam  and  elsewhere  to  indicate  that  the  company  matter  as 
expressed  in  the  Bill  is  almost  of  secondary  importance  to 
getting  the  rest  of  the  Bill  through  Parliament.    A  resolu- 
tion has  also  gone  to  the  Council  from  Edinburgh  expressing 
that  view  in  all  its  bareness.    This  line  of  action  we  deplore 
and  condemn,  because  there  is  not  the  slightest  need  for  it. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Council  as  a  body  has  not  decided  to  go 
tiack  upon  the  position  it  took  up  in  1901.    The  members 
know  that  the  blocking  motions  upon  the  Bill  were  instigated 
'by  chemist  companies,  and  that  private  legislation  these 
past  three  Sessions  has  been  at  the  low-water  mark.  From 
■the  tactical  point  of  view  we  consider  the  suggested  modifi- 
cation of  Clause  7  a  mistake.    It  would  be  better  business  to 
-direct  efforts  towards  securing  a  second  reading  with  a 
-view  to  having  the  official  and  alternative  proposals  sub- 
mitted to  Committee.    The  opponents  of  Clause  7  cannot 
dread  a  second  reading  of  the  Bill  so  badly  as  they  have 
done — assuming  that  they  have  not  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  if  they  persist  in  their  efforts  they  may  stamp  out 
attempts  at  legislation  altogether,  which  seems  a  not  un- 
'dkely  thing.    Do  the  trade  now  realise  the  danger  of  crying 
""Compromise"  from  the  house-tops? 


Persian  Opium. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  Persian 
opium  on  the  London  market,  and  prices  have  an  upward 
tendency.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  are  practically 
no  offers  of  the  new  crop  from  Persia,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
say  when  they  will  be  forthcoming.  The  latest  information 
concerning  the  crop  is  contained  in  a  British  consular  re- 
port on  the  trade  of  Ispahan  and  district,  which  was  issued 
by  the  Foreign  Office  on  Wednesday,  and  gives  an  inte- 
resting account  of  the  conditions  of  the  Persian  opium- 
market.  Mr.  Consul-General  Preoce,  who  writes  the  report, 
appears  to  have  been  at  considerable  pains  to  collect  his 
information,  and,  writing  in  regard  to  the  present  crop,  he 
states  that  it  was  of  normal  quantity,  but  was  very  seriously 
damaged  by  blight  in  the  spring.  His  remarks  were  ■written 
in  October,  and  at  that  time  it  was  computed  that  the  crop 
would  reach  about  one  thousand  cases,  of  which  about 
350  cases  have  been  sent  to  China  and  London  by  native 
merchants.    He  says  : 

The  market  opened  with  prices  firm  at  280  krans 
(E/.  Is.  9d.)  per  13  lbs.  for  prepared  opium,  but  gradually 
rose  to  340  krans  (6/.  3^.  Id.].  This  compares  very  un- 
favourably with  the  prices  prevailing  in  China  and  London, 
especially  when  the  heavy  export-duty  is  taken  into  con- 
sideration. This  is  evidently  duo  to  the  small  supply  in 
the  market,  buyers  fearing  they  may  be  left  out  in  tho  cold, 
and  also  to  the  high  rate  of  exchange  both  on  London  and 
India  now  prevailing.  .  .  .  The  opium  brought  for  analys's 
to  Ispahan  proved  very  deficient  in  morphine  ;  parcels 
which  came  from  places  in  the  neighbourhood  which  ■were 
known  to  give  good  results,  such  as  12^  and  13  per  cent., 
oidy  came  out  with  7^  and  8  per  cent. 

The  cause  of  this  is  a  matter  of  much  conjecture,  says  the 
Consul,  but  there  is  no  doubt  in  many  cases  the  drug  is 
intentionally  adulterated,  and  we  have  known  instances 
where  merchants  in  the  interior  have  purchased  opium 
having  a  very  sightly  appearance,  but  which  on  analysis  has 
proved  to  contain  only  1  per  cent,  of  morphine.  This  adul- 
teration appears  to  be  widespread,  and  has  considerably 
affected  the  business.  The  Consul  is  of  opinion  that  the  low 
morpliine-content  is  due  to  the  Persian  cultivators'  niggardly 
policy  of  curtailing  the  preparation  of  the  groimd  and  stint- 
ing the  manure ;  and  also  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ispahan 
the  ground  is  never  allowed  to  be  fallow,  but  has  generally  to 
bear  two  crops  a  year.  On  the  other  hand,  he  thinks  it  may 
be  due  to  want  of  moisture.  In  former  years  the  total  output 
of  opium  in  the  Ispahan  district  (one  of  the  important 
centres)  was  from  2,500  to  3,009  cases,  and  the  decrease 
is  now  attributed  to  over-cultivation  of  the  same  ground 
year  after  year,  and  also  to  the  increased  expense  of 
cultivation  and  peculation  by  the  labourers. 


Industrial  Alcohol  Inquiry. 

We  referred  a  fortnight  ago  to  the  correspondence  which 
had  taken  place  between  the  West  India  Committee  and 
the  Treasury  and  Colonial  Office  in  regard  to  the  duty- 
free alcohol  inquiry.    The  whole  correspondence  is  printed 
in  the  "  West  India  Committee  Circular  "  of  November  22. 
It  contains  several  additional  letters.    In  one  to  the  Colonial 
Office,  dated  November  10,  Sir  Nevile  Lubbock^  Chairman, 
and  Mr.  Aspinall,  Secretary  of  the  committee,  deal  ■with  a 
reference  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  a  report  by  Mr.  J. 
Steele,  who  visited  the  West  Indies  in  1902  to  report  on 
the  Excise  restrictions  on  alcohol.    The  Colonial  Secretary 
regretted  that  the  committee  attributed  a  partisan  spirit  to 
Mr.  Steele,  hence  the  committee's  reply,  which  concludes  : 
Mr.  Steele  having  reported  on  the  Excise  restrictions  in 
the  West  Indies,  the  logical  sequence  would  be  an  abso- 
lutely independent  inquiry  into  the  Excise  restrictions  to 
which  distillers  in  this  country  are  subject,  the  4d.  and  5d. 
surtaxes  being  at  present  based,  as  we  understand,  upon 
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falculations  arrived  at  as  far  back  as  1866,  when  ^d.  was 
allowed  as  compensation  for  the  duty  on  foreign  grain. 

To  this  the  following  letter  has  been  sent  by  the  Colonial 

Office  : 

November  15th,  1904. 

Sir,— I  am  directed  bv  Mr.  Secretary  Lyttelton  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  lOth  instant 
on  the  subject  of  the  "  Duty-free  Alcohol  Committee,"  and 
to  state  that  he  understands  you  to  desire — 

(1)  That  a  Colonial  representative  should  bo  added  to 
the  Committee;  and 

(2)  That  the  effect  of  the  surtax  should  be  included  in 
the  terms  of  reference. 

2.  I  am  to  observe  that  both  these  matters  are  primarily 
for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  consider,  and  that, 
as  it  appears  from  his  letter  to  you,  printed  in  the  current 
number  of  the  "West  India  Committee  Circular,"  that, 
while  finally  declining  to  appoint  a  Colonial  representa- 
tive, he  considers  that  the  effect  of  the  surtax  on  spirits 
generally  is  covered  by  the  terms  of  reference,  they  must 
both  now  be  regarded  as  settled. 

5.  I  am  to  add  that  Mr.  Lyttelton  must  decline  to  discuss 
the  statements  embodied  in  Mr.  Steele's  report;  and  that 
it  is  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchecjuer,  and  not  for  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  to  decide  whether  it 
is  necessary  or  expedient  to  hold  an  incjuii-y  into  the  effect 
I  if  British  Excise  restrictions  in  increasing  the  cost  of 
manufacture. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  Lucas. 

The  committee's  representative  wrote  again  on  Novem- 
ber 15,  giving  further  particulars  regarding  the  surtax, 
and  saying  : 

With  reference  to  the  last  paragraph  in  your  letter,  my 
committee  feels  that  however  eminent  the  members  of  the 
Duty-Free  Alcohol  Committee  may  be  in  connection  with 
the  aspects  of  the  question  which  immediately  concern  the 
interests  which  they  represent,  they  may  not  be  qualified 
to  pass  judgment  on  the  larger  side  of  the  subject,  which 
affects  our  Crown  Colonies.  But  we  understand  from  your 
letter  that  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  does  not  desire  to 
have  the  Colonial  view  of  the  cjuestion,  as  distinct  from 
the  foreign,  considered,  although  as  we  have  already 
jjointed  out.  we  only  claim  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  British  distiller. 

We  think  if  the  West  India  Committee  study  Mr.  Austen 
(Jhamberlain's  speech  at  Rugby  on  Wednesday,  they  will 
find  the  satisfaction  they  want.  Mr.  Chamberlain  does  not 
need  the  assistance  of  the  Industrial  Alcohol  Committee  to 
throw  the  4f/.  overboard  when  his  time  for  preference  comes. 
What  Sir  Nevile  Lubbock  and  his  colleagues  should  do  is  to 
get  together  the  fullest  possible  evidence  as  to  the  pro- 
duction of  alcohol  in  the  West  Indies.  The  time  is  oppor- 
tune for  this,  as  the  tightness  of  Continental  alcohol  i.s  sure 
to  have  the  Industrial  Alcohol  Committee's  attention.  As 
the  statistics  of  production,  etc.,  in  Germany  during 
October  are  of  interest  at  the  moment,  we  give  them  here, 
the  figures  representing  hectolitres  (22  gals.)  : 


Oct.  1901 

Sept.  1904 

Oct.  1903 

Production   

217,955 

102,008 

175,898 

Drinking  consumption 

180,938 

206, 1 95 

186,546 

'J^ax-^'ree  consumption 

101,022 

111,786 

108,457 

Export  

223 

888 

21.1f6 

Stocks   

216,031 

260,668 

164,891 

It  is  reported  that  the  higher  price  allowed  by  the  spirit 
trust  to  the  distillers,  as  well  as  the  withdrawal  of  all  re- 
strictions as  to  production,  has  had  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  production  beyond  that  of  last  year  by  4.2  million  litres, 
and  that  of  October,  1903,  by  eight  million  litres.  It  is 
true  that  the  October  production  does  not  come  up  to  the 
large  quantities  produced  in  1901  and  1902,  but  this  is  due 
to  the  scarcity  of  potatoes,  for  the  German  potato-crop 
was  late  in  many  localities,  and  was  small  in  some  of  the 
leading  districts.  The  consumption  of  spirit  has  not  been 
quite  so  high  this  year  as  in  October,  1903,  and  the  require- 


ments for  technical  purposes  have  also  fallen  off — doubtless 
a  consequence  of  the  high  prices.  The  small  exports  are  also 
noticeable,  this  being  due  to  the  spirit  being  cheaper  else- 
where. Our  Industrial  Alcohol  Committee  is  making  steady 
progress,  but  so  far  the  evidence  taken  does  not  touch 
pharmaceutical  manufactures,  and  no  witnesses  in  this 
regard  will  be  called  until  next  month. 

A  (ireat  Misfortune  to  the  Public. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  Marylebone  authorities  have 
failed  to  get  a  conviction  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  in  respect  to  "soda"  containing  Glauber's  salt. 
Carbonate  of  .soda  is  washing-soda,  and  as  such  outside  the 
Acts.  But  we  must  protest  against  what  Mr.  Beck  said  for 
the  defence.  The  mixing  of  sulphate  with  the  carbonate 
had  its  inception  in  deceit,  and  it  would  be  a  great 
misfortune  to  the  public  if  anything  which  will  serve  to 
expose  this  deceitful  practice  is  burked. 

Cut  Cycles. 

The  other  morning  when  the  Stanley  Cycle  Show, 
opened  the  trade  was  aghast  to  find  that  a  leading  firm  of 
manufacturers  had  reduced  the  price  of  a  high-grade 
bicycle  to  six  guineas.  Within  twelve  hours  another 
maker  liad  produced  a  similar  machine  at  5?.  19s.  6d. 
These  cut  rates  are  the  talk  of  the  show,  and  gave  a 
splendid  introduction  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  the 
founder  of  the  successful  anti-cutting  scheme  for  pro- 
prietary articles.  He  had  been  asked  to  address  cycle 
agents  and  others  at  the  Agricultural  Hall  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  and  gave  them  a  good  lecture.  It  will  be  in- 
teresting to  see  whether  or  not  his  advice  will  help  to 
keep  up  the  price  of  proprietary  cycle  accessories. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Next  year's  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  will  be  held 
in  London,  probably  in  the  second  week  of  July,  Mr. 
W.  S.  Nicholls,  of  New  York,  being  President.  A  con- 
siderable number  of  American  and  Canadian  members  of 
the  Society  indicated  their  intention  at  the  recent  meeting 
in  New  York  to  visit  London  next  year,  and  probably  at 
least  100  will  come.  It  will  be  a  rather  heavy  task  for 
the  committee  of  the  London  Section  to  arrange  for  the 
entertainment  of  these  Transatlantic  visitors;  for,  although 
our  islands  are  small  compared  with  the  American  con- 
tinent, centuries  of  history  have  heaped  up  interest  on 
every  foot  of  the  land.  The  connnittee  of  the  London 
Section,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Gordon  Salamon, 
have  already  broken  ground,  so  to  speak,  and  after  Christ- 
mas an  official  announcement  respecting  the  general  scheme- 
of  the  meeting  may  be  expected. 

The  Ether. 

Those  who  are  fond  of  philosophic  reasoning  should  not 
omit  to  read  the  translation  of  a  paper  by  Mendeleeff  on 
the  chemical  elements  printed  in  "Nature"  of  November 
17.  It  goes  somewhat  farther  than  his  chemical  conception' 
of  the  ether  to  which  we  have  previously  referred,  but  it 
is  to  the  same  effect — viz.,  the  universal  ether  is  matter 
having  an  atomic  weight  of  0.000,000,000,053.  Inciden- 
tally Mendeleeff  complains  that  the  editors  of  the  English 
translation  of  his  "Attempt  at  a  Chemical  Comprehension 
of  the  Ether"  have  omitted  the  introductory  general' 
philosophical  remarks  about  the  fundamental  distinction 
between  substances  (masses),  forces  (energy),  and  spirit. 
This  omission  deprives  the  article  of  the  realistic  meaning 
which  he  intended  to  give  it  by  introducing  ether  into  the 
system  of  elements. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

In  this  month's  "Anti-cutting  Record"  Mr.  William 
•Johnson,  Ph.C,  Secretary  of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Asso- 
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ciation,  points  out  that  camphorated  oil  l^ept  in  shop-rounds 
with  glass  cap  often  becomes  weak  in  camphor  because  the 
cap  gets  broken.  He  further  suggests  that  wide-mouth 
bottles  are  a  source  of  weakness.  Unquestionably  much  of 
the  legal  trouble  that  this  preparation  gives  is  due  to 
storage.  Chemists  make  it  right,  but  too  frequently  is  it 
forgotten  that  the  changes  of  temperature  in  the  shop  induce 
evaporation  of  camphor  from  the  surface  of  the  oil.  If  the 
shop-round  is  a  narrow-mouthed  stoppered  bottle,  the 
vapour-pressure  may  be  sufficient  to  push  the  stopper  out 
enough  to  let  some  of  the  camphor-vapour  escape,  and 
this,  going  on  day  by  day  for  a  few  weeks,  brings  the  oil 
far  below  standard.  If  the  bottle  is  kept  on  a  low  shelf  or 
other  cool  place  there  is  little  chance  of  the  camphor-vapour 
escaping  from  a  narrow-mouthed  stoppered  bottle,  but  when 
the  oil  is  kept  in  an  oil-bottle  with  tin  cap  or  other  loose 
protection  camphor  is  vaporised  almost  continuously. 

A  Myopic  View. 

A  journal  devoted  to  the  interests  of  nurses — the  "  Hos- 
pital " — looks  askance  at  the  newly  formed  Society  of 
Chemist-Opticians,  the  views  being  the  usual  severe  ones 
that  medical  journals  have  when  looking  at  optical  matters. 
We  ask  our  readers  to  turn  to  Dr.  Lindsay  Johnson's  re- 
marks on  page  878  to  obtain  a  picture  more  in  focus  with 
the  views  of  the  medical  profession.  Here  are  some 
extracts  from  the  "Hospital"  annotation  : 

When  it  was  announced  sonic  few  months  ago  that  a 
certain  number  of  pharmacists  had  formed  themselves  into  a 
"  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians,"  there  seemed  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  movement  was  other  than  one  of  a  few 
individuals  anxious  to  enter  themselves  as  rivals  to  the  pre- 
scribing spectacle-maker,  and  to  pose  before  the  public  as 
qualified  "  optologists."  However  much  one  might  rcgrei 
the  association  of  the  craft  of  pharmacy  with  such  ambi- 
tions, there  was  no  ground  for  believing  that  the  official 
leaders  of  the  art  would  look  otherwise  than  askance  at  the 
"chemist-optician."  It  is  true  that  one  member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  described  the 
process  of  sight-testing  as  "  a  most  appropriate  side-line  for 
a  chemist,"  but  this  was  regarded  merely  as  an  individual 
deliverance  by  a  person  of  no  considerable  weight  or  re- 
sponsibility. Neither  in  this  nor  in  any  other  incident  was 
there  ground  for  suspecting  that  the  Society  in  its  official 
and  corporate  capacity  would  afford  continuance  to  a 
scheme  condemned  by  the  medical  profession  as  adverse  to 
the  public  interest.  If  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  to 
lend  official  support  to  the  organisation  of  the  chemist- 
opticians,  it  will  be  high  time  for  the  medical  profession 
to  reconsider  its  relationship  to  the  Society. 

The  trouble  seems  to  be  that  a  preliminary  notice  of  the 
Society  of  Chemist-Opticians'  meeting  contained  the  word 
"  disease."  The  only  thing  that  troubles  us  is  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  be  blamed  for  letting  the 
opticians  meet  on  their  premises.  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  has  already  enough  criticism  to  bear  without 
having  more  thrust  upon  it  by  medical  or  nursing  journals. 

Good-temper  Powders. 

There  will  be  a  demand  for  these  now  that  Sir  Lauder 
Brunton,  M.D.,  has  told  the  Editor  of  "The  House 
Beautiful"  about  this.  Our  confrere  asked  a  few  distin- 
guished clerics  how  to  be  always  amiable,  and  he  wisely 
extended  the  field  of  his  inquiry  to  medicine,  whereupon 
Sir  Lauder  wrote  as  follows  : 

Gouty  persons  become  temporarily  irritable  shortly 
before  an  attack  of  gout,  and  for  such  people  I  recommend 
20  grains  of  bicarbonate  of  potash,  with  10  or  20  grains  of 
bromide  of  potassium,  taken  wlion  the  feeling  of  irrit- 
ability comes  on.  This  frequently  soothes  it,  and  it  has 
the  further  effect  of  lessening  the  worry,  even  in  those  who 
are  not  irritable.  If  this  "  temper-powder,"  as  I  am  accus- 
tomed to  call  it,  be  taken  when  some  irritating  occurrence 
takes  place,  or  some  depressing  news  is  hoard,  it  appears  to 
take  away  the  sting  of  either,  so  that,  in  place  of  being 
much  worried  and  unable  to  turn  his  attention  to  other 
things,  the  person  feels  as  if  he  had  slept  over  the  bad  news 
or  the.  worry,  and  is  able  to  obtain  relief  by  turning  his 
attention  to  something  else.    In  the  irritability  of  temper 


caused  by  cardiac  disease,  or  which  is  the  precursor  of 
headache,  I  have  found  a  few  doses  of  bromide  of  potas- 
sium and  salicylate  of  soda  give  relief  and  improve  the 
temper.  Constant  explosions  of  temper  on  tlie  part  of  a 
member  of  a  family  may  aft'oct  the  healtli  of  the  other 
niembers,  who  have  their  appetites  spoilt,  their  digestion 
impaired,  tiieir  nerves  shattered,  and  their  pleasure  in  life 
destroyed,  by  the  mental  suffering  induced  by  the  irritable 
temper  of  another.  For  these  patients  the  best  treatment 
is  to  administer  _'■  temper-powders "  to  the  offending 
person,  when  the  distressing  symptoms  of  the  other  members 
uf  his  family  will  be  relieved. 

We  would  advise  chemists  to  confine  their  sales  to  the 
temper-powders  consisting  of  a  scruple  of  potass,  bicarb. 

A  Complaint. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  the  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  has  a  grievance  against  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  in  respect  to  our  report  of  the  last  evening 
meeting  of  the  Society.  At  Birmingham  last  week  he  com- 
plained about  the  following  part  of  our  report  : 

The  President  (severely)  :  Please  make  your  meaning 
plain  and  confine  yourself  to  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Lucas  was  explaining  that  the  answer  to  his  question 
would  have  a  bearing  on  the  discussion,  but  the  President, 
disregarding  him,  asked  if  anyone  else  wished  to  contribute 
to  the  discussion. 

From  our  Birmingham  reporter  we  learn  that  Mr.  Robin- 
son said  there  last  week — 

He  was  asked  a  perfectly  simple  question  :  "  Was  it  in 
order  to  refer  to  something  else  ?  "  and  he  replied  that  it 
was  not.  One  of  the  journals  had  reported  him  as  having 
disregarded  the  gentleman.  He  did  nothing  of  the  kind. 
On  the  contrary,  he  invited  the  gentleman  to  address  himself 
to  the  subject  before  the  meeting,  and  he  was  not  severe, 
as  the  journal  stated.  He  mentioned  this  matter  because 
he  found  it  had  excited  some  attention. 

Mr.  Robinson  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  official  verbatim 
account  for  evidence  that  he  did  not  disregard  the  gentle- 
man at  all.  But  the  ipsissima  verba  do  not,  unhappily, 
convey  the  atmosphere  of  a  discussion,  and  that  is  what 
we  endeavoured  to  do.  Another  unofficial  journal  did 
likewise  and  reported  thus  : 

The  President  interrupted  further  remarks  with  the 
observation  that  he  could  not  have  a  discussion  in  this  way. 
— Mr.  Lucas  then  resumed  his  seat,  remarking,  "  I  am 
very  sorry." 

The  point  which  neither  of  our  contemporaries  refers  to, 
and  which  we  referred  to  as  "  disregarding,"  was  that  the 
President,  while  Mr.  Lucas  was  standing  at  the  left, 
turned  his  gaze  to  the  right  of  the  audience  and  asked  if 
any  other  speaker  wished  to  say  anything.  It  was  at  this 
stage  that  Mr.  Lucas  said,  "I  am  very  sorry,"  and  Mr. 
Bird  relieved  the  tension  and  saved  the  situation  by  his 
quiet-toned  observations  on  the  constituents  of  rhubarb. 


INSTITUTE  OF  CHEMISTRY. 

Part  III.  of  the  "  Proceedings "  for  1904  states  that  the 
Council  of  the  Institute  have  met  six  times  since  the  annual 
meeting,  and  thei'e  have  been  seventeen  meetings  of  various 
committees.  For  the  examination's  seventy  candidates 
entered  their  names,  of  whom  sixty-seven  presented  them- 
selves and  forty-five  passed.  Eleven  candidates  have  gained 
the  special  certificate  in  therapeutics,  pharmacology,  and 
microscopy.  The  Council  have  resolved  that  after  October  1, 
1905,  any  Fellow  or  Associate  desiring  to  obtain  this  certificate 
shall  be  recjuired  to  pass  the  whole  of  the  Final  examination 
in  the  analysis  of  food  and  drugs,  and  of  water,  which  includes 
the  examination  in  therapeutics,  pharmacology,  and  micro- 
scopy. The  Council  have  considered  a  letter  from  the  Board 
of  Education  about  the  scheme  of  school  examinations,  and 
have  agreed  to  what  the  Board  propose.  The  Council  have 
under  consideration  proposals  to  increase  the  number  of 
institutions  recognised  for  the  training  of  candidates  for  the 
Institute  examinations,  and  to  hold  examinat;ions  in  the 
Colonies.  The  report  deals  further  with  the  action  of  char- 
tered institutions  for  the  protection  of  professional  titles 
granted  after  examination,  and  the  Bill  for  this  purpose, 
which  would  impose  a  fine  of  20(.  for  knowingly  using  the  word 
"chartered,"  or  any  abbreviation  thereof,  when  not  entitled 
to.  Reference  is  made  to  the  Industrial  Alcohol  Inquiry,  and 
to  the  death  of  Mr.  Alfred  H.  Allen  and  Mr.  Wililam  Chatta- 
way.  Mr.  James  Hendrick,  B.Sc,  has  been  elected  to  succeed 
Mr.  Allen  on  the  Council. 
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Association  Ballad. 

The  Purpose. 
The  men,  their  aims,  their  daib/  irk  : 

Their  troubles,  trials,  tliouijhis,  and  riars 
On  things  politic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  trcach'rnns  u-ork~ 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 

XLVI.    LONDON  (PUBLIC  DISPENSERS  ). 
At  the  Institute  Saint  Bride 
('Tis  no  secret  to  contide) 
An  Association  meet.s  that  for  earnest  labour  beats 
Many  such  in  all  the  country  wide. 

Fiimly  ruled  by  Noad  Clark 

(Entomologist  of  mark), 
ilany  questions  they  discuss  without  flurry,  without  fr.ss 

Egg-emulsion,  fractious  pill,  or  tincturc-marc. 

Problems  from  oblivion  snatch  ; 

Stingy  (.Juardians — how  to  match  ; 
Evenings  micro-photographic;   Lindsay  on  "  Glass-bottio " 
traffic  ; 

Words  from  Welford--he  of  Colney  Hatch. 

Tie  and  Duff,  with  facile  speech. 
Would  the  Bloomsbury  Council  teacli 
That  the  real  poison-fencer  is  the  hospital  dispenser; 
But  the  truth  it  takes  six  months  or  so  to  reach. 

Jolly  Hewitt  minds  the  cash  ; 
Dunstan  romps  in  with  a  dash. 
Chants  in  pharmaceutic  metre  to  the  plaudits  of  Leadbealcr  ; 
Cautious  Donnan  ne'er  does  aught  that's  rash. 

Resolutions  fancy  free 
Send  they  to  the  L.C.C. , 
"Take  or  leave  them  at  your  option";  but  so  prompt  is 
their  adoption 
Tliat  they  try  them  on  the  L.G.B. 

Visiting  of  Whitmore  Peck 
With  provincial  laurels  deck 
This  alive  Association  that  has  long  passed  its  probation. 
And  dispensing,  pure  and  simple,  saved  from  wreck. 

Now  the  ways  the  gods  perpend 
Ai-e  a  mystery  to  the  end; 
But  the  pharmaceutic  pillar  these  (and  not  forgelting  Miller) 
To  their  latest  breath  will  aye  defend. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  session  took  the  form  of  a 
visit  to  the  City  Observatory,  Calton  Hill,  on  the  evening 
of  Wednesday,  November  16,  when  about  thirty  members 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  astronomical  instru- 
ments, which  W'Cre  fully  explained  by  Messrs.  Ritchie  and 
Fielding.  The  members  also  had  a  very  good  view  of 
the  surface  of  the  moon  through  the  large  telescope 
notwithstanding  the  rather  hazy  condition  of  the  atmo- 
sphere. A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to  iNIr. 
Peck,  City  Astronoir.cr,  and  his  assistants. 


Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

A  M?;etixg  of  this  Association  was  held  on  November  17 
at  58  King's  Road,  Brighton.  There  was  a  good  number 
present,  the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson, 
E.C.S.,  the  President  of  the  Association. 

It  was  announced  that  the  Postmaster-General  had 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  resolution  passed  at  the 
previous  meeting  protesting  against  the  proposed  postal 
CO.D.  system.  A  communication  was  read  from  the  Tun- 
hridge  Wells  Association  inviting  members  of  the  Brighton 
Association  to  be  present  at  their  annual  dinner. 

Mr.  J.  Padwick  made  an  appeal  for  votes  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Brodribb,  a  candidate  for  the  Benevolent  Fund. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Savage,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  B.P.  Con- 
ference Committee,  stated  that  arrangements  for  the  visit 
were  steadily  progressing. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  December  15  at  the 
President's  residence,  122  King's  Road. 


Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  -Association  was  heliJ 
on  November  18,  at  the  Salisbury  Hotel.  Harrogate; 
There  were  present  Messrs.  C.  E.  .1.  Eynon  (presiding), 
Alkinson,  Battle,  Halliday.  Handford,  Hines.  Harper; 
Lawrence,  Mitchell,  and  Parkin.  The  annual  report  ani^ 
the  Treasurer's  statement  having  been  read  and  adopted, 
the  election  of  officers  took  place  as  follows:  President, 
Mr.  Geo.  Weston ;  Secretary,  Mr.  Handford ;  Treasurer, 
Mr.  Lawrence;  auditor,  Mr.  Harper;  committee,  Messrs: 
Eynon,  Mitchell,  Parkin,  and  Wood.  The  date  of  ihjt 
annual  general  meeting  was  altered  from  November  to 
May.  The  programme  for  the  coming  session  was  dis- 
cussed and  other  business  transacted.  A  very  cordial  vot»; 
of  thanks  to  the  retiring  officers  was  passed. 


Teesside  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Mkkt1-Vg  of  th's  Association  was  held  at  BarrowtlifT^i 
Cafe,  Stockton-on-Tees,  on  Thursday,  November  16.  Mr. 
Middieton  Taylor  (President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  Mr.  W.  R.  Brackenbury  had  tsn- 
dered  his  resignation  as  Secretary.  The  members  present, 
did  their  utmost  to  persuade  Mr,  Brac  kenbury  to  reconsider 
his  decision,  but  without  avail.  ]Mr.  Brackenbury  waa 
elected  Honorary  Auditor. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Thompson,  the  late  auditor,  was  unanimously 
appointed  Hon.  Secretary  for  the  Middlesborough  district. 

Mr.  Brackenbury  then  read  a  short  paper  on  tlie  Shop- 
hours  Act,  1904.  After  a  lengthy  discussion  ,  in  whicfi 
all  present  took  part,  it  was  decided  that  the  Secretarv- 
should  write  to  the  local  Early-closing  Associations  urging; 
them  to  take  measures  for  the  adoption  of  the  Act. 

The  Christmas  holidays  and  their  relation  to  the  usuaU 
weekly  half-holiday  were  discussed;  and  the  annual  dinner 
was  fixed  to  take  place  on  Thursday,  January  12,  at  the- 
Grand  Hotel,  Middlesborough. 


Irish  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices* 
Association. 

Ox  November  18,  the  weekly  meeting  of  this  Associatiors 
was  held  at  the  Nelson  Cafe-,  33  Lower  Sackville  Street,. 
Dublin,  Mr.  J.  Frackleton  (Belfast)  in  the  chair.  Mi; 
Thomas  Kelly  read  a  paper  on 

SoMK  Eloxomic  Asrr.CTS  of  Ph.^rmacy. 
He  said  that  "  Punch"  once  described  the  chemist  as  "  onif 
who  sells  stationery,  jewellery,  and  cutlery,  and  as  a  side- 
line keeps  drugs  and  prepares  prescriptions."  It  vvoulcj 
seem  to  be  a  maxim  with  manufacturers  that  what  the  oil- 
man or  the  drysalter  refuses  to  stock  can  be  kept  by  the 
pharmacist  and  sold  by  him  at  a  profit.  The  pharmacy 
seems  to  be  a  species  of  connnercial  whirlpool  into  whicio 
drift  the  flotsam  and  jetsam  of  commerce.  The  public  ar;.- 
aware  of  this,  and  they  turn  naturally  to  the  medical  hall 
for  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  goods.  Mr.  Kelly's  paper 
went  on  in  this  style,  the  public  being  likened  to  "a  huge- 
vampire  readj'  ancl  willing  to  suck  the  blood  of  the  seller." 
[It  is  a  pity  such  pessimistic  papers  are  ever  produced- 
they  do  no  good,  ami  certainly  never  help  assistants  on  their 
daily  rouml.  Let  us  have  something  helpfrd  and  construc- 
tive. -  Ed. J 

Lincoln  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  and  supper  of  this  Association  was 
held  on  November  16.  In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the? 
President  (Mr.  J.  S.  Battle),  Mr.  Elmitt  took  the  chair. 
There  were  also  jiresent  Messrs.  Allison,  Aram,  Hague, 
Cook,  J.  C.  M.  Battle,  Critchison,  and  Birkbeck  (Hon. 
Sec-retary). 

The  Treasurer's  report  shovv-ed  a  membership  of  twenty 
and  a  balance  in  hand  of  135.  Mr.  Watson  was  thankecS 
for  his  services  through  the  year  and  re-elected  Treasurer. 

In  proposing  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Battle  as  President,. 
Mr.  Allison  referred  in  a  very  kindly  manner  to  the  great 
interest  the  President  had  taken  in  the  affairs  of  the  Asso- 
ciation since  its  formation  five  years  ago,  and  said  he  was- 
sure  it  would  be  in  the  interest  of  the  Association  if  Mr. 
Battle  were  again  made  President.    Mr.  Elmitt  seconded 
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the  motion,  which  was  carried.  l\Ir.  Eirkbeck  was  re- 
elected S'ccretary. 

General  approval  was  expressed  at  the  action  of  the  Post- 
master-General in  withdrawing  the  C.0.1).  proposals.  The 
Shop-hours  Act,  1904,  was  discussed  at  some  length, 
although  it  was  thought  that  compulsory  closing  was  not 
so  neces.sary  in  Lincoln  as  in  some  other  towns.  The 
recent  Inland  Revenue  concessions  in  medicines  described 
in  the  po.ssessive  case  were  referred  to.  The  exemption 
affects  Lincoln  chemists  very  little  and  did  not  create  much 
discussion.  It  was  asked  if  Godfrey's  cordial  came  under 
the  exemption,  Init  it  was  thought  that  as  this  preparation 
is  named  in  the  original  schedule  it  is  still  liable  to  duty. 
Mr.  Elmitt  (who  keeps  stock  for  the  Piuying  Committee) 
pre.sented  his  balance-sheet  for  ten  months  since  January  1, 
which  showed  very  satisfactory  results.  Mr.  Elmitt  was 
very  heartily  thanked  for  his  interest  in  the  matter. 


thanks,  and  said  that  he  recognised  it  as  a  greater  honoui; 
to  be  appreciated  by  one's  fellow-workers  than  by  thosc^. 
outside. 

Mr.  Williams  proposed,  and  Mr.  Worth  seconded,  that. 
Mr.  Francis  Rose  be  again  elected  .Secretary,  which  wa.'^ 
unanimously  agreed  to.  Mr.  Pars  stated  that  he  had  ha([ 
a  conversation  with  Mr.  Morris,  and  had  been  asked  tOi' 
say  that  he,  for  private  reasons,  did  not  wish  his  name; 
to  be  put  forward  again.  Mr.  Bingham  proposed  that  Mr. 
Reid  be  elected  a  member  of  the  committee  in  place  of 
Mr.  Morris.  Air.  Hornby  seconded,  and  the  motion  wa.s 
agreed  to,  the  other  members  of  the  committee  (Messrs. - 
Pars,  Hornby,  and  Bingham)  being  re-elected.  The  sub- 
scription for  the  curi'ent  year  was  fixed  at  5.s'. 

Mr.  Toone  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
President,  Secretary,  and  committee  for  their  work  during 
the  past  year,  which  was  heartily  agreed  to. 


Northampton  Chemists'  Association. 

Thk  first  nieeting  of  this  Association  for  the  present 
season  was  held  on  November  18  at  the  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
Xorthampton.    Mr.  Vvilliam  McKinnell  was  in  the  chair. 
The  Chairman  called  attention  to  the 

Shop-hottes  Act,  1904. 
which  comes  into  operation  on  January  1,  and  mentioned 
that  steps  were  being  taken  in  Northampton  to  put  the 
Act  into  operation.  Although  chemists  were  exempted 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  he  thought  that  they 
would  like  to  support  their  brother-tradesmen  in  any 
reasonable  attempt  to  reduce  the  hours  of  shopkeepei's. 
Mr.  Dennis  thought  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  all  the 
shops  in  the  town  closed  earlier.  At  first,  perhaps,  it 
might  cause  a  little  inconvenience  or  loss,  especially  to 
these  who,  like  himself,  were  situated  in  the  suburbs  of 
the  town,  but  the  public  would  soon  become  accustomed 
to  the  altered  conditions.  Mr.  G.  Ingle,  who  favoured 
earlier  closing,  pointed  out  that  before  the  Act  became 
operative  the  municipal  authorities  must  obtain  the 
sanction  of  two-thirds  of  the  tradesmen  concerned. 

The  Chairman  then  introduced  the  question  as  to 
whether  a  chemist  ought  to  be  expected  to  supply 
customers  with 

CoriE.s  or  Pp.escrtptioxs 
Personally  he  was  opposed  to  giving  a  copy  of  a  pre- 
scription to  a  customer  if  it  could  be  avoided.  Some- 
limes  he  had  refused  point-blank,  in  other  cases  he  had 
referred  the  customer  to  the  physician,  who  usually  de- 
clined to  comply  with  the  customer's  wishes.  The  only 
cases  in  which  he  relaxed  his  I'ule  were  when  the  prescrip- 
tion was  intended  for  use  abroad.  The  Hon.  Secretary 
said  that  he  invarialily  referred  such  inquirers  to  the 
doctor.  The  Chairman  added  that  if  his  eld  customers 
asked  for  a  copy  of  a  prescription  in  order  to  benefit  a 
friend  of  theirs,  he  declined  to  disclose  the  prescription, 
but  offered  to  forward  the  medicine  to  the  friend  in 
question. 

Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Association's  rcoms 
on  Thursday,  November  17,  at  8.30  p.m.  There  were 
present  Mr.  E.  Worth  (in  the  chair),  and  Messrs.  Hughes, 
Pars,  Williams,  Reid,  Toone,  Hornby,  Bingham,  Hard- 
wick,  Botham,  and  Rose  (Hon.  Secretary).  After  the 
minutes  wore  confirmed,  the  Secretary  gave  a  brief  report 
of  last  year's  working,  and  explained  the  present  position 
of  the  Association,  v.'hich  he  considered  very  satisfactory. 

Office-bearers. 
Mr.  Pars,  in  moving  that  Mr.  Stewart  Hardwiclc  should 
be  elected  President,  said  all  should  aspire  to  this  oflfice 
in  turn.  It  is  necessary  that  the  man  elected  should  put 
into  the  Association  affairs  as  much  careful  thought  as  ho 
would  into  his  own  business.  Mr.  Pars  further  proposed 
that  it  ]>e  understood  that  in  future  the  chair  should  be 
held  for  one  year  only,  instead  of  two  years.  Mr.  Hornby 
ssxr-onded  Mr.  Pars's  motion,  which  was  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Worth  endorsed  what  had  been  said,  and  vacated 
the  chair  in  favour  of  Mr.  H.nrdwick,  who  expressed  his 


East  Aberdeenshire  Chemists'  Association, 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  Mauof 
on  Thursday,  November  17,  Mr.  W.  Pennie,  Peterheacii' 
(President),  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good  attendance. 
After  dinner,  the  President  delivered  his  retiring  addres.'* 
on  the 

Present  Position  of  Pharmacy. 
Mr.  Pennie  said  the  first  decade  of  the  twentieth  century 
would  be  memorable  in  the  history  of  pharmacy.  After: 
dealing  with  the  labelling  — ^ 
and  stamping  of  proprie- 
tary goods,  he  proceeded  to 
discuss  the  report  of  the 
Poisons  Commission.  He 
said  he  was  strenuously  op- 
posed to  any  proposal  ex- 
tending the  right  of  sale 
of  any  scheduled  poisons  to 
florists,     seedsmen,  iron- 
m.ongers,  or  any  other  im- 
qualified  and  xmregistered 
persons.    The  best  method 
of  meeting  outside  attacks 
was  that  of  union  amcng 
themselves.  It  was  of  para- 
mount importance  to  them 
all    to    present    a  united 
front  to  any  enemy.  He 
considered   optional  mem- 
bership of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  a  failure,  and  advocated  compulsion — viz.,  tt> 
enrol  each  person  who  passes  the  Minor  examination,  witb 
an  annual  fee  of  10.^^  6;/.  for  members  in  business,  and  5s. 
for  others.    If  a  member  failed  to  pay  his  subscription  for 
one  year  he  should  lose  the  right  of  voting,  and  if  three 
years  inarrearhis  name  should  be  removed  from  the  regis- 
ter and  the  roll  of  members.  A  discussion  followed,  Messrs. 
Cruickshank  (Fraserburgh),  Milne  (Maud),  Sinclair,  Collie^ 
and  Tocher  (Peterhead),  and  Bremner  (Port  Erroll)  sup- 
porting   conjoint    registration ;    while    Messrs.  Jameson- 
(Fraserburgh)  and  McGregor  (Ellon)  favoured  the  present; 
system. 

Mr.  John  Collie  (Peterhead)  was  elected  President  anc? 
Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher  Secretary  for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr. 
Alex  Milne  (Maud)  was  elected  Treasurer.  *  "\^otes  oS 
thanks  brought  an  enjoyable  meeting  to  a  close. 


Mh.  W.  Pennie. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

A  FAIRLY  well-attended  meeting  was  held  at  75  Newmaro 
Street,  W..  on  November  17.  Five  new  members  were- 
elected  and  the  Recorder  in  Pharmacy  (Mr.  W.  Matthews^' 
mentioned  some  new  remedies — viz.,  digalen  (soluble- 
digitoxin),  eucaine  lactate  (a  local  anfesthetic),  enesol  (or 
mercury  salicylarsenate,  a  painless  injection),  and  isoform 
(an  iodoform-substitute).  The  President  then  called  upon 
Mr.  Robins,  of  Kodak,  Ltd.,  to  read  his  paper  on 

Orthochromatic  Photography, 
which  was  illustrated  by  lantern-slides.    Mr.  Robins  com- 
menced with  the  statement  that  he  proposed  to  deal  withi 
the  subject   from  its  purely  scientific  side  only.  He 
pointed  out  the  fact  that  the  ordinary  photographic  plate- 
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is  chiefly  sensitive  to  blue  rays,  loss  so  to  yellow,  and  not 
appreciably  so  to  other  rays,  and  that  the  basis  of 
chromatic  work  is  the  sensitisation  of  the  plate  to  these 
different  rays  by  means  of  different  dyes.  He  gave  a  short 
summary  of  the  results  of  the  work  done  since  Vogel 
commenced  in  1873  with  the  eosin,  fluorescene,  and  quino- 
line  compounds  as  sensitive  dyes,  and  formulated  his 
optical  theory  of  coloiu'-waves,  which  was  disproved  and 
displaced  by  Sir  William  Abney's  chemical  theory.  This 
is  a  branch  of  research,  he  saicl,  in  which  there  are  very 
few  workers  in  this  country.  Mr.  Robins  had  prepared, 
by  means  of  the  spectrometer  with  a  Nernst  electric  lamp 
as  the  source  of  light,  a  number  of  slides  of  curves  showing 
the  sensitiveness  in  different  parts  of  the  spectrum  for 
different  chromatic  plates,  which  showed  clearly  the  effi- 
ciency or  otherwise  of  the  different  plates  on  the  market. 
He  also  showed  and  described  a  method  of  testing 
chromatic  plates  by  means  of  a  series  of  glass  squares 
2iiounted  and  coloured  in  correspondence  with  the  spectrum, 
and  concluded  an  interesting  lecture  with  a  few  slides 
showing  in  a  striking  manner  the  advantage  of  ortho- 
chromatic  plates  in  landscape  and  flower  and  fruit  photo- 
graphs. He  referred  any  further  interested  in  the  matter 
to  a  paper  by  Newton  and  Bull  on  the  orthochromatic- 
photography  theory  read  before  the  Royal  Photographic 
Society. 

The  President  said  the  present  condition  of  orthochro- 
matic  photography  is  reminiscent  of  the  days  of  the 
daguerreotype,  and  we  may  hope  to  see  results  achieved 
in  this  field  of  investigation  as  striking  as  in  that  of 
photography.  Mr.  Robins,  acknowledging  a  vote  of 
thanks,  emphasised  the  fact  that  this  research-work  is 
work  in  photographic  chemistry,  and  not  in  photography. 
The  meeting  thea  closed. 


Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
Thursday,  November  17,  at  the  Grand  Central  Hotel, 
Leeds.  The  President  (Mr.  G.  W.  Worfolk)  occupied  the 
chair,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance.  Mr.  R.  Lord 
Gifford  delivered  an  address  on 

Organisatiox. 

At  the  outset  he  said  that  at  the  last  election  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  he  was  returned  with  an  increased  majority, 
and  he  considered  that  the  voters  wished  an  answer  to  the 
question,  "What  is  the  use  of  a  qualification  which  does 
not  exclude  the  unqualified  ?  "  He  had  been  returned  in 
order  to  help  the  Council  to  convince  the  Government  that 
it  is  contrary  to  public  and  pharmaceutical  interests  that 
the  Companies  Acts  should  repeal  the  very  essence  of  the 
Pharmacy  Acts.  The  Council  has  so  far  done  little  to 
convince  Whitehall.  Mr.  Lord  Gifford  recalled  the  fact 
that  in  1898  the  Lord  Chancellor  said  that  companies  should 
not  be  permitted  to  do  that  which  it  is  unlawful  for  indi- 
viduals to  do.  They  did  not  then  take  advantage  of  his 
Lordship's  happy  frame  of  mind.  He  contended  that  the 
Council's  duty  is  to  force  the  Lord  Chancellor's  declaration 
to  a  logical  conclusion,  and  recalled  that  his  Lordship  em- 
bodied in  his  Bill  two  clauses,  one  enabling  anybody  to 
practise  pharmacy  under  certain  conditions,  and  another 
preventing  companies  as  well  as  unqualified  persons  prac- 
tising medicine  and  dentistry.  It  was  the  veriest  madness, 
Mr.  Lord  Gifford  urged,  not  to  claim  inclusion  in  the  latter 
clause,  but  what  pharmacists  did  was  to  destroy  the  Bill. 
He  then  referred  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  which  has  been 
before  Parliament  for  three  years,  and  said  that  the  Council 
so  far  have  only  temporised  with  the  opposition  by  giving 
an  interpretation  to  the  principle  of  the  Act  which  does 
not  cohere  with  it.  The  qualified  directorship  is  a  depar- 
ture from  the  statute,  yet  some  are  insisting  that  even  this 
should  not  be  pressed,  because  the  enemy  make  a  great 
noise  and  appear  to  be  too  strong  for  them.  This  is  not 
the  way  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  built  up,  and  he 
appealed  to  the  members  of  the  Association  to  resist  alter- 
native policies  or  political  deals,  because  they  could  not 
and  would  not  acquiesce  in  the  abandonment  of  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  their  existence  as  professional  men  rests. 
Is  it  to  be  expected  that  technically  educated  and  trained 
men  should  voluntarily  consent  to  the  removal  of  the  sup- 
ports of  their  calling— supports  which  are  provided  by 


Parliament  on  public  grounds?  It  would  be  a  sorry 
spectacle  indeed  if  ever  that  were  to  come  about,  but  he 
was  optimistic  enough  to  feel  that  ciiemists  would  not 
figure  in  that  dismal  prelude  to  destruction.  Proceeding, 
Mr.  Lord  Gifford  said  difficulties  are  only  to  be  expected  m 
legislating  on  the  subject,  as  they  have  to  fight  against  a 
combination  of  the  drug-companies  led  by  the  best-known 
of  their  opponents.  Chemists  need  as  efficient  an 
organisation ;  and  after  touching  upon  Mr.  New- 
sholmo's  scheme,  he  referred  to  his  own  proposal 
for  the  appointment  of  an  organising  secretary,  nar- 
rating what  has  been  done  in  regard  to  the  matter, 
and  inferring  from  the  Council's  resolution  at  this 
month's  meeting  that  the  members  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
present  condition  of  apathy  which  leads  some  to  prefer 
negotiation  to  fighting.  But  he  hastened  to  assure  his 
audience  that  he  did  not  charge  the  present  staff  at  Blooms- 
bury  Square  with  incompetence  :  he  thought  that  by  a  re- 
arrangement of  the  staff  and  the  machinery  all  that  he 
required  could  be  done,  and  he  did  not  care  what  they 
labelled  the  officer  whom  he  at  present  calls  "organising 
secretary."  They  might,  in  a  few  months'  time,  have  to 
fight  a  Government  Poisons  Bill.  Certainly  their  own 
legislative  proposals  have  to  be  pressed  forward.  A  general 
election  may  occur  next  autumn,  and  probably  sooner.  Is 
the  Council  in  the  position  to  advance  generally  the  in- 
terests of  chemists?  It  is  beyond  the  prevision  of  any 
man  to  say  what  is  possible  if  they  persist  in  solid  and 
uncompromising  efforts  .to  remove  the  abuses  attached  to 
British  pharmacy  law.  Numbers  are  not  in  the  least  the 
measure  of  the  influence  which  they  could  bring  to  bear. 
As  a  body  of  experts  their  opinions  were  bound  to  be 
received  and  carefully  considered.  They  could  now  claim 
not  only  to  be  heard  upon  any  legislative  proposals,  but  to 
be  consulted.  That  statement  is  enormously  more  applic- 
able now  than  it  was  when  Jacob  Bell  made  it  in  1842. 
But,  in  addition  to  this,  he  knew  that  the  general  body  of 
members  of  the  Society  could  furnish  a  very  important 
amount  of  enthusiasm  and  energy  for  the  purpose  of  mutual 
defence.  The  vitality  is  unmistakably  present,  but  is 
running  in  useless  and  dangerous  dii'ections  very  often.  He 
believed  the  chemists  and  druggists  of  Great  Britain  would 
uphold  him  in  his  efforts  to  have  proper  direction  given  to 
whatever  capability,  loyalty,  and  strenuousness  pharmacy 
possesses.  (Applause.) 

Discussion. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Beacock,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Lord  Gifford,  urged  that  it  would  be  well  for  the  matter 
of  seeing  that  the  law  is  carried  out  to  be  in  the  charge 
of  the  Associations  i-ather  than  in  that  of  the  divisional 
secretaries. 

Mr.  F.  D.  Pollitt,  in  seconding  the  vote  of  thanks,  said 
the  divisional  secretaries  scheme  has  not  been  a  success. 

Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant  expressed  the  opinion  that 
Mr.  Lord  Gifford  had  struck  the  right  note.  He  felt  that 
the  word  "  compromise  "  is  being  used  much  too  frequently 
in  pharmaceutical  politics.  They  were  told  when  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  was  drafted  that  Clause  7  was  the  most 
important  part  of  the  Bill,  and  that  without  that  clause 
the  Bill  would  not  be  one  which  could  be  accepted  by 
chemists  and  druggists  in  Great  Britain.  They  are  now 
asked  to  compromise  upon  that  particular  clause,  the  reason 
given  being  that  the  Government  of  the  day  does  not  seem 
inclined  to  accept  it.  If  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  felt 
that  they  must  compromise  he  reminded  them  of  what 
happened  to  the  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill  of  1891. 
In  October,  1890,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council,  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  Mr.  Atkins  said  he  hoped  that  the 
present  law  was  sufficient  to  protect  the  title.  Mr.  Martin- 
dale  asked  Mr.  Carteighe  if  he  thought  the  title  was  worth 
fighting  for,  and  Mr.  Carteighe  replied  that  he  did  not 
think  it  was  worth  fighting  for.  That  Bill  was  brought 
before  Parliament,  and  petitions  were  presented  in  support 
of  it  from  one  city  only,  and  that  was  Leeds.  The  clau.se 
was  withdrawn.  If  the  spirit  of  compromise  ran  riot  in 
the  Council  to-day,  there  would  be  a  spirit  antagonistic 
to  the  Council  rising  in  the  provinces,  and  the  Council 
could  not  hope  to  pass  any  Bill  with  the  provincial 
chemists  in  oppo.sition.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Lord 
Gilford's  opinions  on  the  failure  in  working  of  the 
divisional  secretaries  scheme. 
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Mr.  F.  W.  Branson,  speaking  as  a  divisional  secretary, 
defended  the  manner  in  which  his  work  had  been  done. 
He  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  working  of  the  scheme 
might  be  improved  by  the  Divisional  Secretaries  being 
called  together  once  a  year,  the  locality  of  the  meeting 
being  changed  annually,  so  that  they  might  mutually 
inform  each  other  as  to  the  feeling  of  their  constituents. 

Mr.  Broadhead  (Batlej-)  thought  that  a  great  deal  of 
good  would  be  done  by  having  an  organising  secretary. 
Mr.  S.  R.  Mundell  and  the  Chairman  also  spoke,  and  Mr. 
Lord  Gifford  replied. 

It  was  decided  that  the  Association  should  affiliate  with 
the  West  Riding  Federation,  and  Mr.  Burrell  was  electe  1  a 
member  of  the  Association. 


Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
November  18,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Peck,  Trumpington 
Street.  There  were  present  the  President  (Mr.  E.  S. 
Peck),  the  Mayor  of  Cambridge  (Mr.  A.  Siclney  Camp- 
kin),  Messrs.  B.  S.  Campkin  (Hon.  Secretary),  H.  F. 
Cook  (Hon.  Treasurer),  E.  H.  Church,  E.  W.  Moss.  C. 
Grcensniith,  Palmer,  and  J.  Evans. 

The  Committee,  presenting  their  twelfth 

Annual  Report, 
viewed  with  some  satisfaction  the  progress  made  by  the 
Association,  mentioning  especially  the  discussions  which 
took  place  on  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  and  dispensing 
difficulties. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  presented  the  financial  statement. 
The  previous  year,  he  said,  concluded  with  a  balance  of 
1/.  14,s.  Id.  and  a  reserve  fund  of  Al.  This  year  4/.  6s.  had 
Vieen  received  in  subscriptions,  and  at  the  present  time 
they  had  a  balance  of  3/.  3*.  ?</.,  while  the  reserve  fund 
had  not  diminished. 

Mr.  B.  S.  Campkin  moved,  and  Mr.  Evans  seconded, 
the  adoption  of  the  report  and  balance-sheet.  The  Secre- 
tary remarked  that  of  about  fifty  persons  connected  with 
pharmacy  in  Cambridge,  twenty-seven  are  subscribing 
members  of  the  Association. 

The  President  said  lie  feared  the  report  did  not  indicate 
any  great  fidelity  or  energy  on  their  part.  They  started 
the  year  with  over  twenty  members,  the  lecture  on  radium 
being  the  most  largely  attended.  Although  the  work  of 
the  Association  during  the  year  had  apparently  been  light, 
considerable  changes  had  taken  place  in  the  personnel.  To 
Mr.  Addison,  who  was  leaving,  they  wished  success  in 
the  fulure',  and  they  congratulated  Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin 
on  the  honours  that  had  been  conferred  upon  him.  An 
addendum  to  the  report  was  carried  to  the  following 
effect  : 

We  wish  to  offer  Mr.  Campkin,  late  President  of  the 
Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association,  our  warmest  con- 
gratulations and  sincere  wishes  that  he  may  have  health 
and  strength  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  perform  all  that  is 
required  of  him,  and  that  he  may  look  back  on  his  year  of 
office  with  the  pleasurable  feeling  of  good  success. 
An  additional  clause  was  appended  to  the  report,  congratu- 
lating Mr.  E.  S.  Peck,  the  President,  on  his  appointment 
for  the  second  time  to  an  Examinership  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society. 

The  Mayor,  having  alluded  briefly  to  the  responsibilities 
of  a  Chief  Magistrate,  referred  to  his  connection  with  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  work  at 
present  before  them  is  the  re-introduction  of 

The  Pharmacy  Bill, 
and  though  there  was  not  a  unanimous  opinion  regarding 
Clause  7,  it  was  on  the  whole  the  only  practical  solution. 
And  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  neither  pharmacy 
nor  any  other  business  could  be  improved  by  legislation 
alone.  The  Bill  of  1868  was  in  the  right  direction,  but 
those  who  then  formed  legislative  measures  could  not 
foresee  the  possibilities  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  after. 
There  had  been  too  much  supineness  on  the  Council,  for 
things  went  on  until  1880  before  the  difficulty  of  1868  was 
completely  found  out,  and  further  steps  might  and  ought 
to  have  been  taken  earlier  than  at  the  present  time.  At 
their  next  meeting  the  Council  would  agree  or  disagree  with 
the  seventh  clause,  but  otherwise  the  Bill  would  be 
materially  the  same  as  that  which  was  introduced  last  year. 


Parliament  was  not  in  the  condition  to  pass  measures  of 
that  kind  at  present.  But  whether  they  were  successful 
with  the  ])ill  or  not,  if  they  could  overcome  the  difficulties 
in  connection  with  Standing  Orders  which  would  educate 
those  who  were,  after  all,  their  representatives. 

Election  of  Officers. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  :  President,  .Mr. 
E.  S.  Peck  ;  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  A.  S.  Campkin  and 
A.  Deck ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  H.  F.  Cook ;  Hon.  Se  jro- 
tary,  Mr.  Bernard  S.  Campkin;  Committee,  Mesi-'s. 
Mallett,  Church,  Evans,  Moss,  Greensmith,  and  Palmer. 


Edinburgh  and  District  Chemists'  Trade 
Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  36  York  Place, 
Edinburgh,  on  Thursday  evening,  Noveml)er  17,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Forret  presiding.  Mr.  Wm.  Lyon,  Trinity  Road,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Mr.  W.  P.  Wilson,  Hauumgton,  were  elected 
members. 

A  Flagrant  Example. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  exhibited  a  bottle  which  had  been  sent 
him  as  an  example  of  how  medicines  are  dispensed  in 
doctors'  shops.  The  medicine  was  mis- 
tura  pepsini  et  bismuthi  co..  and  the 
direction  was  "  One  tablespoonful  of  this 
mixture  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day  in 
water,  after  meals.  It  was  put  up  in  a 
quart  beer-bottle,  as  illustrated.  Mr. 
Hill  suspected  a  patient  such  as  might 
consult  this  doctor  would  consider  a 
tablespoonful  of  India  pale  ale  rather  a 
small  dose. 

Feder.\tion  Delegates'  REroRT. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  G.  H.  C.  Bow- 
land)  gave  in  the  report  of  the  delegates 
(Messrs.  W.  Duncan,  W.  P.  Wilson, 
J.  R.  Hill,  and  himself)  to  the  Federa- 
tion meeting  at  Sheffield.  The  report 
concluded  by  stating  that  the  delegates 
were  confirmed  in  their  opinion  that  the 
Federation  meeting  offered  a  valuable 
opportunity  for  collecting  and  formu- 
lating the  joint  opinions  of  the  various 
associations,  and  might  lend  valuable 
assistance  in  promoting  and  protecting 
the  interests  of  all  registered  chemists, 
particularly  in  matters  affecting  trade 
interests.  They  paid  a  tribute  to  the 
great  energy  and  zeal  with  which  the 
work  of  the  Federation  was  attended  to 
by  the  office-bearers,  particularly  the 
Secretary. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  the  delegates  thanked. 
The  Chaiejl\n's  Address. 

Mr.  Forret  then  delivered  an  opening  address,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  referred  to  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Medicine  Stamp-duty  Acts,  and  said  that  in  consequence 
their  label-book  would  be  somewhat  out  of  date — for  a 
time.  Generally  speaking,  he  thought  chemists  are  now 
pretty  much  in  statu  quo,  and  those  are  fortunate  who 
did  not  destroy  their  labels  for  such 

possessive-case  labels 
as  "Hamilton's  pills"  and  "  Christison's  pills."  When  in 
Edinburgh  in  1891,  Mr.  Carteighe.  in  canvassing  for  sup- 
port for  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  then  under  consideration, 
referred  to  the  difficulty  in  retailing  scheduled  poisons  in 
minute  quantities  in  such  preparations  as  Easton's  syrup 
and  syrup  of  hypophosphites.  He  recommended  chemists 
to  make  prescriptions  of  such  orders — to  write  the  direc- 
tions and  number  the  labels.  It  occurred  to  him  that  that 
device  might  be  practicable  in  some  cases  in  which  the 
Stamp  Acts  are  concerned.  For  example,  when_  a  patient 
is  taking  more  than  one  medicine  at  a  time  it  is  not  un- 
usual for  the  medical  man  to  indicate  the  purpose  for 
which  one  or  other  is  to  be  used.  He  might  write  : 
"Astringent  mixture— a  tablespoonful  .  .  .":  "Cough 
mixture— a  dessertspoonful  .  .  .";  or  "  The  Headache- 
powders— one  every  two  hours  if  required."    Such  labels 
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oiake  no  claim  to  secrecy  or  exclusive  rights  to  prepare  or 
vend,  nor  do  they  recommend  the  respective  articles  as 
ciostrums,  proprietaries,  or  specifics.  They  were  under 
a  debt  of  gratitude  to  those  who  had  been  instrumental  in 
■effecting  the  change,  among  whom  were  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry, 
who  initiated  discussion  oF  this  phase  of  the  subject,  and 
tho  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  who  had  suc- 
cessfully carried  the  matter  through.  He  suggested  the 
appointment  of  a  small  committee  representative  of  the 
ditterent  districts  covered  by  their  Association,  with  the 
view  to  adding  to  the  already  published  list  'of  medicines 
known  to  the  public  by  the  names  of  their  originators,  the 
-tormuhie  for  which  are  connnon  property  of  all  chemists 
;ind  which  have  never  been  patented  or  proprietary  articles. 
"There  are,  he  said,  many  such  preparations  with  only  a 
-Socal  reputation,  and  this  concession,  or,  rather,  admission, 
of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  could  be  fully  taken 
.advantage  of  only  by  each  local  Association  doing  its  bit. 
Mr.  Forret  then  touched  on 

THE  CO-OPER.\TIVE  MOVEMENT 

ir.n  respect  to  its  prejudicial  effect  on  the  distribution  of 
..medicines  and  proprietary  goods  in  that  members  of  such 
lembinations  are  able  to  buy  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
fetailer  and  receive  a  bonus.  If  that  is  so,  the  system 
would  succeed — deserved  to  succeed-  -for  that  system  by 
which  the  necessaries  of  life  are  most  efficiently  and 
■economically  distributed  is  the  best  and  must  ultimately 
^irevail.  But  is  this  system  the  most  economical  means  of 
distribution?  He  argued  that  it  is  not.  and  proceeded  to 
refer  to  the  cash-on-delivery  system,  and  gave  a  reguinr  of 
i.ecent  correspondence  in  Edinljurgh  papers  about  restric- 
iion  on  the  sale  of  poisons.  Mr.  Jorret  concluded  by 
urging  the  claims  of  the  Association  on  retail  pharmacists 
in  the  district  who  are  not  members. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry,  on  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
(Chairman,  referrecl  to  the  label  question,  and  protested 
.against  the  Chairman  giving  him  any  credit  in  that  matter. 
Reason  and  common  .'.ense  must  in  the  end  prevail  in  all 
i'liatters,  and  the  Inland  Revenue  sooner  or  later  was 
^hound  to  see  the  reasonableness  of  their  demand  and  to 
■admit  that  these  labels  are  not  liable  to  duty.  That  they 
Jiad  seen  that  was  a  satisfaction  to  themselves.  They  had 
Jiad  very  considerable  e.Kpense  and  trouble  in  their 
•endeavour  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
iis  expressed  last  year,  and  it  was  only  to  be  hoped  thj 
..most  recent  decision  would  be  more  permanent  than  some 
))revious  decisions,  and  that  they  would  not  again  have  to 
trouble  their  printers  to  get  in  a  new  set  of  labels. 

Mr.  Glass  seconded  Mr.  Henry's  motion,  which  was 
-tarried. 

PoSSESSIVE-C.'i.SE  N.\JIES. 

The  Secretary  introduced  this  matter,  and  Mr.  Boa  said 
'The  Chemist  and  Druggist  had  been  working  on  it  since 
May.  He  noticed  some  erroneous  formulae  in  another 
journal.  What  was  stated  there  with  regard  to  Hamilton's 
:pills  and  Christison's  pills  was  absurd  nonsense.  It 
<lirected  with  regard  to  Christison's  pills  to  divide  into 
2i-grain  pills.    These  pills  were  not  25-grain,  but  2-grain. 

The  Secretary  suggested  that  the  Association  should 
■correct  the  formula. 

Mr.  Boa  said  they  would  get  it  in  Christison's  book.  He 
pointed  out  that  since  Christison  gave  his  information  with 
regard  to  this  pill  for  the  Pharmacopoeia  the  formula  had 
foeen  altered.  Scammony  resin  was  now  used,  whereas  it 
'Used  to  be  virgin  scammony,  and  that  made  a  very  material 
difference  in  the  pill. 

Mr.  Henry  asked  if  there  was  any  possibility  of  geting 
tthe  original  prescription. 

Mr.  Boa  further  pointed  out  that  the  formula  in  use 
for  Easton's  syrup  is  not  the  original  one. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  uniform 
formula. 

After  some  further  conversation,  in  the  course  of  which 
the  formulae  for  Gregory's  mixture,  Mandel's  solution, 
and  otner  preparations  were  referred  to,  the  following 
motion,  proposed  by  Mr.  Henry  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Cilass,  was  adopted  : 

That  the  members  be  requested  to  submit  to  tlic  Secro- 
>tary  information  with  reference  to  the  formulae  for  ponular 
remedies  with  possessive-case  names,  and  that  the  matter 


bo  left  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  to  consider  such,  and. 
if  they  think  fit,  put  them  into  the  recognised  books  of 
reference. 

The  Advisory  Committee  as  to  Formul-B. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  Advisory  Committee  as 
to  Formuhe  had  decided  not  to  do  any  initiative  work, 
but  they  are  very  anxious  that  members  should  put  for- 
ward any  difficulty  cither  in  dispensing  or  handing  out 
drugs,  and  they  will  confine  their  attention  to  those  ca.'cs. 
As  time  gcos  cn  they  may  be  able  to  do  initiative  work. 

Mr.  Glass  endorsed  those  remarks. 

Mr.  Clark  ( Morning&ide)  and  Mr.  Brindle  were  added 
to  the  comn.ittee. 

Proposed  Dance. 
The  Secretary  stated  that  a  representation  had  been 
made  by  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  and  the 
Athletic  Club  with  tho  view  to  organising  a  dance  in 
conjunction  with  the  Trade  Association,  ancl  asking  them 
to  appoint  six  of  their  number  to  co-operate.  The  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  appointed  :  Messrs.  Rowland,  Scn-.er- 
ville,  D.  McGlashan,  Jas.  Nesbit,  Ogilvie,  and  Boa. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 
Mr.  Lyon  proposed  the  following  motion  : 

That  in  v-ew  of  the  oppos'tion  of  tho  Government  to 
Clause  7  of  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  the  unUIelihoo'l 
of  it  receiving  parliamentary  sanction  whilo  such  oppositio.'i 
exists,  this  meeting  of  tho  Edinburgh  District  Chem'sf.s' 
Trade  Association  suggests  to  the  Council  the  advisability 
of  endeavouring  to  meet  tb.o  wishes  of  tl.e  Uovernn:ent  by 
such  a  modification  of  the  clause  as  is  cons'stent  w  th  tho 
proper  safeguarding  of  the  public  interests  as  indicated  in 
the  preamble  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  I808. 
Mr.  Hill  said  there  was  no  intimation  of  any  oppcsi- 

tion  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  it  was  blocked  by  Mr.  Robertson,  cno 

of  the  Government  officials,  and  they  must  take  him  as 

rejoresenting  the  Government. 

Mr.  Reid  asked  what  alteraticn  the  Govermr.cnt  officials 

wished  to  mako. 

Mr.  Lyon  :  The  Bill  has  qualified  directors. 

Mr.   Hill  said  the  Association  had  already  given  its 

opinion  cn  that  very  point. 

Mr.  Henry  :  That  was  in  1099.    It  will  be  forgotten  by 

this  time. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  his  idea  was  that  they  should  ccnfii.e 
their  att'.ntion  solely  to  this  one  point — as  to  whether  or 
not  they  should  give  way  cn  the  point  of  the  whole  of 
the  directors  being  qualified. 

Mr.  Hill  said  the  Association  had  never  held  that  view. 

After  further  remarks,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr. 
Glass  said  a  qualified  management  was  all  they  were 
likely  to  get,  and  all  they  really  required,  Mr.  Hill  said 
he  had  had  occasion  to  discuss  this  matter  with  Sir  Lewis 
Mclvcr,  the  member  for  West  j!]dinbargh,  and  explained 
that  they  were  not  by  any  means  tied  to  that  particular 
clause  :  if  the  House  of  Commons  could  suggest  any  other 
way  to  put  it  that  would  meet  the  main  object  in  view, 
they  were  perfectly  prepared  to  consider  it.  Sir  Lewis 
replied  that  he  quite  understood  him,  and  on  that  under- 
standing he  was  prepared  to  vote  for  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Henry  saui  he  would  second  the  motion  on  the  line 
taken  up  by  Mr.  Glass,  but  they  must  give  the  Council 
a  free  hancl.  The  motion  was  adopted  and  the  meeting 
terminated. 


London  Chemists'  Association. 

The  Cieneral  Purposes  Committee  of  this  Association  met 
at  St.  Bride's  Institute,  Ludgate  Circus,  E.G.,  on  Wednes- 
day afternoon,  November  25,  Mr.  F.  W.  Truman  presiding. 
The  first  item  discussed  was  a  resolution  of  the  North 
Lonclon  branch  of  the  Association  recommending  affiliation 
to  the  Early-closing  Association.  After  discussion,  con- 
sideration of  the  matter  was  referrecl  to  the  general  meeting. 
The  motion  of  which  Mr.  Watson- Will  had  given  notice 
regarding  the  printing  and  distribution  to  members  of  the 
rules  of  the  Association  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Pond  on  a 
point  of  order.  Mr.  Pond  said  the  essence  of  Mr.  Watson- 
Will's  motion  was  incorporated  in  various  suggestions  of 
his  (Mr.  Pond's)  which  were  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Association,  and  he  thought  his  suggestions  should  be  dealt 
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with  first.  This  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Pickering's  motion 
urging  the  Association  to  approach  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  and  ask  that  a  test-case  be  taken  on  the  titles  ques- 
tion was  also  withdrawn.  In  a  letter  to  the  Chairman, 
Mr.  Pickering  said  that  in  view  of  what  the  President  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  been  saying  in  the  country 
on  the  question,  it  would  be  useless  to  approach  the  Council 
at  the  present  time  on  the  matter.  A  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Albert  Cooper,  who  had 
resigned  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Council.  The  motion  in 
this  case  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Pentney,  who  desired  to 
state  that,  although  some  little  time  ago  he  had  brought 
forward  a  proposition  regarding  the  conduct  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Council,  it  was  in  no  way  directed  against  Mr. 
Cooper,  whom  he  had  always  found  an  exceedingly 
courteous  and  genial  gentleman,  and  one  who  did  all  in  his 
power  for  the  good  of  pharmacy.  A  resolution  by  the 
Chairman  with  regard  to  Clause  7  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  was 
likewise  relegated  for  discussion  to  the 

General  Meeting. 
This  was  held  immediately  after  the  committee-meeting, 
about  twenty  members  being  present.  The  Chairman  (Mr. 
Truman)  intimated,  amid  general  applause,  that  Mr.  R.  B. 
]5etty  had  consented  to  remain  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Mr.  Betty  then  read  a  thoughtful  paper  "On  a 
Better  Understanding  between  Medical  Men  ancl  Chemists, 
and  how  this  can  be  brought  about  by  the  Committee  for  its 
Members."  Mr.  Betty  first  considered  in  detail  the  present 
position  and  social  status  of  the  individual  pharmacist, 
.showing  how  he  is  handicapped  by  capitalisni  and  under- 
cutting. He  thought  the  assertion  (made  not  long  ago  by  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Council)  that  the  chemist  keeps 
too  much  in  his  shell,  and  ought  to  go  cut  more,  was  unfair 
to  the  chemist.  The  pharmacist  stays  at  h's  business  not 
from  choice,  but  from  necessity.  Competition  is  so  keen 
that  he  cannot  afford  to  neglect  it.  Mr.  Betty  then  went  on 
to  trace  the  growth  of  medical  charity  in  relation  to  the 
increase  in  population,  showing  by  numerous  statistics  that 
the  former  had  increased  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
increase  of  population.  Hospitals  had  increased  in  number 
and  size,  and  many  good  pharmacists  preferred  to  work  in 
hospitals.    He  questioned  whether 

The  Ideal  Phahmaceutical  Educatiox 
emanating  from  Bloomsbury  Square  had  not  had  a  tendency 
to  drive  students  out  of  pharmacy  altogether  and  into 
other  branches  of  science.  The  organisation  of  chemists  is 
capable,  he  thought,  of  greater  development  at  the  present 
time.  Even  though  the  Pharmacy  Bill  as  it  stands  (with 
the  seventh  clause  uncompromiscd)  were  passed  into  law, 
he  doubted  whether  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to 
chemist-proprietors.  Mr.  Betty  then  noted  the  dispro- 
portionate increase  of  medical  men  within  the  past  thirty- 
five  years,  with  reference  to  population,  and  the  decrease 
in  the  number  of  medical  men  who  write  prescriptions. 
With  the  exception  of  a  small  part  of  the  West-end  of 
London  and  some  towns  in  the  provinces,  the  proportion  of 
doctors  writing  prescriptions  is  very  small.  The  phar- 
macist suffers  accordingly,  and  Mr.  Betty  was  of  opinion 
that  pharmacists  do  not  follow  closely  enough  the  ethical 
standard  set  by  the  profession  of  medicine.  He  thought 
a  serious  consideration  for  the  committee  of  the  London 
Chemists'  Association  was  whether  the  medical  faculty 
ought  not  to  be  appi-oached  regarding  th's  great  question 
of  ethics.  He  accordingly  moved  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  the  Association  approach  the  medical  profession  with 
a  view  to  considering  and  arranging  a  general  code  of 
ethics  applicable  to  physician  and  phami.acist,  which  would 
be  submitted  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  Association,  and 
when  adopted  wovdd  be  binding  on  all  members  of  the 
Association.    This  would  then  be  submitted  to  medical  n:en. 

Mr.  Pond  said  Mr.  Betty  deserved  thanks  for  his  very 
able  paper,  which  tended  to  further  the  objects  he  (Mr. 
Pond)  had  in  view.  He  thought  two  clauses  in  the  proposi- 
tions he  had  placed  before  the  Association  would  njeet  Mr. 
Betty's  suggestions  admirably. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Campbell  inquired  whether  Mr.  Betty's  pro- 
posals tende-d  in  any  way  to  hinder  counter-prescribing. 

Mr.  Betty  said  not,  but 

Mr.  P.  H.  Burton  said  he  took  it  that  it  did.  Mr. 
Betty's  ideal  was  considerably  involved.    He  thought  the 


Association  would  be  imdertaking  a  gigantic  task  (if  they 
adopted  the  resolution)  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
fulfil.  Some  scheme  might  be  worked  locally  betweeni 
doctors  and  chemists,  whereby  it  might  be  agreed  that  there- 
would  be  no  dispensing  on  the  one  hand  and  no  prescribing, 
on  the  other.  The  hospital  evil  was  certainly  the  worst. 
If  by  some  means  the  hospitals  could  be  approached  and. 
taught  the  error  of  their  ways,  more  good  would  be  done. 

Mr.  D.  White  seconded  Mr.  Betty's  resolution  on  the- 
express  understanding  that  Mr.  Betty's  scheme  included  a 
reservation  regarding  counter-prescribing. 

jNlr.  Palmer  moved  as  an  amendment — 
That  a  special  committee  be  formed  to  suggest  the  best 

moans  to  bring  about  a  conference  between  medical  men. 

and  chemists. 

Mr.  Willson  seconded,  and  the  amendment  wa^s  ultimately, 
agreed  to,  the  committee  appointed  being  the  Chairman,  the; 
Hon.  Secretary,  and  Messrs.  Pond,  Palmer,  White,  ancl 
Willson. 

Clau.se  7. 
The  Chairman  then  proposed 

That  the  Loudon  Chemists'  Association  ask  the  Council, 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  ScK'iety  to  reconsider  the  advisability 
of  retaining  Clause  7  as  printed  in  the  proposed  ameudecf. 
Pharmacy  Act. 

Mr.  Truman  said  that  in  the  course  of  interviews  with. 
many  members  of  Parliament  he  had  found  that  the  feeling; 
was  dead  against  Clause  7.  It  was  felt  that  the  clause  goes- 
against  the  common  sense  of  the  nation,  and  it  is  incon- 
sistent, in  his  opinion,  with  the  widows'  clause.  As  Pa 
substitute  for  the  unpopular  clause,  which,  as  it  stood, 
jeopardised  the  whole  Bill,  he  would  have  in  mind  somo- 
recognition  of  co-operative  trading  in  drugs,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  the  insistence  of  at  least  one  qualified  director. 
The  reservation  of  titles  should  likewise  be  insisted  upon.. 

Mr.  Pentney  seconded.  He  thought  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary, if  it  was  desired  to  pass  the  Bill,  that  the  clause  should.i 
be  amended.  He  considered  that  the  views  of  the  London. 
Chemists'  Association  should  have  more  weight  than  those- 
of  provincial  associations,  seeing  London  chemists  were- 
more  in  touch  with  Parliamentary  life.  He  said  that  witb 
I  all  respect  to  country  associations. 

Mr.  Pond  supported  the  resolution.  He,  however,  wa.s, 
in  favour  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  sending  a  requisi- 
tion to  the  Privy  Council  and  the  Board  of  Trade  to  look, 
into  the  charter,  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  could  no. 
longer  conscientiously  grant  certificates  to  their  students,, 
as  they  were  not  able  longer  to  guarantee  them  any  pi-otec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Betty  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  Bill  stanch 
as  it  is.  The  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  unanimously 
decided  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill  in  its  present  form.  If  they 
think  the  clause  impossible  now,  it  is  for  the  Council  to  calii 
a  meeting  of  the  trade  to  consider  the  substitution  of  another 
clause. 

Mr.  Burton  seconded  the  amendnient. 

Mr.  Watson-Will  agreed  with  the  views  of  Mr.  Truman, 
and  Mr.  Pentney. 

Mr.  Willson  moved,  as  a  further  amendment,  that  the- 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  for  con- 
sideration, and  this  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

E.4ELY  Closing. 

Mr.  Betty  introduced  the  North  London  motion  regarding, 
affiliation  to  the  Early-closing  Association,  and  m.oved  tha^i. 
the  London  Chemists'  Association  affiliate. 

Mr.  Burton  seconded. 

Mr.  Bromley  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  motion 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  White  seconded,  and  considerable  merriment  was 
caused  when,  on  voting,  the  amendment  and  motion  were- 
defeated  in  turn.  Then  Mr.  Burton  moved  "that  the- 
Association  subscribe  a  guinea  (the  year's  subscription)  to. 
the  Early-closing  Association."  An  amendment  to  this, 
was  carried,  amid  much  laughter  and  cries  of  "  The  guinea, 
saved." 

Mr.  Pond's  propositions  regarding  the  strengthening  ancl 
consolidation  of  the  Association  were  again  referred  for 
discussion  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Purposes- 
Committee.  Mr.  Wat.son-Will  agreed  that  his  motion  withi 
reference  to  the  printing  of  the  rules  be  also  deferred. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— f lease  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  tlie  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 

From  those  who  Think  Well  of  the  "  C.  &  D.-' 
"  I  keep  up  to  date  by  reading  the  C     1).    It  is  the  best 
trading-chemist's  journal  in  the  world." — From  a  European 
chemist  in  China,  October  11,  1904.  (50/56.) 

"  Please  find  enclosed  cheque  for  lOs-.  to  renew  subscrip- 
tion. Please  send  back  numbers  from  expiry  of  our  last 
year.  The  schoolboy  said  salt  was  '  a  substance  that  gave 
potatoes  a  bad  taste  when  none  was  put  in  them  when  they 
)  were  cooked.'  Having  read  the  C.  (£■  D.  from  the  firr.t 
number,  it  is  greatly  missed  from  twenty-seven  trade 
journals  which  come  to  our  office,  just  as  the  boy  missed 
the  salt." — R.  W.  Elliot,  President  of  the  Elliot  Co.. 
Ltd. ,  Toronto. 

Names  Wanted. 
Sir. — We  are  now  compiling  the  P.A.T.A.  "  Year-book  " 
for  1905.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Associa- 
tion, a  list  of  retail  members'  names  and  addresses  is  to  be 
published,  and  I  should  be  obliged  if  you  would  allow  me 
to  suggest  through  your  cohmms  that  all  who  wish  to  have 
their  names  in  that  list,  and  who  have  not  already  joined 
the  Association,  should  take  the  necessary  steps  not  later 
than  the  second  week  in  December.  A  long  list  of  good 
names  ought  to  go  some  way  in  convincing  non-protecting 
proprietors  that  the  P.A.T.A.  anti-cutting  system  is 
desired  by  a  large  and  very  influential  section  of  the  trade. 
Yours  faithfully, 

W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  Secretary. 
184  Temple  Chambers,  Temple  Avenue, 
London,  E.C.,  November  18. 

Fttrther  Information. 
Sir, — I  desire  to  add  to  two  replies  in  the  Miscellaneous 
Inquiries  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  November  5 
and  12.  I  remember  when  I  was  a  lad,  forty  years  ago, 
my  father  prescribing  flowers  of  sulphur  and  cream  of 
tartar  for  the  itch,  and  Jij.  to  Jiij.  of  ung.  hydrarg. 
mitius,  which  was  to  be  spread  on  a  piece  of  thick  flannel 
and  worn  round  the  abdomen  as  a  girdle.  Strict  injunc- 
tion was  given  not  to  get  wet  or  to  bathe  while  wearing  the 
girdle.  If  the  wearers  got  wet,  salivation  would  be  caused. 
My  opinion  is  that  sulphur-lotum  and  argentimcrium  is 
this.  The  girdle  is  not  used  in  th's  district  now,  but  was  a 
very  common  remedy  at  that  time. 

The  other  reply  is  the  following  formula  for  "  Sweet 
Drench,"  also  given  to  cattle  : 

CJroci  stig.    ...        ..    bd. 

Pulv.  curcumse    Id. 

Pulv.  anisi   ...       ...       ...       ...  Id. 

Pulv.  glycyrrb.      ...       ...       ...  Id. 

Modus  operandi  :  Boil  2  pints  of  old  beer  and  pour  on 
these  ingredients  hot,  or  put  a  piece  of  red-hot  steel  in 
the  beer  and  infuse  until  cold.  This  recipe  I  have  to  do 
very  often.  Yours  truly, 

Cymro.  (54/6.) 


Letters  in  Brief. 

Be  C.\REFUL  in  Ordering. Subscriber  (55/46)  informs  us 
that  ho  recently  gave  a  casual  traveller  an  order  for  what  ho 
thought  was  5/.  worth  of  spectacles,  signing  it,  and  was 
astovnided  when  a  promissory  note  for  over  20/.  was  pre- 
sented to  him.  His  lawyer  said  ho  had  no  option  but  to 
pay  it.  This  note  may  warn  others  not  to  sign  orders  given 
to  casual  or  any  other  travellers  without  assuring  themselves 
of  what  they  are  "  in  for." 

A  POLISHING-POWDER. — Messr.^.  John  Mortimer  tO  Co., 
wholesale  druggists,  41  William  Street,  Londonderry,  write 
to  warn  chemists  about  a  man  who  calls  on  the  public  selling 
a  polishing-powder.  He  starts  by  polishing  the  door-knob 
of  the  house,  and  ends  by  selling  six  packets  of  his  "  incom- 
parable''  polishing-powder.    There  is  nothing  in  this,  but 


iMcssrs.  Mortimer  add  that  the  packets  bear  the  name  of  a 
local  chemist,  and  they  think  the  labels  are  obtained  from 
assistants  or  principals  who  are  careless  in  giving  travellers 
and  strangers  their  address-labels. 

The  Riviera.- E.  M.  Mcllor,  San  Remo,  Italy,  writes: 
'•  L  nder  'French  News'  in  this  week's  journal  the  remark 
is  made  that  'The  English  pharmacist  on  the  Riviera— f.f., 
the  proprietor  who  is  English  by  birth  and  has  passed  the 
Alinor— seems  as  extinct  as  the  dodo.'  This  statement  has 
apparently  been  made  under  the  mistaken  notion  that  the 
Riviera  commences  about  Marseilles  and  ends  at  Mentonc— 
an  idea  that  a  number  of  people  in  England  appear  to  have: 
whereas  the  Riviera  proper  commences  at  the  River  Var", 
formerly  the  frontier  between  Italy  and  France,  and  extend.s 
to  Spezia,  thus  embracing  only  territory  that  at  one  time 
belonged  to  Italy  (as  Nice  and  Mentoiie)",  and  territory  still 
Italian  from  Mentone  to  Spezia.  Had  your  correspondent 
corat^  this  far  East,  he  would  have  been  able  to  enjoy  the  chat 
he  wished  for,  as  Mr.  Sciuire.  of  San  Remo,  is  still  at  his  post, 
and  always  pleased  to  see  his  English  colleagues.'' 

Leg-al  Queries. 

Labels  to  be  marked  "  Liable  "  or  "  Not  liable  "  to  medicine  stanm- 
I  ^Ia       ^         '°  "'^  Editor  in  duplicate  and  with  a  stamped 
and  addressed  envelope  for  return  of  the  marked  ones,  if  desired. 


53/45.  Fredcrniti/.—li  liquid  blue  contains  o.xalic  acid, 
it  must  be  labelled  "Poison."  Liquid  ammonia  is  not  a 
scheduled  poison,  but  it  is  advisable  to  label  it  "  Poison." 
and  iriost  chemists  do  so.  No  offence  is  created  by  so 
labelling  any  dangerous  article  which  is  not  scheduled  as 
a  poison. 

53/32.  ,/.  .1.  H. — (1)  The  2.s.  6d.  stamp  on  apprentice 
.ship-indentures  has  to  be  impressed.  An  adhesive  stamji 
is  useless.  Official  stamping  can  be  secured  through  a 
local  I.R.  office  or  a  money-order  office.  (2)  The  National 
Telephone  Co.  have  no  right  to  erect  a  pole  on  your 
ground  without  your  permission.  You  can  compel  them 
to  remove  it  within  forty-eight  hours  or  demand  a  reason- 
able rental  for  the  privilege. 

250/29.  ,/.  B. — The  word  "'Vaseline"  is  a  trade-mark 
belonging  to  the  Chesebrough  Manufacturing  Co.,  and  that 
company  now  require  that  each  person  using  it  should  get 
their  express  permission  and  comply  with  the  conditions 
which  they  stipulate. 

50/21.  M.  A.  II'.-— No  chemist  is  obliged  in  this 
country  (Great  Britain  and  Ireland)  to  produce  his  poison- 
book  on  the  demand  of  a  policeman,  and  it  is  not  advisable 
to  produce  it  unless  by  the  request  of  a  Court  of  justice. 
Even  then  it  should  only  be  given  to  the  Magistrates  for 
their  inspection,  so  that  the  contents  may  not  be  made 
public. 

44/20.  Lcjatrr. — Whether  a  trustee  is  liable  to  criminal 
proceedings  for  using  trust-money  in  his  own  business, 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  trust,  depends  upon 
whether  he  so  acts  with  intent  to  defraud.  If  he  does,  he 
is  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and  is  liable  to  a  maximum 
punishment  of  seven  years'  penal  servitude.  Proceedings 
in  such  cases  can  only  be  instituted  with  the  sanction  of 
the  Attorney-General  or  Solicitor-General,  or  (if  civil  pro- 
ceedings have  been  commenced)  of  the  Judge  of  the  coiirt 
where  they  have  been  commenced.  Whether  his  action  was 
fraudulent  or  not,  the  beneficiaries  can  claim,  at  their 
option,  either  the  actual  profit  he  made  by  the  use  of  the 
trust-money,  or  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  and  in  some  cases 
compound  interest. 

54/45.  Chcmicus. — A  company  such  as  you  de.scribe  is 
not  a  company  according  to  law,  but  a  co-partnery,  and  as 
such  is  a  "person"  within  the  meaning  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act.  Therefore  each  individual  of  the  combination  must 
be  a  registered  chemist  before  assuming  that  title  or  selling 
poisons. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  questions 
of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of  replies  on 
a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information  given  during  the 
past  twelve  months. 


50/25.  IJ.  ]i. — It  is  hard  to  say  What  will  Cure  Baldness, 
as  the  complaint  arises  from  many  causes.  If  the  hair- 
follicles  are  present,  but  merely  feeble,  there  are  few  things 
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better  than  Spurway's  violet  oil,  made  with  heavy  petro- 
leum. This  has  to  be  well  rubbed  into  the  bald  places  every 
morning'.  To  Prevent  the  Hair  Falling  Out,  a  tonic  (syi'. 
hypophos.  CO.  jSS.  in  aq.  5iiiss.)  is  necessary  as  well  as  a 
lotion,  and  for  the  latter  try  this  : 

Acet.  cantharidis    y.s. 

Tr.  senegse  

Spt.  coloniensis    jij. 

Aquam  ad     ...    .rviij. 

To  be  well  rubbed  into  the  roots  o£  the  hair  at  bedtime. 
In  the  morning  brush  well  and  dress  with  the  following 
Brilliantine  : 

Pilocarpinse    gr.j. 

S.  V.  R  5ij- 

Solve  et  adde — 

Paraffin.  liquid.      ...       ...       ...  Jss. 

lononi  (10  per  cent.)         ...       ...  iiix.x. 

52/39.  BcUad. — We  see  nothing  in  the  prescription  to 
suggest  that  liquid  extracts  are  intended.  The  fact  that 
they  are  lor  a  lotion  does  not  justify  the  conclusion. 

54/2.  IHspcmer. — -Pulvis  Liquiritise  CcmFOJitu.?,  I'll, 
Germ.,  differs  from  pulv.  glycyrrh.  co.,  B.P..  in  prop  ir 
tions.    We  compare  the  two  below  in  metric  terms  : 


B.P.  P.O. 

Powdered  senna    50  45 

Powdered  liquorice-root     ...       ...     50  45 

Powdered  fennel       ...       ...       ...     25  30 

Sublimed  sulphur    ...     25  30 

Powdered  sugar    ...    150  150 


The  sulphur  prescribed  by  the  German  Pharniacopoeia  is 
purified  ;  the  B.P.  sulphur  is  not. 

55/7.  Scot  sends  us  a  sample  of  Liquid  Malt-cxtract,  and 
of  the  same  plus  liq.  phosphat.  co.  pro  syrupo,  the  latter 
being  added  in  the  proportion  of  jj.  to  5j.  The  result  is  an 
opalescent  preparation.  We  find  on  investigation  that  the 
opalescence  is  incipient  turbidity,  and  is  due  to  the  action 
of  the  liq.  ferri  phosph.  co.  on  the  albuminoids  of  the  malt. 
The  opalescence  may  be  observed  wnliout  any  turbidity 
whatever,  even  in  5-per-cent.  solution  of  the  preparation. 
It  is  impossible  either  to  remove  the  opalescence  or  to  pre- 
vent its  occurrence.  The  following  analytical  results  have 
been  obtained  for  us  with  the  preparations  by  Mr.  A.  R. 
Ling,  F.I.C.,  of  74  Great  Tower  Street,  E.C.,  the  well- 
known  authority  on  malt  : 

Malt 

Plain  malt.        with  phosphates. 

Apparent  maltose  55.4  per  cent.  50.4  per  cent. 

Diastatic  power  (Lintner)    4.3      ,,  1.0 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  addition  of  liq.  ferri  phosph.  co. 
has  reduced  the  diastatic  power  of  the  preparation  to  one 
quarter,  therefore  that  one  of  the  chief  advantages  attend- 
ing the  use  of  malt-extract  in  the  place  of  sugar  is  contra- 
vened. This  is  an  interesting  observation,  and  should  be 
noted  by  those  who  make  medicated  malt-e.xtracts. 

50/21.  M.  A.  W. — The  Intemperance-remedy  which  you 
send  us  is  substantially  as  follows  : 

Pulv.  potass,  bromid  gr.  j. 

Pulv.  sodse  tavt  gr.  iv. 

M. 

You  have  not  sent  the  brown  powder. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  subjoined  inquiries  will  be  esteemed. 


54/8.    Who  are  the  agents  in  this  country  for  Epsey's 
toilet-cream,  or  where  obtainable? 

53/20.  What  is  Anticaris  or  where  can  it  be  obtained? 
It  is  believed  to  be  a  meat-preserver. 

51/45.  Address  of  makers  or  agents  for  Madonna  eau 
de  Cologne. 

52/28.  Name  and  address  of  makers  of  "  Imperatrix  " 
soap. 

54/48.    Makers  of  hard  drab  rubber  corks. 

51/70.    Formula  for  sol.  kali  chlor.  co.  (homoeopathic). 

56/28. — Who  are  the  makers  of  or  agents  for  "Dr. 
Campbell's  Skin-food,"  "Dr.  Campbell's  Hair-renovator" 
or  "  Nervura  "  ? 


Comino  levcnts. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received  by  the 
Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 

Saturday,  November  26. 

I iitcrpharmacy  Football  League,  London  College  r.  Muter's. 

Tuesday,  November  29.  ' 

Jira(2ford  Chemists^  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  at  9  p.m.  Paper 
by  Mr.  George  Penty. 

Midland  I'haniiaceutical  Association,  Grand  Hotel,  Bir- 
mingham, at  8  P.M.  "  Notes  on  the  Proposed  Pharma- 
copoeia Test  for  Arsenic,"  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Mann  ;  "  Charta 
Sinapis,  B.P.,"  by  the  President  (Mr.  A.  W.  Gorrard). 

"Wednesday,  November  30. 

Societii  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adolphi,  W.C.,  at  8  P.M.  ]Mr. 
Arthur  Lee  on  "  The  British  Canals  Problem." 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants\  and  Apprentices'  Associa- 
tion, 36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  9.15  p.m.  Papers  by 
Messrs.  H.  Nightingale,  D.  Murray,  and  D.  Young. 

Public  Dispensers'  Association,  St.  Bride  Institute,  at  8  P.M. 
A  paper  will  be  read  entitled  "  Some  Short  Notes  on  the 
Dispensing  of  Insoluble  Preparations." 

Cardiff  Pliarinaccutical  Association,  Park  Hotel,  at  3  P.M. 
Aiuuial  meeting. 

ri ipnouth,  etc.,  Cliemists'  Association,  Hotel  Continental, 
Plymouth,  at  7  p.m.  Annual  Dinner.  Tickets,  6s.  i>d. 
each,  may  bo  had  from  Mr.  F.  Maitland,  31  Chapel  Street, 
Stonehouse. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  First  Cinderella  of  the 
season  at  the  Portman  Rooms,  at  7.30  p.m.  Tickets, 
2s.  bd.  each,  may  be  had  from  Mr.  A.  Latreille.  58  Baker 
Street,  W.,  or  Mr.  A.  R.  Arrowsmith,  4  Stratford  Place, 
Oxford  Street,  W. 

Thursday,  December  1. 

C/temical  Societ}/,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
••The  Nitrites  of  the  Alkali  Metals  and"Motals  of  the 
Alkaline  Earths,  and  their  Decomposition  by  Heat,"  by 
Professor  P.  C.  Ray. 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association,  Ashby's  Cafe.  Quality  Court, 
King  Edward  Street,  at  8.45  p.m.  Smoking-concert,  Mr. 
G.  W.  Worfolk  in  the  chair. 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Mr.  E.  H.  Church's, 
St.  Andrew's  Street,  at  9.15  p.m.  Papers  by  Mr.  H.  F. 
Cook  on  "The  Organising  Secretary  "  and  Mr.  J.  Evans 
on  "  The  Shop-hours  Act." 

Friday,  December  2. 

Blackpool  and  F/zhlc  Chemists'  Association,  Palatine  Hotel, 
Blackpool,  at  9  p.m.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Glasgow  School  of  Pharmaci/.  Ainiual  Dinner  at  the  Alex- 
andra Hotel,  Bath  Street,  at  8.30  p.m.  Tickets,  As.  each, 
may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  P.  Fenton,  180  West  Regent 
Street,  Glasgow. 

Saturday,  December  3. 

I nterpharmac)/  Football  League,  Westminster  i\  Metro- 
politan College. 


The  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  is  to  be  held  on  March  1.  Mr. 
Percival  Trick,  Salisbury  House,  London  Wall,  E.C.,  is  the 
Hon.  Secretary. 

The  date  of  the  Chemists'  Ball,  to  be  held  at  the  Whitehall 
Rooms,  Hotel  Metropole,  is  fixed  for  January  18.  Mr.  R.  A. 
Robinson,  jun.,  72  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C.,  is  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Ball  Committee. 

A  Committee  of  Nottingham  chemists  has  been  formed 
with  the  object  of  inaugurating  a  chemists'  annual  dance. 
The  date  of  the  dance  is  fixed  for  December  8,  at  Calvert's 
Cafe,  Long  Row.  Tickets,  7s.  bd.  each,  can  be  had  from  Mr. 
A.  Eberlin,  2  Chapel  Bar,  Mr.  C.  F.  Carr,  21  Long  Row, 
and  other  members  of  the  committee. 


College  BotCtn 

Impeeial  College  of  Chemistry. — On  Friday,  November  18, 
the  students  of  this  college,  with  Mr.  Frederick  Davis,  visited 
the  Government  Laboratories  by  kind  permission  of  Dr. 
Thorpe.  About  three  hours  was  occupied  in  studying  the 
various  analytical  methods,  especially  in  connection  with 
foods  and  other  contract  articles,  together  with  tobacco  and 
cxc'sable  commodities;  a  new  apparatus  for  measuring  ether 
and  other  volatile  liquids  without  loss  especially  appealmg 
to  the  students.  Mr.  Frederick  Davis  thanked  Dr.  Thorpe  on 
behalf  of  the  students. 

Royal  Dispensaey  School  of  Pharmacy.— A  handsome  pro- 
spectus of  th's  well-known  Edinburgh  school  comes  to  us 
from  Mr.  William  Duncan,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.,  the  Principal. 
The  dispensary  was  founded  as  far  back  as  1776,  and  since 
Mr.  Duncan  took  charge  of  the  school  in  1886  no  fewer  than 
1,200  registered  chemists  have  received  their  training  in  it. 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGiilST 


The  prospectus  gives  particiilais  of  the  course  of  tuition, 
Nvith  time-table,  syllabus  c^f  lectures,  and  a  list  of  the  alumni 
tsxtending  to  twenty-two  columns.  A  scries  of  half-tone  plates 
illustrating  the  exterior  and  interior  of  the  school  are  in- 
cluded.   Mr.  Duncan  will  send  a  copy  to  any  applicant. 

The  annual  supper  of  the  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy  is 
fe)  take  place  on  PViday,  December  2,  in  the  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Bath  Street.  Tickets,  4«.  each,  can  be  had  from  Mr. 
P.  Fenton,  180  West  Regent  Street,  or  any  member  of  the 
committee. 


WHERE  TO  STUDY. 

Students  should  refer  to  the  advertisements  of  the  follow- 
'ing  schools  in  tliis  week's  C.  Ji-  D.,  page  22  : 

School  of  Pharmacy,  17  Blonmsbuvy  Square.  W.C 
'^Vestminster    College    of    Pharmacy,     Trinity  Square, 
Borough,  S.E. 

;-South  London  School  of  Pharmacv,  325  Kcnniiigtun  Road, 
S.E. 

r\Ietropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  and  162  Kenning- 
ton  Park  Road.  S.E. 

■^London  College  of  Pharmacy,  323  C'lapham  Road,  S.W. 

Imperial  College  of  Pharmacy,  49  and  51  Imperial  Build- 
ings, Ludgate  Circus,  E.C. 

JEdlnburgh  School  of  Pharmacy,  26  Clyde  Street,  Edin- 
burgh. 

:Burlnigton  Correspondence  College,  8  Crescent  Grove. 
Clapham  Common,  S.W. 

-Royal  Dispensary  School  of  Pharniacy,  West  Richmond 
Street,  Edinburgh. 

Liverpool  School  of  Pharnia'^y,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Liver- 
pool.. 

"North  of  England  School  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy, 
65  Northumberland  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


TLbc  2)a\nc9^ScwcH  tLcetinioiual. 

A PLEASANT  little  function  took  place  on  Xovember  23. 
at  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel.  E.C.,  when  the  optital 
friends  of  Colonel  T.  Davies-Sewell  took  the  opportunity  of 
acknowdedging  in  tangible  fashion  his  many  services  to  the 
optical  craft,  particularly  on  the  educational  side.  Colonel 
'j)avies-Sewell  has  been  the  Clerk  of  the  Spectacle-makers' 
Company  for  about  forty  years,  and  when  the  examination 
scheme  was  brought  forward  by  Past-Master  Thornthwaitc. 
!5Dme  eight  or  nine  year.?  ago,  he  entered  into  the  spirit  of 
the  .scheme  to  such  good  purpose  that  the  optical  industry 
js  now  an  organise:!  body  in  place  of  a  disunited  craft. 
_Vbout  three  hundred  freemen  and  liverymen  of  the  Ccm- 
pany  suliscribed  to  the  testimonial  fund,  and  the  result  was 
that  on  Wednesday  an  overmantel,  album,  and  field-glas.scs 
u'ere  presented  to  the  colonel,  and  a  pair  of  opera-glasses  to 
Miss  Sewell.  The  overmantel  is  a  handsome  piece  of  work  ; 
in  the  centre  the  illuminated  address  is  fixed,  and  in  the 
kiottoni  panels  is  a  Kew  certificated  barometer  and  miniature 
veplicas  of  the  two  diplomas  which  Colonel  Sewell  has  so 
srduously  striven  to  found.  This  is  but  an  outline  descrip- 
tion of  the  testimonial,  as  the  address  is  in  itself  a  work  of 
-art  recalling  the  patiently  wrought  illuminations  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  while  round  the  address  is  a  framework  of 
iieavy  rrpoi/.^^c  silver  and  much  symbolic  work.  As  to 
*he  presentation  itself,  Mr.  Ellis  was  in  the  chair,  and  the 
'Pillar  Hall  of  the  hotel  was  fairly  crowded  with  admirers 
ifjf  the  gallant  colonel.  There  were  several  chemist-opticians 
•/jresenl,  among  them  being  Mr.  Bunker  and  Mr.  (Aiff  (Prc- 
•■sident  and  Secretary  of  the  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians), 
Mr.  G.  Bennett  (President  of  the  North  of  England  Optical 
tSociety).  and  Mr.  A.  Cooper  (Councillor  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
itical  Society).  Dr.  Lindsay  John.son,  Mr.  Salt  (Secretary 
lof  the  Optical  Society),  Mr.  Lionel  Laurance,  Mr.  A.  E. 
drey  (Botwright  &  Grey),  Mr.  Spiegclhalter,  Mr.  Steward, 
.Mr.  H.  Kemp  (Thavies  Inn),  and  Mr.  Culver  were  also 
•^iresent.  Mr.  Ellis  fir.^t  made  a  few  remarks,  in  wdiich  he 
toutlined  the  reasons  for  the  gathering,  and  then  Mr. 
^^aurance  read  the  address.  Mr.  Kemp,  as  Treasurer  of  the 
"tund,  and  an  old  friend  of  the  colonel,  also  spoke.  Next 
S)r.  Lindsay  .lohnson.  in  an  anecdotal  speech,  made  the 
following  explanation  of  the  reasons  why  he  had  severed  his 
.connection  with  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company  :  "  I  parted 
■with  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company  in  the  interests  of  the 
i'  'ompany.  With  the  present  extreme  bitterness  that  exi.sts 
it)etween  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company  and  opticians  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  medical  profession  cn  the  other,  I  thought 


it  best  tcj  sever  my  connection  with  the  Company.  The 
bitterness  has  been  caused  by  the  action  of  certain  members 
of  the  optical  trade  who  have  advertised  in  a  way  not  in 
accord  with  etiquette,  and  some  have  laid  claims  to  curative 
powers.  The  medical  profession  is  ever  jealous  and  .severe 
with  anyone  who  lays  claim  to  its  mysterious  powers,  but  J 
ho])e  the  lime  is  not  far  off  when  the  medical  profession  and 
the  optical  craft  will  come  together  again."  Mr.  George 
Bennett  then  made  a  few  apprec  iative  remarks  as  represent- 
ing the  North  of  England  Optical  Society,  and  mentioned 
th-.it  he  had  received  a  letter  from  i\Ir.  Kemp  (Manchester) 
asking  him  (the  speaker)  to  apologise  for  his  absence.  Mr. 
.Spiegclhalter,  a  colleague  of  Mr.  Bennett's  on  the  North  of 

'  England  Optical  Society,  followed,  confining  his  remarks  to 
the  services  that  Miss' Sewell  had  rendered  to  the  optical 
industry  by  the  assistance  she  gave  to  her  father.  The 
presentations  were  then  made,  and  Colonel  Sewell  replied  in 

!  a  graceful  speech.  Mr.  A.  Cooper  proposed  the  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  Chairman,  and.  this  having  been  seconded  by 

1  Mr.    Steward    and    carried    unanimously,    the  company 

j  adjourned  to  tea. 


ZIrabc*=mar??9  applied  Jfor. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applica- 
\\oas  should  be  lodged  with  C.N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.  B.  Comptroller- 
General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks  at  the  Patents 
Office,  25 Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C. 
within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be 
stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  J,  cost  £i,  obtainable  through  any 
money-order  office. 


{Viom  thr  "  Tiiidr-miiihs  Joiniiiil,"  Xuvnnhcr  9,  1904.) 
••Mas-ot";   f  n-  chemicals.    By  Peters  &  Brucl,  Bohnen- 
!        strasse  17,  Hamburg.  258,856. 

!  Device  of  an  alchemist :  for  chemicals.  By  the  Comity 
Chemical  Co..  Ltd.,  Excelsior  Works,  INloor  Street,  Bir- 
i        mingham.  266,372. 

"jAroLAC"  (■•  .Jap  "  disclaimed)  ;  for  chemicals.  By  'Waller 
j         Car.son  &  Sons,  Grove  Works,  Battersea,  S.W  .  266,771. 

Device  of  a  cock  on  a  vine-branch:  for  copper  sulphate.  By 

C.  Teunant,  Sons  &  Co.,  9  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.  266,225. 
Device  ;  for  agricultural,  etc.,  chemicals.   By  J.  L.  Crawford, 

177  Temple  Chambers,  E.C.  265,459. 
■  BiBON  E.  COPPI-NS"  and  serpent  device;  for  a  medicine. 
By   La  Leporine,    11   Avenue   Mlchel-Ange,  Brussels. 
265,210. 

■■Diau.rN";   for  chemicals.    By  T.  H.  La  Roche  &  Co., 
Greuzacherstracso  184,  Bale.  265,442. 
'  ■•JiUxo";   for  a  medicine.    By  G.  C.  Burchin,  58  Marl- 
\        borough  Road,  Cardiff.  255,501. 

'  ••  WiNTONO  "  ("Winlon"  disclaimed);  for  a  tonic  (alcoholic) 
wine     By  Cockburn  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  130  Howard  Street, 
!        Glasgow."  266.089,  266,090. 

"Rfts^";    for   chemicals.     Bv   .J.    W.   Carpenter,  Lower 
i        Street,  Worle,  Somerset.  266,549. 
Combination   of   devices;    for   essences.     By   St<>venson  & 

Howell,  Ltd.,  95a  Southwark  Street,  S.E.  265,7!8. 
"LiNWitL"  ;  for  laundrv  preparations.    By  Rots  Brothers  & 
Co.,    6    Sunbury    Place,    Belford    Road,  Edinburgh. 
266,213. 

■  "Ami'110R\";    f  )r  candles,  soap,  etc.,   and  perfumery.  By 

D.  &  W.  Gibbs,  Ltd.,  City  Sfjap-works,  Wapping,  E. 
!  266,518-9. 

'■  SrAKOL"  and  "  Stak"  ;  for  an  Arabian  tooth-powder.  By 
B.  Schadci,  29  Grabenstrasse,  Goppingen,  Wiirtcmburg. 
261,083. 

Charmai.I.ni;  "    ("  Charm"  d'sclaimcd);    f.>r  an  antlseptio 
cream.   Bv  A.  J.  Sakheim,  39  Park  Lane,  Clissold  Park, 
;        N.  265,741. 
"  Yacet  "  ;    for   a    toilet-preparation.    By    F.   J.  Barton, 
21  Christletou  Rc;ad,  Chester.  266,433. 

{From  till-  "  Trmli-marks  Journal,''  Xovonlicr  16,  1904.) 
'•  EraDITE  "  and  "  Astac  ink  "'  fur  chemicals.    By  the  Badi.scho 
Anilin-  und   Soda-Fabrik,   Friesenheimerstra.ssc ;  Lud- 
wigshafeu-on  Rhine,  Germany.  266,961-4. 
!  Device  of  a  Japanese  lantern  with  the  word  "Hurrah"  in 
I         Japanese  characters;    for   chemicals.      By  Wilkin.son, 
Heywood  &  Clark,   Ltd.,   7  Caledonian  Road,  King's 
Cross,  N.  265,972. 
"  Phe"^ozoi,  "  ;  for  disinfectants.    By  D.  Waldie  &  Co.,  Kon- 
nagai-.  Calcutta.  266,213. 
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iHOTICE  TO  BUYERS.-The  prices  given  In  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  *o  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
•Dualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities,  u 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  smaU 
quantities  at  anything  like  tne  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  November  24. 

APART  from  the  continuefl  interest  which  has  been  dis- 
played in  the  sugar-nitarket,  the  predominant  features 
in  Minting  Lane  produce  are  the  speciilaticn  in  shellac  and 
ithe  heavy  buying  of  Japanese  dementholised  peppermint 
•oil  for  shipment.  Refined  camphor  has  again  advanced,  as 
foreshadowed,  and  the  German  refiners  have  withdrawn 
"from  the  market,  while  in  some  instances  the  English 
refinery  are  unwilling  sellers  cxfoit  at  extreme  prices. 
Belgian  chamomiles  have  advanied.  and  higher  prices  have 
•been  paid  for  areca,  Persian  galls,  and  citronella  cil,  tl.e 
"Last-named  being  extremely  scarce  on  the  spot.  Antimony 
and  copper  sulphate  continue  the  advance  noted  last  v,P(  1:. 
■Glucose  and  starch  powder  are  also  dearer,  and  among 
other  articles  tending  firmer  are  caraway-seed,  pimento, 
cTiillies,  and  cccoanut  oil.  Quinine  is  a  stagnant  market. 
Alexican  sarsaparilla  is  lower,  sassafras-bark  is  very  scarce, 
and  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  is  firm.  It  may  be  mentioned 
.'that  the  rise  in  sugar  has  affected  the  values  of  such 
articles  as  simple  and  other  syrups.  The  following  are  the 
'jjrincipal  alterations  since  our  last  j  eport  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

AntimoDy 

Ammonia 

Cardamoms 

Aloes,  Cape 

-Areci 

sulphate 

Cascara 

Elemi 

Camphor  (Eng. 

t!araway  Weed 

sagrada 

(Sarsaparilla 

ami  .lap  ret.; 

Chillies 

CtPntian 

(V.C.) 

Chamomiles 

Linseed 

Oil,  linseed 

Tunk.i  b.'ans 

lL'oi)per 

Menth.il 

.Sarsaparilla 

sulphate 

Oil,  cocoanut 

(grey) 

r-'all.s  (Pcrs.) 

(Ceylon) 

iluco.se 

Oil,  pepper- 

Nux vomica 

mint 

'i'  )il,  citi-onella 

Pimento 

istarcli-powder 

^\'ax,  bees' 

(Cal.  white 

■ 

and  .Jamaica)'  ! 

Cablegrams. 

H.A.-MBrac.,  November  24  : — Refined  camphor,  carnauba 
wax,  and  antimony  are  all  firmly  held.    Menthol  is  flat. 

Smvhna.  November  24  : — The  opium-market  is  steady. 
Iholders  being  firm,  and  no  decline  is  expected. 

New  York,  November  23  : — The  drug-market  is  active. 
Refined  camphor  has  advanced  to  67c.  per  lb.  Citronella 
lis  scarce  at  32e.  per  lb.  Menthol  is  weak  at  -$2.70  per  lb. 
;tnd  Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  lower  at  9c.  per  lb.  Sassafras 
is  scarce  at  14c..  and  cannabis  indica  is  strong  at  .$1.05 
,'per  lb.  Peppermint  oil  is  easing  somewhat  at  .$3.50  per  lb., 
.and  ipecacuanha  is  slow  of  sale  at  $1.20  per  lb. 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  have  arrived  at  the 
/principal  ports  of  the  United  King-d(jm  from  November  16 
ito  23,  inclusive  :  Acid,  acetic,  ((Si  Fiume)  17,  (@  Rotterdam) 
12;  acid,  picric  (@  Rotterdam),  100  cs.  ;  acid,  tartaric,  {Co), 
i3ari)  56,  (@  Antwerp)  24;  aloes  ((a},  Cape  Town),  12  cs.  ; 
.sintimony,  (@  Kobe)  35  cs.,  (<«!.  Shanghai)  200  cs.  ;  argol  (<a) 
tfJapc  Town),  121 ;  arrowroot  (@  St.  Vincent),  162 ;  arsenic, 
(I®  Antwerp)  52,  (@  Oporto)  108;  balsam  tola  {@  Havre), 
18  cs.  ;  "balsams"  ((a),  Cartagena),  18  cs.  ;  bismuth  ore  {(a), 
-Antofagasta),  172  cks.  ;  bleaohing-powder,  (f2>,  Hamburg)  4,., 
>^  Rotterdam!  120 ;  borax  (@  Arica)  730  sks.  ;  (®  Buenos 
-\.vres)  2.520:  bromine  {@  Hamburg),  167;  cardamoms,  41; 
(Chemicals  ((a*  Kobe),  10  cs.  ;  chloral  liyd.  (@,  Hamburg),  6; 
icinchona  (@  Amsterdam),  155;  coriander  (@  Casablanca), 
SOI ;  cream  of  tartar,  {(S>  Tarragona)  10,  (@  Bordeaux)  74 ; 


drugs  (®  Bari),  11  bis. ;  eucalyptus-leaves  (@  Marseilles), 

10  bis.;  gentian  (@  Marseilles).  23;  ginger  (%  Bombay), 
126-  givcerin  (@  Genoa),  120  brls.  ;  gum  arable,  (®,  Suez) 
226  pkgs.  130  bdls.,  {@  W.C.  Africa)  loO ;  jalap  (@  Hamburg). 
8;  junipor-berries  (®  Leghorn),  34;  lemon-juice  (@  Messina). 
10  pkgs.  ;  lime-juice,  (®  St.  Lucia)  6  cks.  ;  (®  Dominica) 
66  hds.  12  ck.s.  1  cs.  98  pkgs.,  (@  Antigua)  6:  lu|Uorice-juicf 
((III  Bordeaux),  25  cs.  ;  manna  (®  Palermo),  11  cs.  ;  oil,  castor 
(fr4  Leghorn),  10;  oil.  cod-liver,  (r«>  Rotterdam)  35  cs.,  (® 
Drontheim)  33  cks.,  (@  Aalesund)  131,  {OA  Bergen)  62;  oil, 
eucalyptus,  (®  Marseilles)  30.  ((oj  Adelaide)  85;  oi.I,  lime 
((■«',  West  Indies),  6;  oils,  essential,  (@  Messina)  17,  {(q),  New 
York)  299;  opium  (@.  Marseilles),  30;  pot.  bromide  (® 
Philadelphia),  20  bxs.  ;  pot.  chlor.  (f®  Treport)  40,  {Oil  Gothen- 
burg) 20;  pot.  oxalate,  14;  pot.  pennang.,  30;  ciuillaia  ((§> 
W.C.  S.  America),  630;  cjuinine  (ft!  Rottei-dam),  6;  rhatany 
(®  Arica),  33;  satfron,  ('o;  Valencia)  4,  (®  Malaga)  1;  san- 
darac  {(at  Mogador).  12;  sarsaparilla  {(4  Panama),  lU ;  senna, 
(®  Suez)  30.  {(a.'-  Bombay)  67;  spermaceti  {(n>  Chili),  26; 
sugar  of  lead,  (^  Rotterdam)  38.  {((}  Stettin)  76;  sugar  of 
milk  {(q'  Amsterdam),  75  cs.  ;  tartar,  (f5'  Bari)  852,  (@  Barce- 
lona) 95 ;  thorium  nitrate  {(q)  Bremen),  21  cs.  ;  thyme  (fc) 
Tiieste),  7;  tragacanth  {(ai,  Bombay),  140;  vanilla  (ft). 
C(ilombo),  1  cs.  ;  wax,  bees',  {(a\  Bombay)  9  cs.,  (@  Calcutta) 
15;  wax.  Japanese  (®  jMnji),  100;  wood  oil  ((§>  W.C. 
Africa),  12. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  more  sati.sfactoi-y  condition  of  busincf-s  in  the  heavy 
(  liemical  market  is  well  maintained  both  as  regards  homo 
and  export  account.  Requirements  over  next  year  continue 
to  be  steadily  covered,  and  values  all  round  have  a  good  tone. 
One  of  the  principal  features  is  the  strong  tendency  of  sul- 
pliate  of  ammonia,  which  is  in  steady  recjuest,  and  about 
'ds.  bd.  per  ton  higher,  with  prospect  of  furtiier  improvement. 
Benzol.s  are  also  active,  and  50-per-cent.  are  dearer. 

Ar.KAi.l-PRODrcE. — Values  in  this  department  are  well  main- 
tained, and  business  is  fairly  brisk.  Bleaching-powder  is  a 
shade  quieter,  with  value  4/.  5.«.  to  4/.  Is.  6rf.  for  prompt  for 
.softwood  casks  on  rails,  and  4/.  7s.  bd.  to  4/.  10s.  per  ton, 
according  to  circumstances,  for  next  year's  delivery. 
Caustic  soda  keeps  in  good  recjuest,  and  nominally  there 
is  no  change  from  late  tigures  as  follows:  76  to  77  per  cent., 
10/.  10.S.  to  10/.  12s.  6(?.  per  ton;  70-per-ccnt.,  £7.  15s.  to 
9/.  17.S.  6f?.  ;  60-per-cent.,  8/.  15».  to  8/.  17s.  bd.  Hero  and 
there,  how-ever,  for  next  year  figures  down  to  about  6s. 
per  tun  less  are,  where  necessary,  being  accepted.  Ammonia 
alkali  firm  at  4/.  10s.  to  4/.  15s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  at  works. 
Soda  crystals  are  maintained,  and  in  fair  demand,  particu- 
larly on  home  account,  at  573.  6c7.  to  62s.  bd.  per  ton,  f.o.r. 
or  f.o.b.  Tyne ;  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  67s.  bd.  per  ton.  Bicar- 
bonate of  soda,  6/.  5s.  to  bl.  10s.  jier  ton  in  casks,  and  6/.  12s.  bt-l-. 
to  bl.  17s.  bd.  in  1-cwt.  kegs,  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Saltcake, 
owing  to  continued  good  demand,  is  well  maintained  in 
tone  at  35s.  to  40s.  per  ton  in  bulk,  free  on  rails.  Chlorates 
are  firm  at  advanced  figures  of  31//.  to  3;^!?.  per  lb.  for  both 
potash  and  socla.  Yellow  Prussiates  of  potash  and  soda 
are  only  in  quiet  demand  at  about  ^-^d.  and  3|c/.  per  lb. 
respectively.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  continues  .steady,  and 
forward  prospect  is  towards  higher  figures.  Stocks  at  pre- 
.sent  are  not  over  heavy.  Six  to  8  cwt.  casks,  £/.  to  10s. 
per  ton,  and  1-cwt.  kegs.  5/.  15s.  to  bl.  15s.,  according  to 
quality  and  qumtity.  Silicates  of  soda  arc  v/ithout  change 
in  prices  and  move  steadily:  140"^  Tw.,  4/.  2s.  bd.  to 
4/.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton;  100"  Tw.,  3/.  12s.  6(;.  to  4/.  2s.  6f7.  ; 
75'-'  Tw..  3/.  5s.  to  3/.  15s.  in  usual  casks,  f.o.b.  Tyne  or  Liver- 
p(}ol,  and  according  to  quality,  quantity,  and  destination. 

German  Drug-market. 

ilaiiihurfj.  Xovcmher  22. 

Business  continues  cjuiet,  and  only  a  very  few  articles  meet 
with  any  interest. 

Antimony  shows  a  strong  advance,  and  is  now  quoted 
30m.  to  31m.  per  100  kilos.,  but  there  is  not  much  doing  at 
this  price. 

Agar  Agar  is  unchanged,  current  being  quoted  at  270m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Camphor. — Refinecl  is  much  firmer  and  tending  higher, 
although  the  factories  still  quote  335m.  per  100  kilos,  and 
second-hand  330m. 

Cocaine  is  in  fair  demand  from  second  liai;d.s  at  rather 
under  makers'  price. 

Condurango  is  quoted  60m.  to  62m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot-of-Rye  is  unchanged  at  330m.  per  100  kilos;  spot  ia 
scarce. 

Ivoi.A-NUTS  are  steady,  at  from  75m.  to  80m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodidm  keeps  strong,  without  much  business,  at  770m. 
per  100  kilos.  ;  buyers  only  take  retail  cjuantities. 

Menthol  is  declining  continually  ;  spot  is  quoted  at  19m. 
per  kilo,,  and  forward  is  still  cheaper. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  is  cjuiet,  at  42m.  per  1(X)  kilos,  for 
first-pressing  in  barrels;  cod-liver  oil  is  unchanged,  at  175m. 
per  barrel  for  non-congealing  oil ;  Chinese  wood-oil  on  the 
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spot  is  51m.  per  100  kilos. ;  and  cocoanut  oil  is  very  firm  ajjd 
scarce. 

Oils  (Essential). — Star-aniseed  oil  is  firmer,  at  125m.  per 
kilo.;  peppermint  oil  is  tjuiet,  and  Japanese  is  dull  at  124in. 
per  kilo.,  while  H.G.H.  is  16im.  per  lb. 

Spermaceti  is  firm,  at  190m.  per  100  kiloa. 


Acid,  Carbolic,  remains  firm,  39°  to  40°  C.  being 
quoted  at  6^  d.  per  lb.,  and  34°  to  35°  C.  6d. 

Antimony. — A  further  advance  of  lO.s-.  per  ton  has  taken 
jjlace  in  Japanese  crude,  up  to  15/.  IO.5.  having  been  paid  on 
the  spot,  but  to-day  17/.  is  asked.  English  regulus  is  also 
dearer  at  39/.  per  ton.  In  auction  40  cases  of  Japanese 
crude  were  limited  at  17/.  per  ton 

Areca. — A  fair  quantity  has  changed  hands  at  14s.,  and 
there  is  a  further  seller  at  the  price  in  second-hands. 

Arrowroot. — At  auction  20  barrels  fair  manufacturing 
St.  Vincent  offered  and  sold  at  l^d.  per  lb. 

Arsenic. — The  production  of  arsenic  in  the  United 
Kingdom  during  1903  amounted  to  902  tons,  valued  at 
6,533/.,  compared  with  2,131  tons  during  1902,  valued  at 
19,322/, 

Balsam  Copaiba  is  in  fair  demand,  and  for  filtered 
Maranham  1.?.  Id .  per  lb.  is  quoted  in  barrels. 

Bromides. — A  rumour  was  current  on  'Change  early  in 
the  week  that  the  English  makers  had  advanced  their 
prices  by  2d.  per  lb.,  but  no  confirmation  of  it  was  forth- 
coming. 

Camphor. — At  the  close  of  last  week  the  English  refiners 
advanced  their  price  1(/.,  to  2s.  9d.,  and  a  further  Id.  has 
been  added  this  week,  the  price  for  bells  now  being  2s.  lOd. 
to  2s.  lid.  per  lb.,  but  it  is  said  they  are  not  even  sellers  at 
3.S.  !  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  market  has  taken  a 
strong  upward  turn,  added  to  which  the  German  refiners 
have  temporarily  witlidrav/n  from  the  market ;  and  it  is 
reported  that  a  large  order  has  been  placed  in  London 
at  good  prices  for  Hamburg  account,  which  points  to  the 
fact  of  a  shortage  there.  The  favourable  turn  of  the 
market  shows  that  there  are  a  fair  number  of  second-hand 
holders  with  small  lots  who  are  now  disposed  to  hold  off 
the  market.  Japanese  tablets  have  been  sold  on  the  spot 
at  2.S.  8d.  net,  and  at  2s.  G^d.  to  2s.  Id.,  c.i.f.,  for  Novem- 
ber-December shipment,  in  fair  quantities.  As  we  have 
previously  reported,  it  looks  as  if  the  article  is  in  for  a 
period  of  high  prices  again,  as  no  crude  camphor  is  obtain- 
able. 

Chamomiles. — Prices  from  producing  centres  come  quite 
4.v\  per  cwt.  dearer,  and  dealers  here  have  advanced  their 
pi'ices  accordingly.  Finest  quality  is  practically  unobtain- 
able, and  for  No.  1,  87s.  dd.  to  89.-i.  per  cwt.  is  quoted. 

CocoA-BTJTTER. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  December  6  will  consist  of  90  tons  Van  Houten's,  18 
tons  De  Jong,  and  7  tons  Mignon. 

Copper  Sulphate  has  advanced  a  further  10.?.  per  ton  for 
spot,  ordinary  brands  being  quoted  20/.  10s.  First  quality 
is  unaltered  at  22/.  10s. 

Galls. — The  scarcity  of  Persian  galls  on  the  spot  has 
led  holders  of  blues  to  advance  their  prices  to  70s.  to  75s. 
per  cwt.  The  crop  of  Persian  galls  is  reported  to  be 
short,  consequently  there  are  few  if  any  offers.  The 
quotation  for  Chinese  is  about  52s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Gambier. — The  spot  market  is  almost  bare  of  cubes,  and 
for  arrival  there  are  sellers  of  fair  at  30s.  for  November 
shipment,  and  29s.  6r/.  for  December-January  shipment. 

Glucose  has  advanced  Is.  per  cwt.,  Buffalo  H.  being 
offered  at  lis. 

Isinglass. — At  the  periodical  auctions  on  Tuesday  over 
800  packages  were  offered  and  about  one-third  changed 
hands  at  generally  steady  prices.  Brazil  brought  unaltered 
rates  to  1(/.  per  lb.  lower.  Bombay  purse  was  unaltered 
and  of  leaf  little  was  disposed  of.  Penang  tongue  was 
scarce,  and  full  prices  were  paid,  leaf  being  slow  and 
rather  easier,  and  purse  was  unchanged.  Fine  Saigon 
sold  well,  ordinary  descriptions  being  neglected. 

Oil,  Anise,  Star. — The  spot  price  is  firm  at  5s.  Zd. 
per  lb.,  at  which  retail  sales  have  been  made. 

Oil,  Citronella. — There  is  considerable  scarcity  on  the 
spot,  and  the  price  has  advanced  quite  2d.  per  lb.,  holders 


asking  is.  6f/.  and  in  some  cases  more.  Ten  cases  from 
Singapore,  certified  to  be  genuine  by  the  Government 
analyst,  were  limited  in  the  drug-auction  at  IKd.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — From  Bergen  our  correspondent  writes 
on  November  19  that  the  cod-liver  oil  market  is  quiet  but 
firm,  best  Lofoten  non  congealing  oil  being  scarce  at  165s. 
per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen.  The  exports  from  Bergen  to 
date  amount  to  6.554  barrels,  against  2,240  barrels  at  the 
same  date  last  year.  On  the  London  market  good  New- 
foundland is  quoted  157s.  6r/.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  to  arrive. 
There  is  a  firm  tone  aliout  Norwegian  oil  at  175s.  per 
barrel,  but  it  is  said  that  agents  have  to  submit  all  offers. 
In  the  drug-aurtion  20  barrels  of  good  medicinal  Nor- 
wegian were  taken  out  without  mention  of  price. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus,  is  firm  at  Is.  3f/.  per  lb.  for  good 
B.P.,  and  at  Is.  6d.  for  aiohuhis. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Firmer.  There  has  been  a  good 
demand  both  on  the  spot  and  to  arrive,  upwards  of  200 
cases  having  been  sold,  including  Kobayashi  on  the  spot  at 
from  5s.  lO^f/.  to  6s.,  and  Octolier-November,  h^ovember- 
December,  and  December  -Ianuary  at  5s.,  also  September- 
October  at  5s.  6(/.,  c.i.f.  The  business  is  of  course  specula- 
tive, and  appears  to  be  based  on  reports  that  the  crops  in 
Japan  are  proving  less  than  had  been  anticipated.  It  is 
said  that  one  of  the  largest  importers  has  refused  to  quote 
for  either  oil  or  menthol.  American  H.G.H.  is  firm  at  17s. 
spot,  and  one  importer  asks  17s.  6(/.  For  pure  Wayno 
County  oil  in  tins  15s.  dd.,  c.i.f.,  has  been  paid. 

Oil,  Turpentine. — The  price  for  American  on  the  spot 
closes  at  37s.  dd.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Wood. — Holders  of  Hankow  quality  ask  24s.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Ceylon  Comnnut  is  dd.  per  cwt.  dearer  at 
30s.  for  spot.  British  refined  h'npe  oil  is  firm  at  21s.,  6(/, 
per  cwt.  in  casks  on  the  spot  and  ordinary  brown  in 
barrels  20s.  6d.  Colfonsrrd  is  unaltered  at  from  16s.  6d. 
to  18s.  for  refined;  and  Linseed  is  steady  at  from  15s.  6d. 
to  15s.  9(/.  in  barrels. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  steady,  with  small  sales 
of  druggists'  qualities  at  from  7s.  6d.  to  8s.  per  lb.,  and 
Tokat  seconds  at  from  8s.  6d.  to  9s.  6d.  Persian  opium 
is  firmly  held,  with  an  advancing  tendency,  holders  asking 
12s.  6d. 

S.MYRNA,  November  11. ~  The  sales  this  week  amount  to 
19  cases,  as  follows:  Fifteen  cases  Yorli  for  England,  on'o 
case  Karahissar  for  France,  and  three  cases  ditto  on  specula- 
tive account.  The  following  are  the  quotations:  ('urrent 
talequale,  7s.  to  7s.  2d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  ;  druggists  and  Yerli. 
7.S.  td.  to  7s.  5'/.;  Boghaditz  and  Karahissar,  Is.  bd.  ti> 
8s.  Zd.  Sellers  continue  to  be  very  tenacious,  and  maintain 
a  firm  attitude.  Tliey  hope  American  buyers  will  comu 
forward  next  week  ancl  pay  higher  rates  for  quantity.  The 
weather  continues  favouralile  for  sowing.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  3,923  cases,  against  1,588  cases  at 
the  same  period  last  year. 

Potash  Prussiate  is  firm,  English  make  being  quoted 
at  from  5|-r/.  to  6(/.,  and  Beckton  4gf/.  per  lb.  Soda  is  3J,f/. 
to  3|(/.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — The  market  in  second-hands  still  continues 
inactive,  and  no  sales  have  transpired,  the  nearest  value 
for  December  delivery  being  11(/.  per  oz. 

Saffron. — Advices  from  Spain  report  a  very  firm 
market,  and  importers  quote  from  21s.  bd.  to  23s.  bd. 
per  lb.,  the  latter  price  being  for  finest  B.P.  quality. 

Seeds. — There  is  very  little  demand  for  Russian  Anise, 
but  quotations  are  unchanged  at  19s.  per  cw-t.,  c.i.f.  terms, 
for  old  crop  and  21s.  for  new.  C'aratvai/s  are  firmer  at 
21s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  Dutch  on  the  spot.  It  is  reported 
that  the  ne.xt  crop  will  be  short  owing  to  this  year's 
drought  on  the  Continent.  Canary  is  very  slow  of  sale, 
but  prices  are  maintained  at  75s.  per  qr.  for  Turkish  and 
78s.  for  Mazagan.  Coriander  sells  in  retail  lots  at  19s. 
per  cwt.  for  East  Inaia,  at  24s.  for  Rus.sian,  and  at  30s. 
for  Morocco.  Fenuejreek  has  been  in  more  demand  lately, 
and  business  has  been  done  at  8s.  3rf.  to  8s.  bd.  per  cwt.  for 
.small  lots  of  Morocco.  Cumin  steady  at  19s.  to.  22s.  per 
cwt.  for  fair  to  good  Mogador,  but  there  is  very  little 
demand  for  Malta,  which  is  quoted  at  27s.  bd.  per  cwt. 
Linseed  is  firmer  at  36s.  to  40s.  for  good  to  fine  clean. 

Shellac. — Holders  on  the  spot  are  firm,  and  full  prices 
have  been  paid  for  small  lots.    Futures  have  been  irregular 
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but  clearer,  the  sales  including  January  225.J.  to  228?., 
March  203s.  to  207.s.  per  cwt. 

SncES. — At  auction  no  Jamaica  Ginyer  was  offered,  find 
practically  all  the  ofierings,  which  were  small,  were  bougiit 
in,  including  fair  washed  at  20g.  and  good  bright  Calicut  at 
oOs.  per  cwt.  A  few  cases  of  good  unassorted  cut  C  ochin 
sold  at  46s.  Tellicherry  I'cppcr  was  bought  in  at  5ld..  and 
Aleppy  at  S^d.  On  the  spot  fair  Singapore  is  quoted  6^.. 
and  for  arrival  6d.  has  also  been  paid  for  January -Marcii 
shipment.  Of  WJiiic  pepper  34  bags  were  bought  in  at  9,'//. 
for  fair,  which  is  the  price  asked  privately  ;  and  for  Penang 
8|(Z.  is  quoted  for  fair.  For  arrival  Singapore  has  been  sold 
at  8^d.  for  November  sliipment.  Pimento  was  fimer  at 
auction,  fair  selling  at  2hd.  and  good  at  2^d.  to  2|(,'.  per  lb. 
Chdlies  were  also  firmer,  fair  red  East  Coast  African 
selling  at  40s.  to  40s.  6d.  Ntitmc(;s  and  Mace  were  botli 
quiet,  and  of  the  latter  fair  red  Penang  was  bought  in  at 
Is.  8d.  per  lb.  Cloves  in  auction  sold  at  lOjc/.  for  a 
few  cases  of  good  bright  unpicked  Penang,  and  of  Zanzibar 
170  bales  were  bought  in  at  6g(/.  for  good  fair.  Privately 
the  delivery-market  has  been  firm,  the  sales  including 
October-December  5|-|(/.,  January-March  Sfrf.,  and  March- 
May  5|cZ.  per  lb.    Spot  sold  to-day  at  5|f  r/. 

Starch  Powder  has  advanced  5s.  per  ton,  to  9s.  bd.  ex 
wharf. 

Tragacanth. — Firm.  Druggists'  qualities  have  been  in 
fair  demand  during  the  week  at  from  14^.  to  14/.  10s.  per 
cwt.,  and  good  qualities  can  be  had  at  from  13/.  to  13/.  15s. 

Turmeric  was  held  for  nnich  higher  prices  in  the  drug- 
auction,  a  bic'  of  19s.  bd.  being  refused  for  small  to  extra 
bold  Madras  .Inger  of  bright  coat,  and  for  a  bag  of  small 
finger  lis.  was  paid.  Retail  sales  have  been  made  privately 
at  16s.  to  16s.  bd.  for  good  Calicut,  and  middling  dullish 
finger  at  15s. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Fair  sales  have  been  made  at  57s.  6(/. 
per  cwt.  In  the  drug-auction  50  cases  had  not  arrived  in 
time,  but  the  prices  was  understood  to  be  57s.  bd. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

The  auctions  of  first-hand  drugs  hold  to-day  were  practically 
a  "  record,"  being  concluded  at  mid-day.  The  tone  through- 
out was  dull,  buyers  showing  an  indiftcrent  attitude  for  the 
most  part,  and  a  largo  proportion  of  the  goods  was  bought  in. 
Cape  aloes  met  with  fair  competition  at  a  slight  decline,  and 
Sumatra  benzoin  was  quite  neglected.  Cardamoms  were 
very  dull  of  sale,  and  for  Cascara  rather  easier  prices  wero 
paid.  Ceylon  coca-leaves  wero  in  moderate  supply,  and 
brought  full  rates;  and  for  dragon's  blood,  which  is  scaixe, 
full  prices  were  paid.  Jamaica  honey  was  firmly  held,  but  not 
the  slightest  demand  was  evinced  for  Matto  Grosso  ipecacu- 
anha. Kola  was  unaltered,  and  for  menthol  without  reserve  a 
slight  decline  was  accepted.  Nux  vomica  brought  extreme 
prices  for  what  little  was  offered.  Rhubarb  was  dull  of  sale, 
senna  showed  no  alteration,  and  grey  Jamaica  sarsaparilla 
was  Id.  per  lb.  lower,  although  the  quality  was  not  prime. 
Tonka-beans  of  common  ciuality  sold  at  a  low  figure,  and  for 
good  bleached  Calcutta  wax  dearer  prices  were  paid.  Jamaica 
was  also  firmer,  and  steady  prices  were  paid  for  Madagascar. 
The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  goods  offered  and 
sold  :  — 


Offered  Sold 

Aloes — 

Cape                     49  ...  49 

Ambergris                   1  ...  0 

Antimony  (.Jap. )...    40  ...  0 

Balsam  Peru               2  ...  0 

Benzoin— 

Palembang             25  ...  0 

Siam                       1  ...  0 

Sumatra                 55  ...  5 

Bird-lime                   4  ...  4 

Buchu                       1  ...  1 

Calumba                   45  ...  0 

CannaVjis  iudica  ...     5  ...  0 

Cardamoms              300  ...  '/6 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  150  ...  50 

Chillies                    65  ...  0 

Cinchona                 143  ...  103 

Coca-leaves                 45  ...  2j 

Coloeynth                  5  ...  0 

Coriander                 40  ...  0 

Cumin-seed               10  ...  0 

Cuttle-fish  bone  ...    17  ...  0 

Dragon's  bJood  ...    14  ...  8 


Offered 

Elemi   29 

Ki'got  7 

Fein:  el-seed   10 

Fenugreek    20  . 

Gentian   20 

Gum  arable    82 

Honey — 

Chilian    21  . 

Jamaica   102 

Ipecacuanha- 
Rio  (Matto  Grosso)  18 

Kio  (Minas)    1 

Kino   13 

Kola    10 

Lime-juice   7 

Mastich   3 

Menthol    15 

Musk-seed    1 

Myrrh....   13 

Nux  vomica   6  . 

Gil- 
camphor   50 

cod-liver  (Newt.;    11  , 


Sold 

..  25 

..  0 

,.  10 

.  0 

..  0 

..  12 

.  0 

..  20 

..  0 

..  0 

..  0 

..  8 

..  0 

..  0 

..  10 

..  0 

..  10 


Oil— 
cod-liver 

wegian) 
cinnamon- 
citroneUa 


Offered  Sold 
(Nor- 


-af. 


eucalyptus   10 

lime   3 


jjeppermint    10 

.  60 

,  67 

.  2 

.  3 

.  10 

.  13 

.  3 


wood 
Ox-tongues  . 
Pa)  aw  juice  . 
Pi:  t  chic  s  .... 
Kh.tinv  .... 

Rhubarb  

Sandalwood  . 


Sarsaparilla    50 


Offered  Sold 
  18  ...  0 


20  ...     0         Tinne\elly    45  ...  45 

9  ...     0      Soy    27  ...  0 

10  ...     0      Thyiue-sced    51  ...  0 

0      Tonka-bL-ans   32  ...  32 

3   ;  Turmeric    26  ...  1 

0  Wax  (bees';— 

0         Chinese    1  ...  0 

0         East  Indian    52  ...  23 

0         Itilian    14  ...  0 

0         Jam:  ic  i   24  ...  24 

0  Madagascar    '/3  ...  32 

1  Morocco   50  ...  0 

3  West  Indian    ...  1  ...  1 

50  Wax,  Japanese  ...  50  ...  0 

Aloes. — Cape  aloes,  the  only  description  offered,  was  in 
fair  supply,  and  all  sold,  with  good  competition,  at  about 
Is.  to  Is.  bd.  per  cwt.  lower  prices.  Fair  to  good  hard 
bright  brought  30s.  to  30s.  6f/.,  slightly  soft  and  drossy, 
part  livery,  29s.  to  29s.  bd.,  and  common,  mixed  with  dirt, 
25s.  bd.  per  cwt. 

Benzoin  was  neglected  in  auction,  good  almondy 
Sumatra  seconds  being  held  for  6/.  10s.  per  cwt.  For  5 
cases  of  thirds  87s.  6f/.  was  accepted.  A  case  of  Siam  was 
held  at  5/.  10s.  for  sittings  in  hard  block ;  and  for  Palem- 
bang gum.  of  which  25  cases  wei'e  shown,  the  limit  was 
55s.  for  fair  glassy  seconds. 

Buchu. — The  only  offerings  consisted  of  a  bale  of  good 
green  rounds,  free  from  stalk,  for  which  8(/.  per  lb.  was 
paid. 

Calumba. — A  lot  of  small  to  bold  fair  yellowish  sorts 
was  held  at  20s.  per  cwt.,  a  bid  of  16s.  being  refused. 
Privately  business  has  been  done  at  25s.  for  fair  washed. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Fair  clipped  tops  were  firmly  held  at 
4s.  Zd.,  and  sittings  at  4s.  per  lb. 

Cardamoms  proved  a  very  flat  market,  the  bulk  of 
the  offerings  being  bought  in.  The  prices  paid  for  good 
qualities  were  somewhat  irregular,  but  a  shade  easier, 
while  medium  and  common  showed  no  alteration.  The 
following  rates  were  paid  :  Ceylon-Mysore,  good  bold 
pale.  Is.  10(/.  ;  ditto,  slightly  open.  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  8f/.  ; 
bold  medium  pale.  Is.  1(/.,  Is.  2f/.  ;  small  and  medium  pale, 
l^d.  to  9^(/.  ;  very  small  palish  to  pale,  6-^-f/.  to  7f/.  ; 
ordinary  to  fair  brown  and  split,  b^d .  to  'l-^d.  per  lb.  A 
pile  of  13  ca,ses  sold  cheaply,  without  reserve,  at  from 
7f/.  to  7^(/.  per  lb.  for  small  to  medium  dull  brown.  For 
decorticated  Seed  lid.  was  paid. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Fifty  bags,  said  to  be  one  year  old, 
sold,  without  reserve,  at  36s.  bd.  per  cwt.,  gross  for  net, 
no  discount;  and  for  100  bags  of  fair,  new  crop,  offered  by 
another  broker,  the  limit  was  35s.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — A  parcel  of  40  bales  Hat  Calisaya  bark  was 
held  at  Is.  Id.  for  the  sound,  the  highest  obtainable  bid 
being  ll^rf.  per  lb.  for  good.  Ninety-eight  bales  of  good 
Hat  Maracaibo  bark  sold  at  A^d.  per  lb.  all  round.  The 
auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on  December  15  will  con- 
sist of  8,737  bales  of  Ledgeriana,  Officinalis  and  Hybrid, 
and  2,332  bales  and  538  cases  of  Succirubra,  making  a  total 
of  11,607  packages. 

CocA-LEAVES. — Steady.  Ceylon  of  Huanuco  character 
sold  to  the  extent  of  26  cases,  at  from  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  per 
lb.  for  good  green,  lOc/.  to  lid.  for  medium  to  fair,  part 
shrivelled,  and  6^f/.  to  Bjc/.  for  country-damaged. 

CoLOCYNTH- — For  fair  small  to  bold  Spanish  apple,  part 
seedy.  Is.  per  lb.  was  wanted. 

Cuttle-fish  Bone. — Good  pale  whole  bone  was  held  for 
8c/.  per  lb. 

Dragon's-blood. — Fine  qualities  continue  scarce  and 
much  wanted.  Only  one  case  of  this  description  was 
offered,  and  10/.  was  asked  for  it,  the  quality  being  good 
bright,  rather  seedy  lump.  A  case  of  good  fair  lump, 
rather  dull,  sold  practically  without  reserve  at  9/.  10s. ; 
and  for  7  cases  of  medium,  bag-shaped  lump  11.  10s.  was 
paid.  ,  Good  thin  reed  in  finger,  of  which  7  cases  were 
shown,  was  bought  in  at  9^  5s.  per  cwt. 

Elemi. — A  further  parcel  was  offered  to-day  without 
reserve,  and  sold  at  18s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  for  common  dark 
paste,  and  a  small  lot  of  good  pale  was  bought  in  at 
38s. 
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Eroot. — Fair  bold  sound  Spanish  was  obtainable  at 
1--.  llrf.  per  lb. 

Fennel-seed. — Ten  bags  sold,  without  reserve,  at  14.-'. 
per  cwt.  for  very  dusty. 

Gum  Ar.abic. — The  prices  of  f^oudan  .sorts  remain  firm, 
l)ut  sales  have  only  been  retail.  Five  cases  of  good  small 
to  bold  palish  to  amber  Aden  glassy  sorts  sold  at  28.-^.. 
1  eddish  at  25o;..  red  at  20^.  6<-/..  small  palish  at 
17«.  6d.  to  18.S-.  6c/.,  and  siftings  at  14x.  per  cwt.  Forty 
l>ales  of  fair  palish  to  amber  Turkey  sorts  were  held  at 
27s.  6rf. 

Honey. — Jamaica  was  firmly  held.  Fair  to  good  set  to 
setting  sold  at  from  IQc.  to  21.?.  per  cwt.,  and  for  2  cases 
iif  fair  red  liquid  22.?.  was  paid  ;  while  low  and  fermented 
honey,  without  reserve,  brought  17.?.  Of  Chilian  honey 
21  half-barrels  were  offered,  and  sold,  without  reserve,  at 
from  13?.  bd.  to  IS---'.  6rf.  per  cwt.  for  common  dark  to 
thick  yellow. 

Ipecacuanha. — Exceedingly  slow  of  .sale,  no  business 
whatever  being  done  in  public  auction.  The  brokers' 
limits  ranged  from  5.?.  3f/.  to  5?.  Id.  per  lb.  for  Matto 
Grosso  according  to  cjuality.    No  Cartagena  was  offered. 

Kola. — The  small  lots  offered  sold  at  unaltered  rates. 
Two  bags  of  good  small  West  African,  from  &t.  Thome, 
.sold  at  id.  per  lb.,  and  6  packages  of  small  to  bold  bright 
West  Indian  sold  at  3grf.,  and  dullish  at  3f/.  to  6\d.  per  lb 

Menthol. — In  auction  10  cases  of  Yazava  brand  of  good 
white  and  large  crystals  sold,  without  reserve,  at  from  Q". 
to  8.<.  \d.  per  lb.,  which  compares  with  8?.  to  Qs.  5(1.  paid 
for  Kobayashi  a  fortnight  ago  under  similar  conditions. 
Privately,  however,  the  market  is  firmer,  nothing  being 
obtainable  below  8s.  9(1.  for  Kobayashi,  and  for  January- 
April  shipment  7.?.,  c.i.f.,  has  been  paid  for  fair  quantities. 

Myrrh. — For  4  bales  of  fair  clean  Init  dark  sorts  75s. 
was  paid  without  reserve,  and  for  a  further  6  bags  of 
good  Aden  sorts  90?.  per  cwt.  was  paid,  also  "  without 
reserve." 

Nux  Vomica. — For  the  small  supply  offered  to-day  an 
advance  of  5s.  to  7s.  6(1.  per  cwt.  was  paid.  There  were 
two  buyers  who  ran  up  the  price  to  20.?.  6d.  to  21  5(/.  for 
good  small  to  bold  bright  Madras  seed.  Privately  holders 
are  very  firm,  and  for  shipment  10s.,  c.i.f.,  has  been  paid 
for  Calcutta  seed  for  round  lots  for  manufacturers. 

Oil,  Camphor. — Fifty  cases  of  brown  oil  sold,  without 
reserve,  at  20s.  per  cwt. 

Oil.  Cinnamon. — For  leaf  oil  2|(7.  per  oz.  was  asked. 

Oil,  Lime. — Three  cases  of  fair  West  Indian  distilled — 
all  that  offered — sold  at  Is.  od.  per  lb. 

Papaw-juice. — Two  tins  of  good  quality,  from  Mont- 
.serrat.  were  bought  in  at  10s.  per  lb.  nominally,  a  bid  of 
5--'.  being  refused. 

Rhatany. — For  good  bright  Peruvian,  slightly  c humpy 
as  usual,  6^d.  per  lb.  was  wanted. 

Rhubarb. — Slow  of  sale,  only  one  case  of  round  and  flat 
Canton  pickings  finding  a  buyer  at  9^d.  per  11>. 

Sandalwood. — One  bundle  sold  at  20/.  per  ten. 

Sarsaparilla. — Grey  Jamaica,  of  which  19  bales  were 
offered,  was  about  1(/.  per  lb.  cheaper,  fair  but  rather 
<  oarse  selling  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  and  for  sea-damaged  Is. 
was  paid.  Of  Lrma-Jamaica  24  bales  were  offered,  of 
which  10  sold  at  lO^d.  for  medium  coarse  and  part  tliumpy 
root.  Native  Jamaica,  of  which  7  bales  offered,  was 
Ixiught  in  at  from  8f/.  to  8^(/.  for  ordinary  dull  red.  One 
seron  of  Honduras  brought  lid.  per  lb. 

Senna. — Tinnevelly  was  in  small  supply,  and  all  sold  at 
from  l^d.  to  l^d.  for  ordinary  specky  and  yellowish, 
partly  eea-damaged  leaf.  Fair  to  good  pods,  of  which 
5  bales  only  offered,  sold  at  from  2d.  to  2!^d.  per  lb. 

Tonka  Beans. — For  32  bags  of  common  Para,  part  foxy 
and  reddish,  from  ^^d.  to  5d.  per  lb.  was  paid. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Of  East  Indian  wax  6  cases  of  fair,  part 
soft,  pale  yellow  to  dark  unsorted  Bomljay  sold  at 
5/.  12?.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  7  cases  yellow  and  grey  un- 
l)le.ached  Calcutta  brought  6/.  5s.  per  cwt.  Bleached  Cal- 
1  utta  was  2.?  6x1.  per  cwt.  dearer,  11.  Is.  6d.  per  cvvt.  being 
|>aid  for  15  cases  of  good  white,  and  for  10  cases  of  fair 
slightly  greyish  a  bid  of  6/.  15s.  was  refused,  the  lot  be'ng 
bought  in  at  11.  10.?.    Twenty-two  packages  of  Janiaica 


I  sold  at  from  11.  5s.  to  11.  7s.  6d.  for  fair,  and  II.  2s.  6ii. 
for  dark  brown,  these  prices  being  2s.  6d.  firmer.  Four- 
teen bags  of  fair  Italian  were  bought  in  at  11.  5s.  Mada- 
gascar was  steady.  23  bags  of  good  brown  block  selling  at 
bl.  lis.  6d.  and  9  bags  of  dark  ditto  at  6/.  15s.  per  cwt. 
For  another  lot  of  29  mats  of  good  6/.  17s.  6rf.  wat> 
refused,  the  broker  intimating  sales  at  11.  per  cwt.  A  cas» 
of  West  Indian  (  /'(/  Halifax  sold  at  11.  for  fair. 


Java  Quinine-auction. 

At  tlie  Java  (luiiiiiio-auct ii ui  ln-lil  at  Batavla  on  Noven> 
bcr  18,  8.994  kilos,  of  Ed.  II.  were  ollored,  of  which  479  kilos, 
were  sold  at  an  averagre  of  16^f.  per  kilo  (about  equal  to  an 
Amsterdam  luiit  of  6c.),  against  16.70f.  per  kilo,  at  the  pre- 
vious auction.  The  next  auction  will  be  held  at  Batavitv 
on  December  21. 

Monazite  Sand. 

The  principal  new  feature  in  the  mining-industry  of  thi?> 
Rio  do  Janeiro  district  (says  the  British  Consul  at  Rip),  i* 
the  discovery  of  monazite  sands  in  the  State  of  Espirito 
Santo,  and,  more  recently,  in  Rio  dc  Janeiro.  The  dispute™ 
as  to  rights  of  ownership  in  these  sands,  still  being  argued 
I  between  the  Federal  and  States  (invornments,  affords  au 
instructive  illustration  the  uncertainty  and  ontanglcnriciia 
characteristic  of  all  rights  and  titles  concerning  mining- 
properties  throughout  the  country. 

Honduras  Turpentine. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  a  copy  of  a  draft  agree- 
ment between  the  Acting  Governor  of  British  Honduras  aiiiB 
an  American  gentl(>man.  by  which  the  latter  is  to  jiay  Ic.  each, 
for  the  privilege  of  tapping  12,500,000  pine-trees  for  turpen- 
tine. For  the  concession,  which  is  granted  for  a  period  of 
twenty-six  years.  $125,000  is  to  be  paid  within  a  little  over 
two  years.  "By  the  terms  of  the  concession,  all  piue-products- 
obtainod  by  the  conccssionnairo  will  be  exempt  from  any 
j  export-duty,  and  materials  and  supplies  required  for  use  in 
cutting  or  bleeding  pine-trees,  and  in  the  manufacture  and 
transportation  of  pine-products,  will  be  admitted  free  of 
import-duty.  The  concession  was  sccurecl  primarily  for  tin- 
purpose  of  making  turpiMitinc  and  exporting  the  timber,  bur 
the  enterprises  that  will  develop  later  will  not  be  confineili 
to  the.se  aims.  Tramways,  permanent  roads,  and  agriculture*- 
will  probably  follow,  and  the  opening  of  the  unexplored  lands- 
of  the  Colony  will  be  effected,  or  at  least  largely  advanced. 

Lentisk-leaves. 

A  comparatively  now  and  increasing  business  is  the  im- 
portation of  lentisk-leaves  from  Tunis  to  this  country.  Tiio 
lentisk-tree  is  a  small  shrub,  grt)ws  wild,  is  very  abundant  in 
the  whole  Regency,  and  produces  a  small,  oval,  thin,  grceii 
leaf,  Vv'hich  is  gathered  by  the  natives  and  brouglit  to  the 
market.  Its  prices  in  Tunis  vary  from  8f.  to  9f.  per  100  kilos. 
Tf.e  freight  to  the  United  Kingdom  averages  from  12s.  to  15s_ 
per  ton.  The  lentisk-leaves  alone  are  not  a  powerful  colour- 
ing-agent, and  this  necessitates  their  mixture  with  sumach. 
Ihe  leaves  are  said  to  contain  tannin  to  about  10  to  12  por_ 
cent.  British  firms  prefer  the  leaves  ground,  so  that  most  on' 
the  quantity  intended  for  the  L'nitod  Kingdom  is  shipped  to 
Italy  and  thence  ro-sliipped  in  the  powdered  state.  Durinp 
1903  the  United  Kingclom  received  752  tons  out  of  tht^ 
8,307  tons  exported. 

Soudan  Acacia. 

The  trade  in  acacia  gum  from  tlie  Soudan  shows  an  enf>r- 
mous  increase  during  the  last  few  months,  savs  the  I'.S.  Consull 
at  t!airo.  In  July,  1904.  c.r/..  the  exports  were  2.518.778  lbs., 
valued  at  30,000/.  D\iring  the  insurrection  in  ihe  Soudan, 
and  while  its  markets  were  closed,  gum  was  luiobtainablc- 
from  that  region,  but  in  the  wake  of  conquest  it  began  to  Se 
sliipped  again  in  large  quantities  from  Kordofan.  and  the 
liigli  prices  that  had  been  ol)taine<l  stion  dropped.  Then- 
was  rxpoi-ted  from  Kgvpt  4.160,100  Ib.s.  in  1899,  6.042.050  lbs. 
in  1900.  16.937.550  lbs.'  in  1901,  21,791,000  lbs.  in  1'302,  ant.N 
18.939.747  lbs.  in  1903. 

All  Soudanese  products  are  under  a  particular  disadvantage- 
from  tlu-  ])resent  high  freight-charges  in  the  Nile  Valley.  It 
is  believed  that  the  new  railway  from  Berber  to  llie  Red  Se:a 
j  will  nnitcrially  reduce  this  expense.  It  should  be  furthi-r 
noted  that  the"  gum  from  Senegal  is  admitted  duty-free  into- 
France.  The  gum  is  gathrrcd  in  the  forests  <■(  tlie  Soudan 
and  is  brought  to  Omdurnian,  opposite  Khartoum,  and  i-- 
thcre  packed,  weighed,  and  forwarded  to  C-'airo  or  to  one  "if 
the  seaports.  There  arc  at  present  three  grades  of  gunr 
recognised  by  the  Soudan  Government.  The  first  is  the  "  has- 
hab  genaine  gi^daref."  This  pays  to  the  Government  c.. 
r.iyalty  of  12s.  jier  99  lbs.  The  second  grade,  the  "gezira," 
pays  8«.  bd.,  and  the  third,  the  "talh,"  pays  4.?.  6(/. 
I  A  very  r<>cent  decree  of  the  Soudanese  Government  ha.s- 
I  fixed  the  higiiest  duty  which  can  bo  levied  on  gum  a'f 
20  per  cent,  tnl  ralorim.  but  it  lias  not  yet  arranged  the- 
sliding  scale  on  the  inferior  qualities. 
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^be  pbarmac\>  Bill. 


statement  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society. 

THE  Midland  Pliarmaceutical  Association  opened  its 
session  last  week,  and  the  proceedings  were  briefly  re- 
ported in  our  issue  of  November  19.  The  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  the  principal  guest,  and  late 
in  the  evening  gave  an  address  on  pharmaceutical  topics 
generally — the  greater  part,  however,  being  devoted  to 
the  Pharmacy  Bill.  In  regard  to  this  he  said  he  be- 
lieved the  Government  is  in  favour  of  a  clause  providing 
for  the  registration  of  all  businesses.  Herbalists  wish  a 
clause  to  be  inserted  exempting  them  from  the  clause 
which  provides  that  no  one  shall  dispense  and  compound 
medicines  unless  qualified.  The  Pharmaceutical  Council 
do  not  want  to  interfere  with  herbalists  at  all.  The 
herbalist  trenches  more  upon  the  domain  of  the  medical 
man  than  upon  that  of  the  pharmacist.  If  there  are 
persons  who  prefer  to  go  to  the  herbalist  and  not  to  the 
medical  man  or  the  chemist,  that  is  their  own  affair ;  but 
they  as  pharmacists  could  not  put  any  words  in  their  Bill 
which  would  exempt  the  herbalist  from  the  provisions  of 
the  Act.  They  could  not  have  the  herbalist  mixing, 
making,  or  compounding  medicines.  Then  the  Dispensers' 
Association  had  written  to  members  of  Parliament  asking 
that  the  Bill  should  be  amended  by  the  insertion  of  a 
clause  restricting  dispenserships  in  public  institutions  to 
registered  persons.  Personally  he  hoped  their  own  regis- 
tered licentiates  would  be  engaged  in  public  institutions, 
but  it  is  rather  encroaching  upon  the  domain  of  medical 
men  and  the  Government  service  to  put  such  a  clause  in 
the  Bill,  because  public  institutions  include  Poor  law  dis- 
pensaries. Government  dispensaries  for  the  Army  and 
Naval  hospitals,  and  many  other  dispensaries  with  medical 
men  at  the  head.  The  London  County  Council  has  agreed 
that  all  the  institutions  under  its  care  shall  have  qualified 
chemists,  but  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  does  not  see  its 
way  to  introduce  a  general  clause  into  the  Bill  which  would 
call  forth  the  opposition  of  medical  men. 

The  most  important  clause  in  the  Bill  is  the  seventh, 
which  asks  that  limited-liability  companies  carrying  on 
business  as  chemists  shall  be  subjected  to  the  same  restric- 
tions as  the  individual.  If  three,  four,  or  five  individuals 
are  in  partnership  for  the  sale  of  medicines,  they  have  to 
be  qualified ;  but  if  a  registered  company  is  formed  under 
the  Limited  Liability  Acts,  then  the  law  stated  that  a 
corporation  is  not  a  person,  and  is  exempt  from  the  Act. 
That  clause  has  met  with  tremendous  opposition  in  Parlia- 
ment. The  Bill  has  been  blocked  because  of  it,  and  he 
did  not  think  it  would  make  any  progress  while  that  clause 
remains.  He  had  had  occasion  to  see  two  Government 
Departments  in  connection  with  the  Bill,  and  he  had  been 
told  that  the  Society  is  asking  for  something  that  is  not 
likely  to  be  granted.  The  Lord  Chancellor  has  given  it 
as  his  opinion  that  such  an  enactment  is  a  restraint  on 
trade.  He  suggested,  in  order  to  meet  Government  and 
Parliament,  that  the  clause  should  be  modified,  while  re- 
taining their  belief  that  it  is  fair  and  right  that  the  whole 
of  the  directors  of  a  limited  company  should  be  qualified. 
He  urged  the  Association  to  think  the  matter  over,  for 
the  Government  is  not  inclined  to  help  them  to  the  extent 
of  accepting  Clause  7.  If  it  is  not  possible  to  get  all  the 
directors  qualified  men,  perhaps  they  might  be  able  to 
effect  a  compromise  by  having  the  director  qualified  who 
has  charge  of  the  chemical  department.  There  are  other 
clauses  in  the  Bill  of  great  value.  The  Government,  for 
instance,  is  quite  willing  to  give  them  the  provision  for 
the  better  education  of  the  students,  and  to  meet  them  on 
several  other  points.  While  retaining  the  opinion  that 
limited-liability  companies  should  be  put  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  individuals  if  they  sell  dangerous  poisons,  he  was 
ready  to  say  to  the  Government,  "  What  will  you  give  to 
us  ?  "  It  was  very  wrong  that  companies  should  use  the 
title  of  chemist,  but  there  was  no  help  for  it.  The  House 
of  Lords  had  decided  that  a  corporation  is  not  a  person, 
and  therefore  does  not  come  under  the  clause  which  says 
that  no  person  shall  carry  on  business  or  use  the  title 
"  chemist." 


Cob*=Uvcr  Qil 

Notes  on  the  Colour-tests. 

By  E.  W.  Mann. 

A  drop  of  sulphuric  acid  added  to  a  few  drops  of 
the  oil  on  a  porcelain  slab  develops  a  violet  coloration. 

THESE  are  the  words  describing  the  British  Pharma- 
copceia  colour-test  for  cod-liver  oil,  a  test  concerning 
the  value  of  which  there  has  been  much  dispute.  In  the 
first  place  it  seems  possible  that  discrepancies  may  arise 
from  differences  in  the  manner  of  carrying  out  the  test. 
A  literal  reading  requires  the  acid  to  be  added  to  the  oil 
and  the  whole  left  undisturbed ;  under  these  conditionr; 
I  have  found  that  with  genuine  oils  the  drop  of  at  id 
assumes  a  dark  reddish-brown  colour  with  violet  streaks 
crossing  its  surface.  If  the  mixture  is  now  thoroughly 
stirred,  a  vivid  violet  coloration  will  develop.  There 
seems  little  room  for  doubt  that  this  is  the  result  officially 
intended,  and  in  consequence  a  direction  to  stir  must  be 
read  into  the  B.P.  description.  Working  in  this  manner, 
I  have  never  yet  met  with  a  genuine  steam-prepared  oil 
which  has  failed  to  give  the  violet  coloration,  but,  as 
before  reported  (C.  <£■  D.,  December  5,  1903,  page  939), 
have  found  other  liver  oils  to  give  violet  colours  in  some 
cases  equally  intense  with  that  of  pure  cod-liver  oil. 
Meyer's  test  similarly  does  not  develop  any  intense  tint 
until  the  mixture  is  stirred,  when  a  vivid  salmon-pink  is 
obtained — a  result  which,  as  before  reported,  is  confined 
in  my  experience  to  cod-liver  oil,  and  which  is  invariably 
given  by  such  oil. 

In  view  of  statements  concerning  the  effect  of  age, 
hydrolysis,  etc.,  on  the  colour-reactions  given  by  the  oil 
(6'.  <L-'D.,  January  16,  1904,  page  92),  the  result  of  the 
following  experiments  may  be  of  interest.  Three  samples 
of  oil  prepared  as  under  were  taken  as  representative  of 
varying  conditions  of  the  oil  : 

1.  Selected  livers  were  taken,  carefully  freed  from  gall, 
and  the  oil  rendered  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  80°  C. 
in  three  portions,  each  of  which  was  carefully  refined  and 
filtered.  The  amount  of  free  fatty  acid,  calculated  as  oleic, 
ranged  from  0.19  to  0.25  per  cent. 

2.  Selected  livers  were  placed  in  a  barrel  and  allowed  to 
stand  in  a  warm  place  for  three  months.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  the  livers  were  much  decomposed  and  a  brownish 
oil  had  risen  to  the  surface.  This  was  removed  and  treated 
as  before.    Free  fatty  acid  was  5.02  per  cent. 

3.  A  sample  of  Norwegian  oil,  season  1903,  was  prepared 
in  the  factory  of  Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay, 
Ltd.,  and  contained  0.71  per  cent,  of  free  acid. 

Subjected  to  the  sulphuric-acid  test,  samples  1  and  3  gave 
the  orthodox  coloration ;  sample  2  gave  a  violet  coloration, 
but  the  purity  of  the  colour  was  marred  by  a  strong 
brown  shade.  With  Meyer's  test,  no  difference  could  be 
detected  between  the  three. 

The  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  these  experiments 
and  my  own  experience  seem  to  be  that  while,  given  a 
genuine  oil  prepared  from  fresh  livers,  the  correct  violet 
colour  of  the  B.P.  test  will  always  be  obtained,  it  does 
not  by  any  means  follow  that  the  converse  of  this  is  true  ; 
for,  as  I  have  previously  shown,  a  sample  may  be  largely 
adulterated  or  even  consist  wholly  of  foreign  oil  and  yet 
give  a  perfect  sulphuric-acid  reaction.  Meyer's  test  (which 
I  prefer  to  use  prepared  from  two  vols,  of  nitric  acid  and 
one  vol.  of  sulphuric  freshly  mixed)  has  invariably  in 
my  hands  given  a  vivid  salmon-pink  with  genuine  oils, 
but  although  I  have  yet  to  meet  with  an  adulterant  which 
gives  a  colour  in  any  way  approaching  that  of  the  pure 
oil,  a  reference  to  my  former  communication  will  I  think 
show  that  mixtures  might  be  prepared  which  would  give 
more  or  less  satisfactory  colours  with  this  test. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  to  a  large  extent_  the 
colour-tests  are  of  negative  value,  and  that  while  failure 
to  obtain  the  reaction  or  a  much  modified  reaction  would 
necessarily  imply  adulteration,  on  the  other  hand,  success 
with  the  tests  does  not  absolutely  guarantee  freedom  from 
admixture  of  allied  oils  ;  and  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge  of  cod-liver  oil,  the  safest  course  for  the  retailer 
would  appear  to  be  to  stock  reliable  oil  from  an  authentic 
source. 

Lower  Priory.  Birmingham,  November  21. 
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Z\K  ^nxTapcutical  Society, 

IN  one  of  the  fine  old  wainscoted  rooms  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Hall,  Blackfriars,  E.G.,  this  Society  commenced 
its  third  session  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  November  22.  Sii 
T.  Lauder  Brunton,  M.D.,  the  new  President,  was  in  the 
chair,  and  a  score  of  members  and  visitors  were  present. 
The  Society  up  to  the  present  has  been  restricted  to 
medical  practitioners,  but  a  modification  of  the  rules  was 
agreed  to  which  will  enable  the  Council  to  select  for 
membership  others  who  are  interested  in  therapeutics,  or 
who  may  in  any  other  manner  advance  the  objects  of  the 
Society.  The  Secretary  (Dr.  T.  E.  B.  Brown)  read  a 
paper  by  Dr.  Gordon  Sharp,  of  Leeds,  on 

Curare. 

This  was  long  and  chiefly  physiological,  but  of  decided 
interest  to  pharmacists,  and  we  indicate  generally  its 
scope.  The  first  part  was  historical,  and  in  this  the 
author  told  all  that  is  known  of  this  arrow-poison  from  the 
time  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  got  some  of  it  from  the  Macoushi 
Indians  up  to  1902,  when  there  was  still  doubt  as  to  what 
the  active  constituent  really  is.  The  Indians  have  kept 
their  secret  well,  and  although  of  recent  years  it  has  been 
the  common  belief  that  some  part  of  Stnjchnos  toxifera, 
Schomb.,  is  the  active  constituent,  there  has  been  no  direct 
proof  of  it.  A  German  alkaloid-maker  sent  out  an  expert 
to  South  America  some  years  ago,  but  he  drew  a  blank. 
Not  so,  however,  the  English  traveller,  Mr.  J.  J.  Quelch, 
who  in  1902  obtained  from  an  Indian  chief  information 
which  enabled  him  to  get  specimens  of  the  plant  chiefly 
used,  and  these,  with  the  poisoned  darts,  he  sent  home 
to  Dr.  Sharp.  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  botanical  adviser 
to  the  General  Medical  Council  (so  the  author  put  it), 
ideritified  these  as  yielded  by  S.  toxifera.  Dr.  Sharp 
found  curarine  in  the  bark,  but  none  in  the  wood 
or  leaves.  The  alkaloid  decomposes  on  exposure,  and 
the  commercial  product  only  contains  9  to  11  per  cent, 
of  it.  It  does  not  crystallise ;  it  exists  in  the  bark  as  sul- 
phate, and  the  salicylate  is  crystalline  and  stable.  Speci- 
mens were  handed  round.  The  author  considers  the  alka- 
loid too  uncertain  to  use.  He  described  very  fully  its 
physiological  action  as  determined  by  experiments  on 
frogs,  and  showed  how  this  differs,  as  regards  the  terminals 
of  motor  and  sensory  nerves,  from  strychnine.  The  thing 
that  most  resembles  curarine  is  delpho-curarine  froni 
Delphiniii/n  Scrophulorum,  a  Mexican  plant.  Comparisons 
were  also  made  with  ditaine,  alstonine,  aconite,  albumose 
(snake-poisons),  and  diphtheria  toxin,  all  of  which  have  a 
similar  but  milder  toxic  action.  Incidentally  the  author 
mentioned  that  he  has  found  a  1-in-lO  tincture  of  grey  sassa- 
fras (CryiJtocaryd)  excellent  for  colds.  The  paper  was 
rather  long  and  elicited  little  discussion,  but  the  President 
said  it  was  valuable,  and  might  lead  to  something;  e.g.,  he 
suggested  that  alstonine  may  be  a  good  thing  for  the  in- 
tolerable itching  over  the  whole  body  which  accompanies 

Mr.  C.  G.  Moor,  M.A.,  F.I.C.,  then  gave  the  gist  of 
an  investigation  which  he  has  just  completed  on 

Br.'VNdy. 

While  submitting  data  as  the  result  of  analyses  of  a  large 
number  of  brandies,  and  particulars  of  the  methods  of 
examination  and  what  Pharmacopoeias  say  about  brandy, 
he  suggested  that,  owing  to  the  possibility  of  brandies 
being  made  to  fit  any  analytical  standard  which  may  be 
fixed,  the  best  plan  to  ensure  purity  would  be  to  have  the 
factories  officially  inspected  and  the  brandies  sent  on  the 
market  with  official  guarantee.  Mr.  Moor  also  suggested 
a  modification  of  the  B.P.  monograph  under  Spt.  Vini 
Gallici,  to  ensure  that  the  brandy  is  of  the  pot-still  kind, 
and  recommended  the  "Orion"  brand,  an  Australian 
brandy  which  is  bottled  under  Government  guarantee.  The 
object  of  the  paper  was  to  elicit  opinions  in  regard  to  what 
the  action  of  brandy  is  due  to,  and  this  brought  an 
interesting  speech  from  the  President,  who  pointed  out 
that  wines  differ  in  their  effects,  some  making  for  joy  and 
others  for  sadness.  Brandies  may  similarly  vary,  but  he 
would  not  commit  himself  to  any  theory  as  to  the  basis  of 
physiological  action.  Mr.  E.  Berdoe,  Mr.  Vinrace,  and 
Mr.  MacEwan  also  spoke. 


Colonial  an^  Jforeion  IRcwa, 

Creolin  in  Germany. — The  firm  William  Pearson,  Ham- 
burg, has  issued  a  circular  to  the  trade  in  Germany  remind- 
ing them  that  "  Creolin  "  is  a  protected  word,  and  that  not 
only  is  its  use  for  imitations  and  substitutes  forbidden, 
but  also  it  may  not  be  used  either  in  writing  or  on  printed 
labels  for  Pearson's  creolin  repacked  by  retailers. 

Drawback  on  Milk  Powder. — The  "  Gaceta  de  Madrid  " 
for  November  5  contains  the  text  of  a  Royal  Order,  dated 
October  31,  1904,  providing  that  on  the  exportation  of 
milk  powder  manufactured  in  Spain  a  drawback  in  respect 
of  the  duty  paid  on  the  sugar  used  in  its  manufacture  shall 
be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  4  pesetas  per  100  kilos,  of  milk 
powder,  in  accordance  with  Article  11  of  the  Law  of 
December  19,  1899. 

Pharmacy  in  Egypt. — We  recently  reported  that  in 
reply  to  a  deputation  of  chemists  the  Director  of  the 
Sanitary  Administration  promised  to  consider  the  objec- 
tions raised  against  the  new  Pharmacy  Law  and  consented 
to  postpone  the  enforcement  thereof  until  December. 
Considerable  surprise  has  now  been  caused  among  the 
chemists  by  the  official  announcement  since  made  that  all 
persons  desiring  to  obtain  an  authorisation  to  sell  drugs 
and  poisonous  substances  are  required  to  comply  with 
certain  provisions,  as  to  registers,  labels,  renewal  of 
licences,  and  examination,  of  the  Decree  of  December  15, 
1904.    This  precipitancy  is  quite  inexplicable. 

Danish  Pharmacy  Prize. — For  the  purpose  of  advancing 
scientific  pharmacy,  a  gentleman  has  put  500kr.  at  the 
disposal  of  the  assistants'  Association  as  a  prize  for  a 
scientific  work  done  by  a  pharmacist  holding  a  situation 
in  a  pharmacy.  Two  subjects  for  this  work  have  been 
selected  by  teachers  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Institute  in 
Copenhagen — viz.,  (1)  Examination  of  the  saturation-tem- 
perature and  critical-solution  temperature  of  different  sub- 
stances, with  regard  to  impurities  often  found  in  com- 
mercial products  and  with  as  pure  substance  as  possible ; 
(2)  a  quantitative  examination  of  the  alkaloidal  content  of 
Ext.  belladonnas  or  Ext.  hyoscyami  and.  founded  on  this, 
an  examination  of  the  matter  and  materials  best  adapted 
to  the  production  of  these  extracts.  Failing  either  of 
these  subjects,  the  candidate  may  submit  a  dissertation 
on  a  subject  chosen  by  himself. 

Chemists'  Assistants  in  Denmark.- — After  nearly  three 
years'  discussion  an  agreement  between  Danish  chemists 
and  the  assistants'  Association  has  been  arranged  just  when 
everything  was  ready  for  a  strike.  According  to  the  agree- 
ment, each  assistant  is  to  have  a  fortnight's  holiday  every 
year ;  in  the  event  of  this  not  being  possible  owing  to 
special  reasons,  he  will  get  double  the  salary  during  the 
time.  It  is  further  agreed  that  the  number  of  apprentices 
in  any  pharmacy  in  future  shall  not  exceed  that  of  the 
examined  assistants.  As  regards  salary,  chemists  are 
divided  into  four  classes,  corresponding  to  the  receipts 
from  prescription-dispensing.  A  chemist  with  returns  of 
less  than  7,000  Kr.  from  this  source,  and  newly  erected 
pharmacies  in  the  first  year,  are  not  subject  to  the  agree- 
ment, but  the  others  are  to  be  scaled  as  follows  : 

Annual  Avge.       Avge.  Working- 

Pre.scription-receipts.  Salary.       hours  Weekly. 

Class!...    7,000-14,000  kr.  1.620  kr.  60 

Class  2  ...  14.000-21,000  kr.  1.750  kr.  58 

Class  3  ...  21.000-28.000  kr.  1.850  kr.  56 

Class  4  ...  28,000  kr.  and  over  1,900  kr.  54 
In  case  of  disagreement  between  the  Associations  and 
their  members,  and  in  event  of  any  deadlock,  the  matter 
is  to  be  decided  by  a  court  of  arbitration.  Both  parties 
bind  themselves  in  writing  to  agree  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Court,  besides  renouncing  the  right  to  go  to  courts  of 
law  with  the  matter.  The  members  of  the  chemists'  Asso- 
ciation are  bound  in  future  to  engage  and,  if  possible,  give 
work  only  to  assistants  who  are  members  of  the  assistants' 
Association.  Members  of  the  latter  who  seek  situations 
are  bound  in  future  only  to  take  them  with  members  of 
the  chemists'  Association  and  if  possible  only  to  remain 
in  such  situations.  The  agreement  dates  from  November  1, 
1904,  and  remains  good  until  May  1,  1915,  but  the  arrange- 
ment as  regards  working-hours  may  be  revised  on  May  1. 
1910. 
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Corner  for  Stubents, 

"  Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 

Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  ad- 
dressed 10  the  hdiior  oi'  •'  ine  chemisi  ana  uruggisi,'' 
Vi  Cannon  istreet,  Lonoon,  L.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and 
addresses  or  tne  writers,  not  necessarily  tor  puoiieation. 
The  reports  oi  those  who  ignore  this  ruie  are  liaoie  not 
10  be  dealt  with. 


Qualitative  Analysis  for  Junior  Students. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  will  comprise  acids  and  inorganic  bases  occur- 
ring in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  is  to  be  submitted 
to  a  thorough  systematic  examination,  all  its  constituents 
are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  sub- 
stances detected  are  the  only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelojie,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday,  November  29, 
and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following  day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  Decem- 
ber 10.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of  the 
work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  acci- 
dental impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential 
constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Special  Note. — The  analysis  announced  above  forms  the 
second  exercise  in  our  analytical  tournament  for  the  current 
winter  session.  The  usual  monthly  first  and  second  prizes 
in  this  series  of  analyses  will  be  awarded  only  to  appren- 
tices or  assistants  who  are  preparing  for  the  Qualifying 
examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
or  of  Ireland,  which  fact  must  he  attested  on  their  reports. 
Students  who  adopt  a  now,  de  flume  must  adhere  to  it 
throughout  the  tournament. 

Reports. 

The  powder  distributed  to  students  on  October  26  con- 
sisted of  equal  parts  by  weight  of  potassium  aluminium 
sulphate  (potash  alum),  ammonium  ferric  sulphate  (iron 
alum),  and  manganous  sulphate.  The  calculated  composi- 
tion of  such  a  mixture  is — 


Al    1.9 

Fe    3.9 

Mn    6.6 

K    2.8 

NH   1.2 

SO   38.3 

H.0   45.3 


100.0 

The  powder  also  contained  a  trace  of  chloride  as  impurity. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  sixty  students, 
and  thirty-one  reports  were  sent  in  for  examination. 

The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  various  constituents 
of  the  powder  were  :  (a)  Metallic  radicals — Iron,  1 ;  alu- 
minium, 14 ;  manganese,  9 ;  potassium,  6 ;  ammonium,  14. 
(6)  Sulphuric  acid  radical,  1.  Eleven  students  failed  to 
observe  the  abundant  evolution  of  water  (amounting  to 
nearly  one-half  the  weight  of  the  mixture  used)  when  the 
powder  was  heated  in  a  dry  test-tube. 

While  simple  enough  in  its  way  as  essentially  an  iron- 
group  mixture,  this  month's  exercise  presented  features 
which  proved  to  be  difficulties  to  a  number  of  our  corre- 
spondents ;  as,  for  example,  the  relatively  small  proportions 
of  aluminium  and  of  ammonium  present.  Several  points 
which  arose  in  the  preliminary  examination  deserve  a  few 
words  of  comment  in  the  first  place. 


The  odour  of  sulphurous  anhydride,  which  was  recog- 
nisable at  a  certain  stage  in  the  heating  of  the  powder  in  a 
dry  tube,  led  one  or  two  students  to  suspect  the  presence  of 
a  sulphite,  but  the  odour  was  mainly  due  to  sulphurous 
anhydride  evolved  during  the  decomposition  of  the  iron 
alum  and  the  manganous  sulphate,  which,  like  many  other 
(but  not  all)  sulphates,  yield  this  gas  alohg  with  other 
products  when  strongly  heated. 

When  a  portion  of  the  powder  was  moistened  with  hydro- 
chloric acid  and  held  on  a  platinum  wire  in  the  Bunsen 
flame  a  green  colour  was  imparted  to  the  flame.  This 
colour  was  due  to  manganous  chloride,  but  it  led  some 
students  to  conclude  that  boric  acid  or  barimn  was  present, 
and,  all  too  readily,  to  discover  other  evidence  in  support 
of  that  conclusion. 

The  "  hepar  "  test  (which  consists  in  strongly  heating  a 
substance  with  sodium  carbonate  on  charcoal  and  testing 
the  residue  for  sulphide)  was  found  to  give  a  well-marked 
positive  result,  and  this  result  was  adduced  by  one  or  two 
students  as  a  proof  of  the  presence  not  merely  of  "  sulphur 
in  some  form,"  but  of  sulphate.  This  was  not  justifiable, 
however,  since  sulphur  itself  and  other  sulphur  compounds 
besides  sulphates  would  yield  a  similar  result.  It  may  not 
be  amiss  to  mention  here  that,  as  most  charcoals  contain 
quite  sensible  traces  of  sulphur  compounds,  care  must  be 
taken  not  to  attribute  to  a  substance  under  examination  a 
constituent  really  derived  from  the  charcoal. 

In  the  systematic  analysis  a  number  of  students  met  with 
difficulty  m  dealing  with  aluminium  and  manganese.  The 
quantity  of  the  former  metal  present  was  small,  and  when 
It  was  precipitated  from  an  acid  solution,  by  means  of  am- 
monia, in  the  form  of  hydroxide,  the  precipitate  was  liable  to 
be  overlooked  in  consequence  of  its  translucent  character ; 
while  the  fact  that  aluminium  hydroxide  is  distinctly 
soluble  in  excess  of  ammonia  certainly  led  some  students 
into  error,  since  the  quantity  of  ammonia  they  added  was 
sufficient  to  retain  the  whole  of  the  hydroxide  in  solution. 
As  regards  manganese,  the  filtrate  obtained  on  removing 
the  ferric  and  aluminium  hydroxides  which  had  been  pre- 
cipitated by  means  of  ammonium  chloride  and  ammonia, 
failed  in  several  instances  to  yield  any  precipitate  on  the 
addition  of  ammonium  hydrosulphide,  from  which  it  was 
concluded  that  manganese  was  absent.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  manganese  is  always  liable  to  be  more  or  less  com- 
pletely precipitated  in  such  cases,  along  with  iron  and 
aluminium,  unless  special  precautions  (such  as  the  adoption 
of  the  barium-carbonate  separation  of  the  iron  group)  are 
taken  to  prevent  this;  but  even  if  completely  precipitated 
its  presence  in  the  precipitate  is  so  easily  recognised,  from 
the  green  colour  of  the  manganate  formed  on  fusing  with 
sodium  carbonate  and  potassimn  nitrate,  that  total  failure 
to  detect  it  ought  to  be  much  less  common  than  it  is. 

The  rather  numerous  failures  in  detecting  the  ammonium 
salt  were  mostly  due  to  the  fact  that  boiling  with  solution 
of  sodium  hydroxide  and  testing  for  ammonia  by  smelling 
the  contents  of  the  tube,  do  not  constitute  a  sufficiently 
delicate  test. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
H.  W.  Freshney,  21  Lorrimore  Square,  Kennington 
Park,  S.E. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
H.  ScHOFiELD,  348  Kennington  Road,  S.E. 

First  Prize.— Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price 
not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first 
prize. 

Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about 
five  shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 
The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
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to  write  at  once  to  tlie  Publisher,  naming  the  book  or  books 
they  select. 

Marks  awarded  for  Analyses. 


1.  Correspondents  who  are  unqualified  : 


H.  W.  Freshne'y  (1st  prize)  98 
H.  Sohofield  {2nd  prize)...  94 

A.  E..  S  93 

Pharmacy  92 

Rouge  '  ...  91 

Phosphorus...   89 

Ipecac  88 

J.  W.  B  86 

Xenon  82 

A.  McD.  Redwood       ...  76 

R.  W.  B  75 

Mac  74 

Keiro  71 


Ambitious  ... 

J.  S.  W.  ... 

Cujus... 

Lucifer 

VV.  P.  P.  ... 

C.  H.  M.  ... 

Ian   

T.  W.  Edwards 

Squill  

Maney 

Onyx... 

V.  L.  Blav  ... 

F.  Rus,seli  ... 


2.  Correspondents  who  are  qualified,  or  who  have  not 
stated  that  they  arc  unqucdificd  : 


Alcohol 
Danwer 
Norvic 


.  85 
.  84 
.100 


Ooma. . 
Snave 


To  Correspondents. 


A.  E.  S. — It  does  not  appear  from  your  report  that  you 
tested  either  for  chromium  or  for  zinc.  The  iron  was  present 
in  the  powder  as  ferric  salt  only. 

Pharmacy. — When  testing  for  acid  radicals,  the  precipitate 
which  you  obtained  on  boiling  a  neutral  solution  with  calcium 
chloride,  and  which  you  mistook  for  calcium  benzoate,  con- 
sisted of  calcium  sulphate. 

Rouge. — It  was  not  correct  to  report  that  hydrogen  sul- 
phide did  not  produce  any  precipitate  in  the  hydrochloric- 
acid  solution  of  the  powder.  A  whitish  precipitate  of  sulphur 
was  produced,  which  indicated  the  presence  of  an  oxidising 
agent — a  ferric  salt  in  this  case. 

Phosi'HORus. — You  do  not  seem  to  have  attempted  any 
separation  of  aluminium  from  iron,  and,  although  you  report 
the  former  present,  you  do  not  give  any  sufKcient  evidence 
for  its  presence.  It  was  not  possible  to  test  for  aluminium 
by  adding  sodium  phosphate  to  the  original  solution,  since 
the  ferric  salt  present  gave  with  this  reagent  a  precipitate  of 
ferric  phosphate. 

Ipecac  and  Snave. — It  is  advisable  only  to  add  ammonia  in 
the  smallest  possible  excess  when  testing  by  means  of  this 
reagent  for  the  presence  of  aluminium  in  an  acid  solution, 
since  the  precipitate  of  aluminium  hydroxide  dissolves  to  a 
quite  appreciable  extent  in  ammonia  solution. 

J.  W.  B.,  Xenon,  and  Others.^You  should  not  have  failed 
to  detect  the  presence  of  an  ammonium  salt  had  you  tested 
for  it  in  the  manner  which  has  been  described  repeatedly  in 
this  column — i.e.,  by  grinding  up  a  portion  of  the  powder  with 
two  or  three  times  its  weight  of  soda  lime,  moistening  the 
mixture  on  a  watch-glass  with  two  or  three  drops  of  con- 
centrated solution  of  sodium  hydroxide,  covering  it  with 
another  watch-glass,  to  the  concave  side  of  which  a  piece  of 
moistened  red  litmus  paper  has  been  made  to  adhere,  and 
allowing  the  whole  to  stand  for  a  few  minutes.  Heating  in 
a  test-tube  with  sodium-hydroxide  solution  is  not  a  delicate 
mode  of  applying  the  tost. 

A.  McD.  Redwood.— After  the  addition  of  nitric  acid  to  a 
ferrous  solution  it  is  advisable  to  boil  the  mixture  in  order 
to  ensure  complete  conversion  of  the  ferrous  into  ferric  salt. 
The  formation  of  a  white  precipitate  on  heating  a  solution 
with  ammonium  molybdate  is  usually  due  to  the  separation 
of  molybdic  acid  and  not  to  the  presence  of  a  phosphate.  The 
characteristic  phospho-molybdate  precipitate  is  yellow. 

R.  W.  B. — The  odour  of  chlorine  evolved  on  heating  the 
powder  with  black  manganese  oxide  and  sulphuric  acid  was 
almost  certainly  due  to  the  presence  of  chloride,  as  impurity, 
in  the  manganese  oxide.  Try  a  blank  experiment  with  the 
oxide  and  sulphuric  acid  alone. 

J  ^-^C-r^You  seem  to  have  supposed  that  the  precipitate  pro- 
duced by  adding  excess  of  ammonia  to  the  original  solution 
might  contain  zinc,  and  also  that  the  latter  metal  alone  gives 
a  white  precipitate  with  potassium  ferrocyanide.  Zinc  hy- 
droxide is,  however,  soluble  in  excess  of  ammonia,  and  ma'n- 
ganous  ferrocyanide  is  a  white  insoluble  substance 

KEIRO.—In  the  known  presence  of  sulphates  calcium 
chloride  should  not  be  added  to  a  solution  as  a  test  for  oxalate  • 
solution  of  calcium  sulphate  is  the  correct  rea^-ent  Your 
supposed  calcium  oxalate  was  simply  calcium  sulphate.  See 
also  the  reply  to  Pharmacy." 

Ambitious.— Recognition  of  the  presence  of  a  sulphide  in 
the  residue  from  fusion  on  charcoal  only  indicated  the  pre- 
sence of  "sulphur  in  some  form"  in  the  original  powder 
but  did  not  prove  that  it  had  been  present  as  sulphate.  See 
also  the  general  remarks. 

J.  S.  W. — The  precipitate  of  ferric  and  aluminium  hy- 
droxides was  certain  to  contain  some  manganese  hydroxide, 


and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  you  failed  to  observe  the 
green  colour,  due  to  manganate,  after  fusing  this  precipitate 
with  sodium  carbonate  and  potassium  nitrate. 

W.  P.  P. — We  made  repeated  trials  to  get  a  metallic  film 
from  the  powder,  and  we  also  tried  to  obtain  any  evidence 
of  the  presence  of  zinc,'  but  entirely  without  success.  Did' you 
employ  for  the  film  test  a  piece  of  asbestos  which  had  not 
been  used  previously?  The  precipitate  produced  when  the 
powder  was  boiled  with  water  consisted,  as  you  supposed,  of 
basic  ferric  sulphate.    See  also  the  reply  to  "  Ambitious." 

Squill. — If  you  will  prepare  for  yourself  a  mixture  of 
tannic  acid,  iron  acetate,  and  potassium  sulphate,  you  will 
find  it  to  possess  properties  strikingly  different  from  those  of 
the  powder  sent  you.  A  check  of  this  kind  upon  one's  work 
is  often  of  real  benefit,  as  some  of  our  most  careful  corre- 
spondents have  found  from  experience. 

Maney  and  Danwer. — The  precipitate  which  you  mistook 
for  calcium  citrate  consisted  of  calcium  sulphate.  See  also 
the  reply  to  "  Keiro." 

Onyx. — You  do  not  report  having  applied  any  test  for 
manganese,  and  the  test  for  chromium  which  you  report  did 
not  give  any  positive  result  in  our  hands.  See  also  the 
reply  to  "  Maney." 

V.  L.  Blay. — A  few  carefully  conducted  and  correctly  inter- 
preted preliminary  tests  should  have  materially  assisted  you 
in  your  analysis.  The  value  of  a  preliminary  examination  is 
too  often  underestimated  by  students. 

F.  Russell. — Examination  of  the  powder  by  the  aid  of  a 
pocket  lens  would  have  shown  you  that  its  yellowish  colour 
was  not  due  to  the  presence  of  powdered  potassium  bichro- 
mate. The  evidence  you  adduce  did  not  justify  the  conclusion 
that  the  powder  contained  borax. 

Alcohol. — It  is  unfortunate  that  you  omitted  to  test  for 
an  ammonium  salt,  as  it  is  unlikely  that  you  would  have 
failed  to  obtain  evidence  of  its  presence. 

Ooma. — When  you  wish  to  test  a  solution  for  an  oxalate  in 
presence  of  a  sulphate,  add  calcium  sulphate  and  allow  the 
mixture  to  stand  for  some  time  in  the  cold.  This  reagent 
will  not  yield  a  precipitate  of  calcium  sulphate,  whereas  a 
solution  of  calcium  chloride  may.  Wo  hammer  away  at  this 
difficulty  two  or  three  times  a  year,  but  it  reappears  as  a 
hardy  perennial  with  undiminished  vigour. 

The  Ionisation  Articles. 

The  competition  for  the  prizes  which  we  offered  in  our 
issue  for  September  24  for  the  best  answers  to  the  set  of 
questions  founded  on  the  series  of  articles  entitled  "  Salts, 
and  the  Ionisation  Theory."  which  appeared  during  July, 
August,  and  September,  has  not  attracted  many  students, 
only  five  papers  having  been  sent  in.  The  writers  of  most 
of  these  papers  have  shown,  however,  a  very  creditable 
knowledge  of  the  bearings  of  the  ionisation  hypothesis  in 
so  far  as  the  points  dealt  with  in  the  questions  are  con- 
cerned, and  they  have  given  evidence  of  having  read  the 
articles  attentively.  We  now  have  pleasure  in  announcing 
the  awards,  and  the  marks  gained  by  each  competitor. 

The  prize  offered  to  qualified  students  has  been  awarded 

to 

David  Murray,  32  East  Preston  Street,  Edinburgli. 
The  prize   offered   to   unqualified   students   has  been 
awarded  to 

C.  H.  Hampshire,  19  Brook  Street,  llkley,  Yorks. 


Marks  gained  by  Competitors. 


Qualified. 

David  Murray 
W.  P.  A. 


V nquni ifi  ed . 

76       C.  H.  Hampshire... 

18    ,    W.  B  

I   A.  McD.  R  


71 
67 
56 


C.  H.  Hampshire. — We  shall  likely  take  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  outlining  in  this  column  the  answers  to  the  various 
questions  Here,  however,  is  the  answer  to  Question  4  (a), 
which  was  not  correctly  answered  by  any  competitor:  Mer- 
curic cyanide  is,  no  doubt,  ionised  to  some  extent  in  aqueous 
solution,  but  the  degree  of  ionisation  is  so  exceedingly  small 
that  the  concentration  of  the  mercuric  ions  in  the  solution  is 
less  than  that  of  the  mercuric  ions  in  a  saturated  solution  of 
mercuric  iodide,  and  hence,  when  potassium  iodide  is  added, 
there  is  not  so  much  mercuric  iodide  formed  as  the  water 
present  can  dissolve,  and  no  precipitate  of  mercuric  iodide 
is  laroduced.  When  hydrochloric  acid  is  added  to  a  solution 
of  mercuric  cyanide,  hydrogen  ions  and  cyanogen  ions  unite 
to  form  a  certain  concentration  of  non-ionised  hydrocyanic- 
acid  molecules,  whereby  the  concentration  of  the  mercuric 
ions  is  increased  so  as  to  be  greater  than  that  of  the  mercuric 
ions  in  a  saturated  solution  of  mercuric  iodide,  and  hence, 
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when  potassium  iodide  is  added,  moi'e  mercuric  iodide  is 
produced  than  the  water  present  can  dissolve,  and  pi'ecipita- 
tion  takes  place.  The  fact  that  the  solubility  of  mercuric 
iodide  in  water  is,  roughly,  one  in  two  million,  may  aid  you 
in  appreciating  how  very  slightlv  ionised  mercuric  cyanide 
must  be.  If  you  still  have  difficulty  with  this  or  with  any  of 
the  other  questions,  kindly  let  us  know. 


Soutb  african  IRews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note. — The  Chemist  and  Drdggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies 
in  British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 
.  .     Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Natal. 

A  Patent-medicine  Dispute.— An  action  was  recently 
decided  in  the  Durban  Civil  Court  in  which  the  American 
Medicine  Co.,  of  Cape  Town,  sued  Messrs.  Stantial  & 
AUerston,  chemists,  Maritzburg,  for  54/.  3.s-.,  being  the 
amount  of  a  promissory  note  and  bank-charges.  The  note 
was  dishonoured  on  presentation  at  the  Natal  Bank. 
Albert  AUerston,  the  defendant,  in  his  evidence  said  he 
gave  the  promissory  note  produced  for  goods  from  the 
plaintiff  company.  The  traveller  (named  Jordon).  when 
he  bought  the  goods,  told  him  the  medicines  would  be 
advertised  in  the  local  papers  for  years.  Witness  gave  an 
order  for  a  gross  each  of  "  Wiiie  of  Cardin,"  "Ross's 
Life  Pills,"  "Dream  Salve,"  and  "  Chetford's  Black 
Draught."  He  only  sold  half-a-dozen  of  the  "Wine  of 
Cardin  "  and  a  quarter  of  a  dozen  of  "  Dream  Salve."  He 
had  the  balance  of  the  medicines  in  stock.  He  instructed 
his  bankers  to  refuse  payment  of  the  promissory  note. 
Mr.  Frank  E.  Turner,  chemist,  Maritzburg,  deposed  that 
he  also  had  some  dealings  with  Jordon.  He  ordered  some 
medicines  from  him,  and  gave  a  promissory  note  for  180/. 
This  note  had  fallen  due,  but  he  did  not  pay  it  because 
of  the  traveller's  misrepresentation.  Jordon  had  repre- 
sented (as  in  Mr.  Allerston's  case)  that  he  was  going  up- 
country  and  would  send  in  orders  that  would  effect  a 
clearance  of  all  the  medicines  witness  bought.  Jordon  also 
made  large  promises  about  advertising.  Witness  had  sold 
only  a  few  odd  bottles  of  the  medicines.  Corroborative 
evidence  was  given,  and  the  business-manager  of  a  local 
paper  was  called  to  prove  that  only  a  few  advertisements 
relating  to  the  medicines  in  question  had  appeared.  Mr. 
J.  J.  Jordon,  representing  the  defendants,  denied  that 
there  were  any  conditions  of  sale.  He  also  denied  that 
he  had  promised  to  send  orders  or  to  advertise  his  goods 
for  any  length  of  time.  Ultimately  judgment  was  given 
for  the  plaintiffs  for  19.s.  IQcl.  tendered  by  the  defendant 
and  the  return  of  the  unsold  goods — plaintiffs  to  pay  costs. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

At  present  the  public  are  being  amused  by  a  "  slanging- 
match "  in  the  local  papers  between  two  rival  mineral- 
water  manufacturers.  One  of  them  assures  the  public  that 
if  they  cannot  get  his  waters,  they  had  better  drink  im- 
ported waters.  The  other  one,  a  longer-established  maker, 
relies  upon  the  good  name  his  manufactures  have  always 
borne,  and  leaves  the  public  to  decide  for  themselves. 

Bloemfontein  Water-supply. — Some  time  ago,  in  order 
to  cope  with  the  growth  of  the  town,  the  Town  Council 
built  a  new  reservoir,  and  recently  the  water  from  this  was 
turned  into  the  town  main.  Samples  were  analysed  by  the 
Government  analyst,  who  reported  unfavourably  upon  it. 
He  found  considerable  contamination,  due  to  the  filter- 
beds  not  being  thoroughly  matured.  The  Town  Council 
have  issued  a  notice  urgently  requesting  all  users  of  water 
to  boil  it  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes  before  using  for 
drinking  or  cooking  purposes.  This  is  most  unfortunate  : 
the  summer  season  is  coming  on,  and  a  serious  outbreak  of 
enteric  fever  may  be  the  result. 


Transvaal. 

For  the  eight  months  ended  August,  1904,  the  imports 
of  drugs  and  chemicals  into  the  Transvaal  amounted  in 
value  to  280,000/.,  compared  with  384.000/.  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1903. 

Better  Business. — During  the  nine  months  which  endetl 
on  September  30,  1904,  the  value  of  the  goods  exported 
from  the  Transvaal  was  12,933,229/.,  compared  with 
9,184,241/.  in  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

Chemists'  Licences  have  been  gazetted  at  Pretoria  to 
[  the  following  :  Arthur  Barclay  Bull,  Turffontein,  Johannes- 
!  burg  (chemist  and  druggist.  Cape  Colony.  1902),  and  Roelof 
I  Hendricus  G.  van  Driel,  Middelburg,  Transvaal  (chemist 
I  and  druggist.  Transvaal  :  admitted  by  the  late  South 
African  Republic  in  1898). 

Chemists  Honoured. — At  a  general  parade  of  troops  in 
Johannesburg  on  Sunday,  October  30,  Lord  Roberts  pre- 
sented war  medals  to  Messrs.  A.  Rennie,  D.  B.  Johnston, 
J.  H.  Dinwoodie,  and  J.  W.  Birrell,  chemists  and  drug- 
gists. In  presenting  them  his  Lordship  in  many  instances 
had  a  kind  way  to  say  and  in  every  case  a  warm  hand- 
clasp. As  the  350  ex-irregular  veterans  in  mufti  marched 
past  the  Field -Marshal  in  fours  at  the  slope  they  were 
loudly  cheered  by  the  vast  concourse  of  people  assembled, 
the  massed  bands  playing  "  The  Boys  of  the  Old  Brigade." 

Pharmacy  Board. — A  meeting  of  registered  chemists, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Transvaal  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Australia,  Johannesburg, 
on  Friday,  October  28.  The  attendance  was  excellent,  and 
Mr.  J.  H.  Dinwoodie  was  elected  to  the  chair,  and  among 
others  present  were  Messrs.  B.  0.  Jones  (Mayor  of  Boks- 
burg),  R.  Butters,  L.  Thomas,  S.  Smith,  D.  L.  Behrmann, 
Keir,  Leeds,  and  McDonald  (Secretary).  The  business 
was  to  select  nominees,  whose  names  would  be  sent  to  all 
registered  chemists  in  the  Transvaal  to  be  voted  upon, 
for  the  final  selection  of  three  candidates  for  the  Govern- 
ment Pharmacy  Board.  The  following  were  selected  : 
Messrs.  R.  Butters,  J.  R.  Jones,  Thomas,  Smith,  Din- 
woodie, Skean,  B.  0.  Jones,  Rennie,  and  A.  A.  Bones. 
There  followed  a  lively  discussion  on  pharmaceutical 
politics,  and  the  nominated  candidates  were  severely 
heckled  by  Messrs.  R.  Rawlinson  and  D.  L.  Behrmann. 
The  big  attendance  at  this  meeting  is  perhaps  a  record  in 
South  African  pharmacy  meetings. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  PHARMACEUTICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  twentieth  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was 
held  at  King  William's  Town  on  October  19.  Mr,  Button 
(President)  presided  over  a  fair  attendance.  At  the  outset 
the  meeting  congratulated  Messrs.  Mager  and  McJannet 
(who  were  both  present)  on  their  election  to  the  Pharmacy 
Board.  The  Secretary's  report  and  balance-sheet  were  read 
and  adopted.  Satisfaction  was  expressed  at  the  healthy  state 
of  the  Association's  funds.  There  was  considerable  discus- 
sion arising  out  of  correspondence.  Two  new  members  were 
admitted.  The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  office  for 
the  year  :  President.  Mr.  0.  Atterbury,  East  London  ;  Vice- 
President,  Mr.  R.  Lumsden,  King  William's  Town ;  Hon. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  Geo.  O.  Jamieson,  East 
London  ;  members  of  Executive,  Messrs.  Cook,  Doble,  Dutton, 
Mager,  and  McJannet.  New  rules  were  submitted  and 
adopted. 


Muscovite  English. — A  Russian  "  professor  of  dentistry," 
wlio  has  started  business  in  Mile  End,  E.,  issues  the  follow- 
ing : 

"  Important  announcement  !  I  beg  to  inform  the  respected 
London  public  that,  arriving  in  this  city  from  Russia  with  a 
considerable  practice  in  dentistry  work.  I  have  also  had  a 
great  practice  here  with  several  doctors.  I  have  now  opened 
a  dentistry  Cabinett  under  my  personal  care.  I  therefore 
ask  the  respected  public  to  attend  at  my  Cabinett  when  they 
want  to  be  treated.  And  I  have  the  greatest  confidence  that 
you  will  find  at  my  cabinett  better  treatment  than  anywhere 
else.  In  fact  eztracting  Stopping  or  Setting.  My  system  of 
work  is  unique  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  once  you  visit  me 
you  will  recommend  my  work  far  and  wide." 

The  opposite  page  of  the  circular  contains  an  announce- 
ment (presumably  to  the  same  effect)  in  Hebrew. 
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au6tcala0ian  mews. 

Communicated  hy  the  Australian  Staff  of  "  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist." 

The  fullest  information  regarding  the  Australasian  drug-trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral- 
asia," a  journal  established  by  the  proprietors  of  this  journal, 
and  published  ui  Melbourne,  Vic.  Copies  of  the  monthly  issue 
can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  post  free,  trom  the  office  ot  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Note.— "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  ttie  following,  amongst  other, 
societies : 

Central  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Canterbury  (N.Z.)  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  South  Australia. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Tasmania. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia. 


Queensland. 

Mr.  Geo.  Lorimer,  of  Lorimer  &  Co.,  Sydney  and 
London,  is  travelling  in  Queensland. 

The  Position  of  Chemist-Dentists  in  Queensland  has 
been  unsatisfactory,  and  although  arrangements  were  made 
for  securing  their  registration  under  the  new  Act,  the 
matter  miscarried,  and  twenty  chemists  who  applied  lor 
registration  were  refused.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  put 
the  claims  of  the  chemists  before  the  Home  Secretary. 

Prescribing  Proprietaries. — The  Queensland  Phar- 
maceutical Society  has  decided  to  co-operate  with  the 
Society  of  N.S.W.  in  approaching  the  medical  practi- 
tioners of  the  State  urging  them  not  to  prescribe  pro- 
prietary medicines.  A  recent  conference  with  the  doctors 
led  some  to  discontinue  the  prescribing  of  proprietaries. 

Mr.  Thomas  D.  Rutter,  elected  at  the  July  meeting  to 
a  seat  on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  was 
apprenticed  in  the  early  'sixties  in  Yorkshire,  after  which 
he  secured  a  position  m  Scarborough  as  junior,  and  then 
went  in  for  his  Minor,  studying  at  Muter  s  school.  After 
passing  the  Minor,  Mr.  Rutter  held  positions  in  the  West- 
end  of  London  and  in  Ireland,  and  went  to  Australia 
about  twenty-eight  years  ago.  He  has  been  settled  in 
Brisbane  for  the  last  twenty  years. 

Sale  of  Spirit  by  Chemists. — A  test-case  to  see  if  a 
chemist  is  not  within  his  rights  in  selling  brandy  and  wine, 
although  unlicensed,  was  heard  at  Blenheim  in  September. 
Mr.  Frank  Shaw,  the  chemist,  invited  a  constable  to  come 
to  his  pharmacy  and  witness  the  sale  of  a  bottle  of  brandy 
and  a  bottle  of  sherry.  The  liquids  were  put  up  in  medicine- 
bottles  bearing  the  usual  chemists'  label.  At  the  police 
court,  whither  Mr.  Shaw  was  summoned  for  a  breach  of  the 
Licensing  Act,  a  witness  stated  that  Mr.  Shaw  sold  brandy 
to  the  residents  for  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever.  Mr. 
Shaw  also  contended  that  as  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
includes  brandy  and  sherry,  he  had  the  right  to  sell  those 
liquors  with  a  specific  medicinal  object.  The  Magistrate 
found  that  in  the  case  before  him  there  was  not  even  a 
direct  medicinal  purpose  in  view,  and  said  that  under  no 
circumstances  had  defendant  the  right  to  sell  liquor  without 
a  prescription  from  a  doctor.  Mr.  Shaw  was  fined  3^.,  and 
11.  12.S.  costs. 

New  Zealand. 

A  New  Licensing  Bill  has  passed  the  Lower  House  of 
the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand.  The  prohibition  party 
has  always  been  strong  in  New  Zealand,  and  has  received 
some  support  from  Premier  Seddon.  An  impression  is 
abroad  that  in  the  present  measure  he  has  taken  them  too 
strictly  at  their  word.  It  is  proposed  not  merely  to 
prohibit  the  sale  of  liquor  in  districts  to  be  settled  by 
popular  vote,  but  to  prohibit  the  consumption  in  the  same 
area.  One  of  the  very  last  amendments  introduced  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  was  as  follows  : 

Provided  further  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  pre- 
vent any  duly  registered  pharmaceutical  chemist  within 
any  electorate  in  which  "no  licence"  exists  from  di.spens- 
ing-  alcoholic  liquors  in  medicinal  quantities  for  medicinal 
purposes  upon  a  pre.scription  signed  by  a  duly  registered 
medical  practitioner. 
It  was  inserted  by  35  votes  to  22.  the  Premier  voting 
against  it. 


Victoria, 

Subsidies  to  Pharmacy. — The  subsidies  of  the  Victorian 
Government  to  pharmacy  for  the  current  year,  as  stated 
on  the  estimates,  have  been  materially  increased.  "The 
College  of  Pharmacy  is  to  get  600/.  instead  "of  250L  as  in 
the  year  1903-4.  Tne  Pharmacy  Board  is  to  receive  200/. 
instead  of  50/.  as  in  the  previous  year. 


amciican  IRotcs. 

(From  our  Correspondent.) 


Borax. — According  to  a  report  of  the  Geological  Survey, 
the  amount  of  crude  borax  produced  in  the  bnited  States 
in  1903  was  34,430  tons  (of  '.^,000  lbs.),  valued  at  $661,400. 
The  value  given  is  much  lower  than  the  total  reported  for 
1902,  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  calculated  for  crude  product, 
whereas  in  1902  the  valuation  was  partly  for  refined  borax. 

"  Sir  Joseph." — At  a  luncheon  given  on  October  29  by  Mr. 
Webster  C.  Estes,  of  E.  B.  Estes,  Sons  &  Co.,  at  the  Hard- 
ware Club,  Mr.  Joseph  Beecham,  the  well-known  pill- 
manufacturer  and  ex-Mayor  of  St.  Helens,  Eng.,  was  the 
guest  of  honour.  Since  his  visit  to  the  States  Mr.  Beecham 
has  received  the  further  lionour  of  Knighthood — from  the 
"  Oil,  Paint,  and  Drug  Reporter,"  which  refers  to  the 
honoured  guest  as  "  Sir  Joseph  Beecham."  This  may  be 
"an  intelligent  anticipation  ot  events  before  they  occur." 

Against  Pre-requisition. — Great  concern  is  felt  in  New 
York  State  over  the  declared  purpose  of  seventy-five  drug- 
gists in  the  Syracuse  district  to  attempt  the  abolition  of  the 
pre-requisite  law  which  comes  into  eftect  on  January  1,  and 
which  will  prevent  all  but  graduates  in  pharmacy  from 
coming  up  for  registration  before  the  State  Board  of 
Examiners.  The  Syracuse  druggists  say  that  they  fear  the 
supply  of  clerks  will  be  lowered,  but  inasmuch  as  the  law 
has  not  yet  come  into  effect  this  excuse  seems  very  ridiculous. 
At  any  rate,  the  pharmacists  of  the  State  generally  take  a 
great  deal  of  pride  in  the  fact  that  New  York  was  the  first 
to  pass  a  pre  requisite  law,  and  they  do  not  propose  to  lose 
this  honour.  It  seems  very  unlikely  that  the  law  will  be 
repealed. 

Alleged  Spurious  Beecham's. — The  case  against  Minden, 
Thomas  and  Horn,  of  alleged  counterfeiting  Beecham's  pills, 
was  continued  in  New  York  City  on  October  31.  Counsel 
for  Thomas  recalled  Mr.  Beecham  and  re-opened  the  ques- 
tion of  trade-marks.  Counsel  contended  that  if  the  trade- 
mark, which  the  prosecution  claimed  had  been  counter- 
feited, had  been  registered  under  the  United  States  patent 
laws,  then  the  patentee  had  lost  all  common-law  rights  in 
his  trade-marks  and  was  only  entitled  to  statutory  rights. 
The  question,  he  claimed,  was  one  of  jurisdiction  ;  and  that 
a  city  Court  held  no  power  to  decide  on  a  case  which  properly 
belonged  to  the  Court  of  last  resort.  He  produced  a  cer- 
tified document  from  the  Patent  Office,  showing  that  the 
trade-mark  in  question  had  been  duly  registered,  on  appli- 
cation of  Thomas  Beecham,  on  August  23,  1887.  He  at- 
tempted to  secure  from  Mr.  Beecham  a  verbal  statement 
that  in  consequence  of  his  father's  application  in  1887,  the 
trade-mark  had  been  registered ;  but  counsel  for  Mr. 
Beecham  objected  to  the  question  and  the  evidence  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  irrelevant.  The  evidence  was  finally 
admitted,  subject  to  a  future  motion,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Beecham's  counsel,  to  be  struck  out  on  the  ground  of  irre- 
levancy. The  defence  then  proceeded  to  elicit  the  connection 
of  Joseph  Beecham  with  B.  F.  Allen  &  Co.,  of  New  York 
City.  Mr.  Beecham  stated  that  there  was  at  present  no 
contract  with  the  Allen  company,  merely  a  verbal  agreement 
existing,  by  which  the  latter  paid  the  employes  who  made 
the  pills  there,  and  were  in  turn  reimbursed  by  Mr.  Beecham. 
After  a  few  more  questions  which,  so  the  defendants'  lawyer 
claimed,  showed  that  the  label  on  the  pills,  "Sold  by  the 
proprietor,  etc.,  England,"  meant  that  the  pills  were  made 
in  England,  the  defence  subsided,  and  Mr.  Battle  proceeded 
with  the  examination  of  Mr.  Beecham.  This  consisted 
merely  of  an  identification,  by  the  latter,  of  boxes 
of  spurious  pills,  both  25c.  and  l(jc.  size,  and  the  statement 
that  he  had  given  no  person  permission  to  use  his  trade-mark. 
The  examination  was  again  adjourned. 
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mew  (Toinpaiucs  d  ConipHu^  IRcwe. 

Ethelbeet  Foster,  Ltd. — Capital  1,500/.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  manure  and 
chemical  manufacturers  carried  on  by  C.  E.  Dent  at  the 
Mossbank  Works,  Cuerdley,  near  Widnes,  as  "  Foster,  Dent 
&  Co." 

E.  &  A.  West,  Ltd.— Capital  7,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects: 
To  acquire  the  business  of  chemical  manufacturers  and  dealers 
carried  on  at  Derby  by  T.  West  as  "  E.  &  A.  West."  No 
initial  public  issue.  T.  West  is  the  permanent  governing 
director  ;  qualification  500/.  Registered  ofEce,  Parcel  Terrace, 
Derby. 

C.  A.  HoEFFTCKE,  Ltd.— Capital  3,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Ob- 
jects :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  C.  A.  Hoefftcke  for  the 
acquisition  of  the  business  carried  on  by  him  at  21  Woodstock 
Street,  W.,  or  elsewhere,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
surgical  and  orthopaedic  instrument  dealers,  etc.  The  first 
directors  are  C.  A.  Hoefftcke.  L.  W.  Just,  and  W.  N.  .Just. 
Registered  office,  21  Woodstock  Street,  Oxford  Street,  W. 

Sevenoaks  Minehal-wateb  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  2,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  mineral- 
water  manufacturer  carried  on  by  F.  Robinson  and  others 
at  56  High  Street,  Sevenoaks,  as  the  "  Sevenoaks  Mineral- 
water  Co."  The  first  directors  are  J.  Newns,  B.  Paige,  A.  W. 
Pattenden,  F.  Robinson,  J.  Smith,  G.  Warren,  and  H.  Wise. 
Qualification  10/.  ;  remuneration  as  fixed  bv  the  company. 
Registered  office.  Old  Brewery  Buildings,  152  High  Street, 
Sevenoaks. 

R.  Rattschke.  Ltd. — Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects: 
To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of 
and  dealers  in  surgical  and  medical  instruments,  artificial 
limbs,  orthop£edic  appliances,  cutlery,  electrical,  optical, 
photographic,  and  scientific  apnaratus.  materials,  and  ap- 
pliances, etc.,  now  carried  on  by  E.  Rauschke  at  Leeds,  under 
the  stvle  of  "  R,  Rauschke."  The  first  directors  are  R. 
Rauschke.  38  Sholebroke  Mount,  Leeds,  and  G.  H.  Shaw, 
Oakwood  Drive.  Lee.-ls,  dyeworks'  chemist. 

Wm.  Hir.L  k  Son  (Geimsrt),  Ltd.— Can'tal  6,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares  (1.000  "Customers'").  Objects:  To  acquire  the 
business  of  aerated  and  mineral  water  manufacturers,  manu- 
fact'iring  confectioners,  etc.,  carried  on  by  R.  Hill  at  Hamil- 
ton Street  and  Mansell  Street.  New  Clee,  Grimsbv,  as  "  Wm. 
Hill  &  Son."  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors 
are  R.  TTill  (managintr  director)  and  R.  Hall.  R.  Hill  mav 
retain  office  while  holding  1.000/.  ordinary  shares.  Onalifica- 
tion  of  ordinary  directors  100/.  Registered  office,  Hamilton 
Street,  Grimsby,  Lines. 

Mereipk's  Miner \l-water  Co.,  Itd. — Capital  500/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Obiects:  To  acquii-e  the  business  of  mineral  and 
aerated  water  mannfa'^turers  and  bottlers  carried  on  hv  R.  F. 
Merrick  and  H.  E.  Heath,  trading-  as  Merrick's  Mineral- 
water  Co..  at  Rolfe  Street,  Smethwick,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  sus-ar-boilers,  cordial-manufacturers,  hcrb-bcpr 
brewers  and  bottlers,  vinegar-brewers,  distillers  of  and  dealers 
in  essences  dealers  in  colonrino-s  and  similar  articles,  etc. 
The  first  directors  are  R,.  F.  Merrick  and  H.  E.  Heath. 
Registered  office,  Rolfe  Street,  Smethwick,  Staffs. 

CAEBON4  Safety  Licht  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  4,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares  ^5^2  founders').  Obiects :  To  acquire  the  patents, 
natent-rights,  trade-marks,  etc..  of  the  Asbestine  Safety  Li<rht 
Co.,  T,td.  (in  liquidation),  including  the  trade-mark  "Car- 
bona  "  and  various  foreign  natents.  to  adopt  asreements  with 
the  said  old  companv  and  N.  H.  Wvkes,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  lamp,  candle,  niahtlight.  and  cycle,  motor,  and 
o-eneral  illuminant  manufacturers,  oil  dealers,  refiners,  etc. 
Alinimnm  cash  subscrintion  250/.  TV>e  first  directors  a'-e 
n.  E.  M.  Hudson,  N.  H.  Wvkes.  A.  E.  Fscolme,  and  F.  E. 
Finzel.   Registered  office.  College  Hill  Chambers,  E.C. 


Westminstfb  Cotlege  of  Chfmt.strt  and  Pharmacy,  Ltd. — 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  College,  held  on  November  15, 
a  dividend  of  6  per  cent,  for  the  year  was  declared. 

Bone  Phosphate  and  Chemtcal  Co.,  Ltd.— Mr.  .Tustice 
Warrington  in  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  Novem- 
ber 18,  appointed,  at  the  instance  of  debenture-holders. 
Mr.  Bullock  receiver  and  manager  of  this  company,  to  act 
at  once  and  till  the  second  motion-day  in  the  Easter  sittings. 
It  was  stated  that  there  was  a  two-months'  default  in  interest 
on  debentures. 

Lewis  &  BnRRows.  Ltd.— The  report  of  the  directors  for 
the  year  which  ended  on  September  30  commences  with  the 
regret  that  prevailing  bad  trade  has  seriously  reduced  the 
profits  of  the  company.  The  decreased  sales  were  ma.inlv 
confined  to  the  first  half  of  the  year,  for  there  has  been 
an    improvement   since.     They    recommend    dividends  of 


3  per  cent,  on  the  preference  shares  (making  6  per  cent,  for 
the  year)  and  Ij  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  in  both 
cases  less  income-tax.  Last*  year  4  per  cent,  was  paid  on 
the  ordinary  shares.  The  profit-and-loss  account  shows 
trading-profit  of  4,605/.  is.  2d.,  and  fees  and  dividends  on 
India  stock  bring  this  up  to  4,655/.  17«.  Id.  ;  after  deducting 
general  manager's  and  secretary's  salaries  (570/.),  directors' 
fees  (120/.),  depreciation  (822/.  4s.  2d.),  and  other  items, 
2,473/.  14s.  IQd.  of  net  profit  is  left,  compared  with  3,881/. 
last  year.  The  company  has  twenty-four  shops,  so  that  the 
average  profit  per  shop  is  a  little  over  100/.  These  shops 
are  valued  as  follows : 

£     s.  d. 

Leases,  etc    43,984  17  11 

Fixtures,  fittings,  etc   19.324    0  3 

Plant  and  utensils   2,796  12  4 

Stock-in-trade   21,320    1  5 


87,425  11  11 


The  average  value  per  shop  is  thus  3,643/.  The  paid-up 
capital  of  the  company  is  80,800/.  It  owes  sundry  creditors 
7,588/.  12.S.  llfZ.,  but  debtors  owe  it  805/.  5.?.  7c/..,  and  there 
are  3,416/.  19s.  lOd.  in  cash  and  1,608/.  5s.  bd'.  in  India 
2j  per  cent,  stock.  The  tenth  ordinary  meeting  of  the  com- 
pany's shareholders  is  to  be  held  at  Winchester  House  on 
November  25,  at  twelve  noon. 

Boots,  Cash  Chemists  (Eastern),  Ltd. — The  net  profit  of 
the  year  which  ended  on  September  30  was  21,249/.  2s.  9(Z., 
and  there  was  a  balance  of  8.136/.  18s.  3c/.  from  1903,  so  that 
29,386/.  Is.  is  reported  by  the  directors  to  be  available  for 
division.    They  recommend  that  1,000/.  should  be  added  to 
the  Branch   Managers'    (Chemists')   Provident  Fund  (now 
10,275/.),  500/.  to  the  Contingency  Fund  (now  4,112/.),  105/.  to 
the  Sheffield  University  Fund,  and  52/.  10s.  to  the  Notting- 
ham Consumption  Sanatorium.    Payment  of  6  per  cent,  on 
the  preference  shares  will  absorb  5,760/.,  5  per  cent,  on  the 
second  preference  2,951/.  18s.  4(?.,  and  12  per  cent,  on  the 
ordinary  shares  (free  of  income-tax)  9,600/.      There  is  left 
8.666/.  12s.  8c/.  to  carry  forward,  as  the  directors  do  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  add  to  the  general  reserve  fund,  which 
now  stands  at  68,161/.      The  paid-up  capital  of  the  com- 
pany is  240,000/.,  and  liabilities  make  the  debtor  side  of  the 
account  a  total  of  383,164/.  Is.  9c/.    Against  this  are  put  down 
the  following  property  and  assets : 
Freehold  shops  and  warehouses  at  Sheffield,        £      s.  cZ. 
Nottingham,  Mansfield,  Newark,  Hucknall 
Torkard,  Loughborough,  Lincoln.  Melton 
Mowbray,  Grimsby,  Gainsborough,  Gran- 
tham,   Peterborough,    Burton,  Bedford, 
Luton,    St.   Albans,    King's   Lvnn,  Yar- 
mouth, and  land  at  Matlock  Bridge       ...     89,264  18  10 
Leasehold    and   other   properties,  fixtures, 
fittings,  and  utensils,  and  libraries,  in  94 
retail  branches  ... 
Fittings,  fixtures,  and  utensils,  and  mineral- 
water  plants  in  warehouses  at  Nottingham, 

Sheffield,  and  Yarmouth    142,484    5  11 

Stock  of  goods  on  hand   98,589  14  1 

Cash  in  hand  and  at  bankers'   25,248  18  5 

Sundry  debtors    2,576    4  6 

Goodwill    25,000    0  0 


383,164    1  9 

The  directors  in  their  report  say  : 

"  The  profit  etraed  is  considered  by  your  directors  to  be 
thoroughly  satisfactory,  seeing  that  during  the  past  year 
extensive  new  premises  have  been  opened  in  the  centre  of 
Northampton,  and,  in  addition,  the  company  has  had 
extra  expense  to  bear  owing  to  the  enforced  rebuilding  of 
our  chief  branch  in  Pelham  Street,  Nottingham,  by  reason 
of  street  improvements,  which  has  entailed  a  considerable 
dislocation  of  business  and  loss  of  trade.  At  Northampton, 
where  several  new  departments  have  been  added,  we  shall 
not  get  the  full  benefit  for  a  year  or  two  whilst  these  are 
developing,  and  the  same  remarks  will  apply  to  the  very 
large  additions  we  are  making  to  every  department  at 
Pelham  Street.  The  poor  trade  of  the  country  could  not 
help  but  make  itself  felt  to  some  extent  at  our  branches, 
but  we  have  kept  pushing  business  and  making  improve- 
ments all  along,  and  now  that  a  reaction  is  setting  in  it 
finds  our  business  in  a  more  healthy  state  than  ever,  and 
our  branches  in  a  position  to  take  the  fullest  advantage  of 
the  improvement  in  trade  which  is  sure  to  come." 

We  have  also  received  intimation  that  the  quarterly  diyidend 
on  the  shares  of  this  company,  also  the  quarterly  dividends 
on  the  six  per  cent,  preference  shares  of  Boots.  Cash  Chemists 
(Southern),  Ltd.,  Boots.  Cash  _  Chemists  (Western),  Ltd., 
Boots,  Cash  Chemists  (Lancashire).  Ltd.,  Boots  Pure  Drug  . 
Company,  Ltd.,  and  the  half-yearly  dividend  on  the  7  per  cent, 
preferred  ordinary  shares  of  Boots  Pure  Drug  Cv,impany, 
Ltd.,  will  be  paid  on  December  31. 
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THE  demand  for  family  medicine-chests  is  not  what  it 
used  to  be,  and  probably  the  majority  in  the  drug- 
trade  now  cannot  recall  the  peculiar  pleasure  which  the 
senior  apprentice  had  when  the  Squire's  lady,  or  some 
such  person,  sent  her  footman  into  the  pharmacy  with  the 
medicine-chest  for  replenishment.  The  old  feeling  came 
back  to  us  the  other  day  when  Mr.  G.  S.  Boutall,  of 
Marchmont  Street,  W.C.,  sent  us  for  inspection  the  little 
beauty  which  is  figured  here  : 


The  original  is  9|  inches  long,  inches  deep,  and  3  inches 
wide.  It  is  made  of  solid  mahogany,  inlaid  with  white 
maple.  There  are  spaces  in  the  upper  part  for  eight 
bottles.  The  drawer  (1^  inch  deep)  contains  two  tin 
boxes  for  small  bottles.  One  of  the  boxes  and  one  of  the 
largest  bottles  are  shown  in  the  second  engraving.  We 
feel  safe  in  placing  the  origin  of  the  chest  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  bottle  shown  is 
one  of  cold-drawn  castor  oil  on  which  the  address  label  is  : 

Savory,  Moohe  &  Davidson, 
Chemists  to  the  Roval  Family, 

136  New  Bond  Street, 
and  220  Regent  Street,  London. 

Two  other  bottles  (sal  volatile  and  spirit  of  hartshorn) 
are  labelled  "  Savory,  Moore  &  Co.,"  the  other  wording  of 
the  label  being  as  above.  Now,  in  1815  the  style  of  the 
well-known  firm  was  Savory  &  Moore ;  from  about  1820 
to  1826  it  was  Savory,  Moore  &  Davidson,  and  after  1827 
it  became  Savory,  Moore  &  Co.,  subsequently  changing 
to  Savory  &  Moore.  It  follows  that  the  chest  was  filled 
between  1820  and  1826,  but  it  mav  be  older  than  that. 


In  the  upper  part  of  the  chest  we  find  a  circular  for  "  Dr. 
Robert  James's  powder  for  fevers  and  all  inflammatory 
disorders,"  as  sold  only  by  Francis  Newbery,  at  No.  45 
St,  Paul's  Church-Yard,  who  died  in  1818. 


The  contents  of  the  drawer  are  (in  a  tin  box)  drachm 
bottles  of  ipecacuanha  and  calomel  which  have  never  been 
opened,  and  (in  the  other  box)  a  drachm  bottle  of  anti- 
monial  wine,  also  never  opened,  but  extractive  matter  only 
left  in  the  bottle.  Lying  in  the  drawer  space  are 
a  turned-bone  box  containing  five  2-gr.  calomel  pills,  a 
phial  of  James's  powder,  a  small  packet  of  powdered 
rhubarb  bearing  the  label  of  John  Vine,  34  Lisson  Grove, 
North,  and  a  packet  of  magnesia  in  a  grocer's  handbill, 
also  a  little  bit  of  lunar  caustic.  Not  a  great  range  of 
treatment  is  represented  here,  but  sufficient  until  the 
doctor  comes. 

Scientific  proorcss. 

Distribution    of    Fat-hydrolysing:  Enzymes.  —  S. 

Tokinc  states  in  a  recent  number  of  the  "  Journ.  Soc.  Phys. 
Chim.  Russ."  that  enzymes  .similar  to  tlie  lipase  of  castor-oil 
seeds  are  widely  distributed  in  plants.  Ho  has  observed 
their  presence  in  the  seeds  of  Prunella  rulijaris,  Aquilcgia 
vulgaris,  Aconitum  lycoclonum,  and  (' hcliilnuum  majus. 

The   Detection  of  Formalin  In  Milk  Five  cubic 

centimetres  of  milk  is  mixed  with  5  c.c.  of  sulphuric  acid 
(1  :  1)  and  five  drops  of  a  1-per-cent.  solution  of  ferric 
chloride,  and  then  heating  to  boiling.  A  violet  colour  reveals 
formalin  and  persists  for  about  five  minutes,  then  giving 
place  to  brown.  By  this  test  1  mgm.  of  formalin  can  bo 
detected  in  a  litre  of  milk. — Jourr).  Chcm.  Soc. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — The  new  Italian  Pharmacopoeia  gives  a  new 
test  for  cod-liver  oil,  and  has  rejected  the  colour-reactions  of 
which  much  has  been  heard  lately.  It  directs  a  mixture  of 
the  oil  and  pure  caustic  soda  to  bo  calcined,  and  the  residue 
to  be  tested  for  iodine,  which  should  always  be  found.  It 
gives  the  specific  gravity  as  0.922  to  0.930,  and  the  iodine- 
absorption  a.s  132  to  144.  This  figure,  however,  represents 
four  hours'  absorptitm  only. 

TTew  Remedies. — ^'aironal  is  a  hypnotic  ju.st  put  on  the 
market  by  Kalle  &  Co.  It  is  diethyl-brom-acetamide,  of  the 
formula  (C,H,).C.(Br),CO.NH,.  It  is  prepared  from  diethyl 
malonic  acid.  It  melts  at  66°  to  67°  C,  and  is  soluble  in  most 
organic  solvents,  but  only  to  the  extent  of  1  in  115  of  water.-- 
Skimmianine  is  an  alkaloid  extracted  from  Skiimnia  japonica, 
of  the  formula  Ca^H^.NsO,.  It  melts  at  175.5°.  Its  thera- 
peutic value  is  under  investigation. — Brometone  is  a  bromine 
compound,  of  the  formula  C(CH3)jCBr3.0H,  containing  77  per 
cent,  of  bromine,  and  recommended  as  a  substitute  for  the 
usual  bromides  of  the  alkalis. 

Drag-on's-blood.— Dieterich  ("Pharm.  Central.,"  1904,  770) 
gives  the  following  figures  for  dragon's-blood,  which  should 
prove  useful : 

1.  2.  3. 

None  None  None 

Traces  as  esters  None  None 
None  None  None 

Traces  None  None 

79.8  to  119.0  81.2  to  87.4  115.67 
86.8  to  173.2  92.4  to  95.4  126.25 
7.0  to  54.2  8.0  to  11.2  10.58 
The  Development  of  the  Orang'e-flower. — According 
to  a  paper  communicated  to  the  Academic  des  Sciences  by 
Charabot  and  Lalone,  the  greater  part  of  the  essential  oil  of 
the  orange-flower  resides  in  the  petals,  and  during  the  de- 
velopment of  the  flower  the  weight  of  essential  oil  sensibly 
increases,  so  that  the  reverse  happens  in  the  petal  to  that 
which  happens  in  the  stem  and  leaves.  Also  during  this 
development  the  oil  becomes  richer  in  methyl  anthranilalo 
and  in  esters  generally,  and  in  free  alcohols.  Of  the  alcohols, 
the  authors  state  that  the  proportion  of  goraniol  increases 
and  that  of  linalrii  decreases. 

The  Vl/'ay  Poisons  Act.— Dr.  Goo.  Benter  ("Nature," 
1828),  in  a  paper  before  the  Royal  Society  on  "  The  Effect  of 
Poisons  on  the  Rate  of  Decomposition  of  Hydrogen  Peroxidi> 
by  Ilffimase,"  finds  that  the  na?maso  catalysis  of  hydrogen 
peroxide,  like  the  platinum  catalysis,  is  retarded  by  small 
quantities  of  many  substances,  especially  those  which  act  as 
poisons  towards  the  living  organism.  Mercuric  chloride, 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  hydrocyanic  acid  in  the  concen- 
tration of  one  gram-molecule  to  one  million  litres  reduce  the 
reaction  velocity  to  half  its  value  ;  they  are  just  the  substances 
I  which  have  the  greatest  retarding  effect  on  the  platinum 
catalysis.  Iodine,  mercuric  cyanide,  and  aniline  have  a  much 
smaller  effect.  Ar-senious  acid,  sodium  fluoride,  and  formal- 
dehyde do  not  greatly  retard  the  catalysis ;  although  power-  • 
ful  antiseptics,  they  have  little  effect  on  enzyme  actions  in  ' 
general.  Carbon  monoxide  does  not  affect  hsemase.  It  is 
suggested  that  poisons  act  in  many  cases  by  entering  into 
chemical  combination  with  the  enzyme. 


Free  acid  

Benzoic  acid 
Cinnamic  acid  ... 
Dracoalban 
Resin-value 
Saponification- value 
Gum-value 


